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F O R E W O R D  

We are happy to bring you in this March, 1979 
issue of our Quarterly the 1978 Reformation 
Lectures delivered by Dr. Herman A. Preus, 
Professor-Emeritus, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on October 26-27, 1978, at Bethany 
Lutheran College and Bethany Lutheran Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

Dr. Preus delivered two rather than the three 
customary lectures. They were entitled THE 
PULPIT AND THE PEW IN LUTHER AND THE CONFESSIONS. 

Lecture I: The Office of the Ministry 
Lecture 11: The Role of the Laity 

There were three reactors rather than t he  
eustomarv t w o .  They were Prof. Theo. J .  Hactwig, 
Dr, Marti;> T u t h e y  New U l m ,  Flinnesoia.; 
~ - r _ - o f ,  y l  , (  ,: ;3h id - - i : , l j A s c  ,r Bethany L~theran College, 
Flankatc. f L  3 ;  arid Dr. !lilton E .  Z a g e l ,  
U n i v ? r s i c y  ~f 1 0 ~ s ~  Iowa C i c y 9  Iowa ( ~ F ~ I T P S ) ,  
Their reactions are also printed in i-his -issit:. 

It should be noted that material similar to 
that which appears in these lectures is being 
printed in the March, 1979 issue of the CONCOSDIA 
JOURNAL of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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I,ECT'URE I 

The O f f i c e  of t h e  Min i s t ry  

1. One of t h e  neg l ec t sd  a r e a s  i n  t h e  t h ink ing  
and l i f e  of t h e  Church. i s  t h a t  surrounding t h e  

d o c t r i n e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  This  i s  a two-pronged 
d o c t r i n e ,  It i nvo lves  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  of 
a l l  be l - ievers  and the o f f i c e  of the ho ly  ninistry 
arid t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  one ano the r .  What a r n t h n r i t y  
ha s  each? l a a t  i s  the p r o p e r  ba lance  betwsen them? 
The fo l lowing  pages  will t r y  t o  g ive  L u t h e r ' s  
answer t o  t h i s  problem, 

2. I believe t h e  ~ p i r i t  of ou r  age  compels t h e  
c"fi~: -2k E l ;  .acp :he whole problem of t h e  r e l a -  

Zion of p4.pi . t  and pew, of m i n i s t e r  and layman. If 
the Bicen t enn i a l  had l e f t  u s  a  s logan  i t  would 
undoubtedly have conta ined  two concepts :  e q u a l i t y  
and freedom. These b a s i c  concepts  of American 
l i f e  have been dominant i n  our  t h i n k i n g  long b e f o r e  
1938, But t h e  B icen t enn i a l  focused our  a t t e n t i o n  
on them. "All men a r e  equal." " A l l  men ought t o  
be  f r e e . "  The emphasis is  h igh ly  impor tan t .  An 
overemphasis can be d e s t r u c t i v e ,  

3 .  It i s  good and r i g h t  t o  say t h a t  b e f o r e  God 
a l l  men a r e  equal, God p l a y s  no favorites. 

His l ove  i s  o f f e r e d  t o  every  person ,  Christ d ied  
f o r  all men. Every person has  the r i g h t  t o  be 
what God meant him t o  b e ,  The words of our  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  "a.11 men are c r e a t e d  equa l"  mean 
t h a t  every c i t i z e n  h a s  e q u a l  r i g h t s  under t h e  
law of t h e  l a n d ,  
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4 .  A l l  t h i s  i s  good and r i g h t ,  But d r i v e  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  i n t o  t h e  ground w i t h  overemphasis 

and it may undermine t h e  v i r t u e s  of r e s p e c t  f o r  
a u t h o r i t y  and reverence  f o r  governrrent and law. 
I am equa l  t o  t h e  policeman on t h e  co rne r ,  b u t  
1 am no t  above t h e  law. I am equa l  t o  my employer, 
b u t  somebody has  t o  p i l o t  t h e  s h i p  and somebody has  
t o  s t o k e  t h e  engines .  I am equa l  t o  my p r o f e s s o r ,  
E a t  someone has  t o  t e a c h  and someone has  t o  l e a r n .  

5 ,  Now apply t h i s  t o  t h e  church. A s  a  layman I 
a m  equa l  t o  my m i n i s t e r .  But somebody has  t o  

pre..:.'i; and somebody has  t o  l i s t e n .  We c a n ' t  a l l  
preacfli. We c a n ' t  a l l  s i t  i n  t h e  pew. This  con- 
f r o n t s  us  w i th  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  man i n  t h e  
pew and t h e  man be fo re  t h e  a l t a r ,  Here i s  no 
ques t i on  of i n e q u a l i t y ,  The man a t  t h e  a l t a r  i s  
no b e t t e r  than t h e  man i n  t h e  pew. He only has  a  
d i f f e r e n t  c a l l i n g  and a  d i f f e r e n t  job t o  do,  A s  
Luther  s a i d  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  N o b i l i t y ,  " A l l  Chris-  
t i a n s  a r e  t r u l y  of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e s t a t e ,  and t h e r e  

harmonize t h e  two and f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  ba lance  between 
them, Being l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t r u c t u r e  he  d i d  
n o t  s p e l l  ou t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  d e t a i l .  Some have 
f e l t  t h a t  he l e f t  us  an i n s o l u b l e  paradox,  Others  
f i n d  him confusing.  I am i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e  confus ion ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  any,  i s  caused no t  so  
much by Luther  as by h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  

7 ,  In t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  church tbe pendulum has 
swung back and f o r t h  between t h e  authsricy ~f 

the c l e r g y  and that of the  laity, Orthodoxy f o i -  
lowed L u t h e r ' s  line f a i x l y  w e l l ,  emphasizing t he  
off i c e  pe~haps n o r e  t h a n  the ur:lii~ersal p.-i -s thood,  
'P i  (3\tisr1 i i ;O~/l~d - *- - i , q 1 j 7 2  ';i J f r u ~ n  of f i i : e  C l ~ e  
~ r 4 c ~ s t r k . i ~  ' L I-; 2 : l i t y  There 53s beerL a va-yi..r?g 

- slc '-.- ' * .pn ever '  since, Note f o r  
' .  '- "!---,I* I-%-- _, _ --ic between t h e  high-=church 

a c ~ e r a l  <;1 S e ,urr &:*-G 6,12 f OW-church p - r ~ f f i j e  in 
i3 

~ ' ~ r t t e m b e r g ,  A sim! la:r variation can be  found 
among t h e  Lu the ran  Churches ir: America, 

i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  among them except  t h a t  of of f i c e . " l  8, the church Il"rids her.se1.f caught  up in 
Each owes t h e  o t h e r  equa l  r e s p e c t .  t h e  s p i r i t  of i3he agea as was noted  befo re ,  

6, But Luther  s a w  t h a t  an imbalance between them 
had a r i s e n  i n  t h e  church,  He saw on t h e  r i g h t  

a s t a n c e  of c l a s s  and s u p e r i o r i t y  of p r i e s t  over  
layman. A f t e r  1525 he  saw t h e  r e v e r s e :  t h e  au- 
t h o r i t y  of t h e  layman e x a l t e d  t o  t h e  denleaning of 
t h e  God-ordained o f f i c e  of t h e  Holy M i n i s t r y ,  H e  
found himself  compeLLed t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  imbalance 
and t o  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  l a i t y  
an& t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  Searching t h e  Sc r i -p tu r e s ,  a s  
a lways,  he came up w i t h  t h e  two-pronged d o c t r i n e  
of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  On t h e  one hand he caught P e t e r ' s  
g r e a t  i d e a  of t h e  p r i e s thood  of a l l  b e l i e v e r s .  
And on t h e  o t h e r ,  S c r i p t u r e  r evea l ed  t o  him t h a t  
God had i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Holy Min i s t ry  
of Word and Sacrament. Both were e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
God. The problem f o r  him, a s  f o r  u s ,  was t o  

Men are s t r a i n i n g  f o r  e q a s t i t y  and are r e s t l e s s  
under  a u t h o r i t y ,  I n  such timcs t h e ~ e  i s  l i t t l e  
place f o r  any sort-  of adulation of the minister, 
The man i n  the pew has equal -rights w i k h  t he  man 
at t h e  a l t a r ,  and he i s  beginning izo .;granL $0 

e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  r i g h t s  I n  the church ,  6t is a 
proper  d e s i r e ,  But t h e  layman i s  n o t  s u z s ,  
n e i t h e r  is  the  m i n i s t e r ,  a t  what p o i n t  he may be 
beglbnning t o  i n f r i n g e  an t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  of the 
m i n i s t e r .  

9. H i s to ry  has  seen  t h i s  emergence of l a y  power 
be fo re .  The p a t t e r n  of t h e  emergence i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  w e  s e e  i t  i n  t h i s  gene ra t i on  and 
t h e  prev ious  one, I have seen  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  i n  
my own l i f e t i m e .  I n  my s e c t i o n  of t h e  count ry  
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a  layman began t o  l e ad  the s i n g i n g  i n  t h e  congre- 
g a t i o n .  Then he  was c a l l e d  on t o  r ead  t h e  l e s sons .  
The t ime came when he was c lo thed  i n  c l e r i c a l  
vestments  and pu t  behind  he a l t a r  t o  conduct t h e  
l i t u r g y .  Soon he  was i n v i t e d  t o  p reach ,  Be began 
a s s i s t i n g  a t  Comuraion, f i r s t  p i ck ing  up t h e  L i t t l e  
'Ithi-mbles '' 

l o .  Now l e t  i t  be  unders tood t h a t  t h i s  development 
i s  no t  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  push iness  of t h e  l a i t y ,  

Tkey have been i n v i t e d  by well-meaning p a s t o r s  who 
r q r L 7 - l  nat be hampered by t r a d i t i o n ,  I n  p r a i s e  of 
k h e  l;'lk-y the church a r c h i t e c t s  have jo ined  t h e  
I r Churcttes a r e  tjreil t wit1-1 t h e  a l - t a r  and pu l -  
;i: ~ d l z c e d  in tfle center of I h c  nzve ,  e l h i n a t i n g  
the -,charrceP 3nd putt i i ,g t h e  r ; l L - , i ~ . , r  e_r in t:-P mEdst 
of el;e ccin.gregatie~-L* T:il p :  :I is * * ~-~*- i rnc&i . t i~~  here. 

r u l i n g  m i n i s t r y  la-rd  k n z  ' o v e r  a doe l%e  cocgr I -  

g a t i o n  of laymen, Afke - r  all, a3-s .  we n o t  all p r i e ?  :-'> ..* 

Doesn't P e t e r  s ay  su? Yes, even Luther  h imse l f ?  

11, WeZ3-, what does 1,uthier s ay  about  a l l  t h l s ?  
Wave no doubt ;  he will f i n d  his answer i n  t h e  

S c r i p t u r e s ,  Lusbcr's d o e t r i n e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  
developed i n  r_9 c h ~ n g i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  H e  
i s  torn throughout  his life between the  Roman con- 
cept s f  a p r i e s t l y  h ierarchy on rhe r i g h t  and t h e  
an t i - -c le r ica l  l a y  theology of the  Enfihusias ts  on 
t h e  Ie I t ,  

12, Luther  starts fror~? where he  i s  i n  t h e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l - e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  H e  has 

grown. up under a pope and a p r i e s t l y  h i e r a r c h y  
t h a t  completely  dominate t h e  f a i t h  and l i f e  of 
t h e  l a i t y .  The man i n  t h e  pew i s  humbly sub- 
s e r v i a n t  t o  t h e  p r i e s t ,  who through t h e  sacrament 
of Ord ina t i on  i s  g iven  a  h ighe r  s t a t u s  t han  t h e  
layman and by h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i n d e l e b i l d s  r e p r e s e n t s  
a c l a s s  f a r  above t h e  lowly layman. The common 

C h r i s t i a n  can approach God on ly  through t h e  medi- 
a t i o n  of t h e  p r i e s t .  To him t h e  church i s  an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n s  r u l e d  by a  p r i e s t l y  
h i e r a r chy  t h a t  ho lds  t h e  Keys of t h e  Kingdom of 
God, t h e  power t o  open o r  close heaven t o  humble 
s i n n e r s ,  A l l  s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t s  i n  t h l s  
p r i e s thood  whose h igh  p r i e s t  is  the  pope, t h e  
vicar of C h r i s t  on e a r t h ,  For d i d  n o t  C h r i s t  
give t h e  Keys t o  Pe te r ,  Bishop of Rome? And i s  
not  t h e  Pope the successor of Pe te r ,  t h e  h e i r  of 
h i s  a u t h o r i t y ?  

13 ,  T h j s  is n c t  r - b e  place t o  t r a ce  Luther's 
F.,-.: - i Cual. r;,?j:d theological development, That 

1s ' r  f.-+" kknc~rw.~ But a large p a r t  of this de-- 
XTC>- g :-i7-e-7z - 4- > L C  -$ /<ZU I ii:12~i71*d t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  

s- i ' z 3 S  CT, it-qp .1 rlae m i n i s t r y ,  The t i m e  came when Luther  
%ngzn t o  see t h e  corxupt ion  and t h e  he re sy  t h a t  
were p o i s o n i n g  t h e  church and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the 
h ie r a r chy .  And he had t o  ask h imse l f ,  Was i t  pos- 
sible t h a t  C h r i s t  could  have given t h e  power of 
t h e  Keys, t h e  power over m e n ' s  s o u l s ,  t o  an 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  bureaucracy as  c o r r u p t  a s  t h e  
c o u r t  of Louis XXV o r  Pope Leo X? 

14. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  Luther  i s  compelled t o  ue- 
examine t h e  whole problem of t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  

t h e  ho ly  o f f i c e .  Driven by t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  of the  
h i e r a r c h y  and i t s  p r i e s thood  i t  is no wonder that 
he  found he lp  and comfort i n  t h e  r ed i s cove ry  of 
t h e  great  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  
of a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  But i t  d id  n o t  knock him o f f  
ba lance .  Boring deep ly  i n t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  he  
s e e s  c l e a r l y  on t h e  one hand t h e  ho ly  o f f i c e ,  on 
t h e  o t h e r  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood .  It seems 
l o g i c a l  t o  f i r s t  t a k e  a  look  a t  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  
Min i s t ry  of Word and Sacrament. 
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THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY 

1 5 ,  C h r i s t  has  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Holy 
Min i s t ry  t o  admin i s t e r  t h e  Keys, Word and 

Sacraments,  on beha l f  of t h e  e n t i r e  congrega t ion  
of b e l i e v e r s .  And no one s t e p s  i n t o  t h a t  o f f i c e  
wiehout t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and c a l l  of t h e  church, 
o r ,  i f  you p l e a s e ,  t h e  c o n g r e ~ a t i o n  of p r i e s t s .  
Thee does  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  
a r i s e s  C J ;  of th2 pr i e s thoad  of  b e l i e v e r s .  A s  
I F e says, "Without God' s command and 
i n s i - i t ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  believers could n o t  s e t  the o f f i c e  
i l >  ~ l c l t 2 - 0 - ~  ts2 

3-6- Luther  searches t h e  Scsrip+:ilrci-- Ic t i ea r s  the 
con~mand of C h r i s t ,  "Go ;~heueE; j~  e and make 

d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  b a p t i z i n g  them i n  t h e  
name of t h e  Fa the r  and of t h e  Son and of t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t ,  t e ach ing  them t o  observe a l l  t h a t  I have 
commanded you; and l o ,  1 arm w i t h  you always,  t o  
t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  age" ( M a t t .  25,19.20).  He s e e s  
t h e  Lord choosing Paul  and t h e  Apos t les  and sending 
them throughout  t h e  coun t ry s ide ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  con- 
g r ega t i ons ,  appo in t i ng  e l d e r s ,  p r e s b y t e r s ,  b i shops ,  
p a s t o r s  t o  l e a d  t h e  congrega t ions .  I n  h i s  t r e a t i s e  
On The Counci ls  And Churches he  makes t h e  o f f i c e  of -- 
t h e  s i n i s t r y  one of t h e  marks of t h e  church. 
" F i f t h ,  t h e  church i s  recognized e x t e r n a l l y  by t h e  
f ac t  t h a t  i t  consec ra t e s  o r  c a l l s  m i n i s t e r s  o r  has  
o f f i c e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t o  admin i s t e r .  There must be 
b i shops ,  p a s t o r s ,  o r  p r eache r s ,  who p u b l i c l y  and 
p r i v a t e l y  g ive ,  a d m i n i s t e r ,  and u se  t h e  aforemen- 
t i oned  f o u r  t h i n g s  o r  ho ly  pos se s s ions  on beha l f  
of and i n  t h e  name of t h e  church,  o r  r a t h e r  by 
reason  of t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n  by C h r i s t ,  a s  S t ,  Pau l  
s a y s ,  " . . . h i s  g i f t s  were t h a t  some should be  
a p o s t l e s ,  some prophe ts ,  some e v a n g e l i s t s ,  some 
t e a c h e r s ,  and governors ,  e t c .  The people  a s  a  
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whole cannot do t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  bu t  must e n t r u s t  
o r  have them e n t r u s t e d  t o  one person.  Otherwise,  
what would happen i f  everyone wanted t o  speak o r  
admin i s t e r ,  and no one wanted t o  g ive  way t o  t h e  
o t h e r .  It must be  e n t r u s t e d  t o  one person ,  and 
he  a lone  should be  allowed t o  p reach ,  t o  b a p t i z e ,  
t o  abso lve ,  and t o  admin i s t e r  t h e  ~ a c r a m e n t s . " ~  

17 ,  Luther  makes good use  of t h e  Old Testament 
i n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Psalm 110,4:  

"Thou a r t  a  p r i e s t  f o r e v e r  a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r  of 
~ e l c h i z e d e k . "  A f t e r  about twenty-f ive pages ,  
most ly  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l , p r i e s t h o o d ,  he  comments: 
 very C h r i s t i a n  has  and p r a c t i c e s  such  p r i e s t l y  
works. But above t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  is  t h e  com- 
munal o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  t each ing .  For t h i s  
p r eache r s  and p a s t o r s  a r e  necessary .  This  
o f f i c e  cannot be  a t t ended  t o  by a l l  t h e  members 
of a  congrega t ion .  Ne i the r  is i t  f i t t i n g  t h a t  
each household do i t s  own b a p t i z i n g  and ce l e -  
b r a t i n g  of t h e  Sacrament. Hence i t  i s  neces sa ry  
t o  s e l e c t  and o r d a i n  t h o s e  who can  preach  and 
t each ,  who s t u d y  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and who a r e  a b l e  
t o  defend them. They d e a l  w i th  t h e  Sacraments by 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  congrega t ion  . . . Such 
f u n c t i o n s ,  however, do n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  p r i e s t -  
hood a s  such bu t  belong t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  which 
i s  performed i n  beha l f  of a l l  t h o s e  who a r e  p r i e s t s ,  
t h a t  is ,  C h r i s t i a n ~ . " ~  

18. Luther  u se s  T i t u s  1, 5-7 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  ho ly  m i n i s t r y  i s  a  

d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  "Paul s ays  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e  
T i t u s :   his i s  why I l e f t  you i n  Candia,  t h a t  you 
might complete what I l e f t  un f in i shed ,  and appo in t  
e l d e r s  i n  every town a s  I d i r e c t e d  you, men who 
a r e  blameless .  . . . For a  b i shop ,  as God's ste- 
ward, must be  b l ame le s s , '  e t c .  ( T i t u s  1: 5-7). 
Whoever b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e r e  i n  Pau l  t h e  S p i r i t  of 
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s a y s ,  " . . . h i s  g i f t s  were t h a t  some should be  
a p o s t l e s ,  some prophe ts ,  some e v a n g e l i s t s ,  some 
t e a c h e r s ,  and governors ,  e t c .  The people  a s  a  
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whole cannot do t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  bu t  must e n t r u s t  
o r  have them e n t r u s t e d  t o  one person.  Otherwise,  
what would happen i f  everyone wanted t o  speak o r  
admin i s t e r ,  and no one wanted t o  g ive  way t o  t h e  
o t h e r .  It must be  e n t r u s t e d  t o  one person ,  and 
he  a lone  should be  allowed t o  p reach ,  t o  b a p t i z e ,  
t o  abso lve ,  and t o  admin i s t e r  t h e  ~ a c r a m e n t s . " ~  

17 ,  Luther  makes good u se  of t h e  Old Testament 
i n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Psalm 110,4:  

"Thou a r t  a  p r i e s t  f o r e v e r  a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r  of 
~ e l c h i z e d e k . "  A f t e r  about twenty-f ive pages ,  
most ly  on t h e  u n i v e r s a l , p r i e s t h o o d ,  he  comments: 
 very C h r i s t i a n  has  and p r a c t i c e s  such  p r i e s t l y  
works. But above t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  is  t h e  com- 
munal o f f i c e  of p u b l i c  t each ing .  For t h i s  
p r eache r s  and p a s t o r s  a r e  necessary .  This  
o f f i c e  cannot be  a t t ended  t o  by a l l  t h e  members 
of a  congrega t ion .  Ne i the r  is i t  f i t t i n g  t h a t  
each household do i t s  own b a p t i z i n g  and ce l e -  
b r a t i n g  of t h e  Sacrament. Hence i t  i s  neces sa ry  
t o  s e l e c t  and o r d a i n  t h o s e  who can  preach  and 
t each ,  who s t u d y  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and who a r e  a b l e  
t o  defend them. They d e a l  w i th  t h e  Sacraments by 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  congrega t ion  . . . Such 
f u n c t i o n s ,  however, do n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  p r i e s t -  
hood a s  such bu t  belong t o  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  which 
i s  performed i n  beha l f  of a l l  t h o s e  who a r e  p r i e s t s ,  
t h a t  is ,  C h r i s t i a n ~ . " ~  

18. Luther  u se s  T i t u s  1, 5-7 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  ho ly  m i n i s t r y  i s  a  

d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  "Paul s ays  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e  
T i t u s :   his i s  why I l e f t  you i n  Candia,  t h a t  you 
might complete what I l e f t  un f in i shed ,  and appo in t  
e l d e r s  i n  every town a s  I d i r e c t e d  you, men who 
a r e  blameless .  . . . For a  b i shop ,  as God's ste- 
ward, must be  b l ame le s s , '  e t c .  ( T i t u s  1: 5-7). 
Whoever b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e r e  i n  Pau l  t h e  S p i r i t  of 
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C h r i s t  i s  speaking and commanding w i l l  be  s u r e  t o  
recognize  t h i s  a s  a  d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and o r d i -  
nance,  t h a t  i n  each c i t y  t h e r e  should be  s e v e r a l  
b i shops ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  one. It i s  a l s o  ev iden t  t h a t  
Pau l  cons ide r s  e l d e r s  and b i shops  t o  be one and 
t h e  same t h i n g ,  f o r  he  s ays :  E lde r s  a r e  t o  be 
appoin ted  and i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l l  c i t i e s ,  and t h a t  
a  bishop s h a l l  be  blameless .  v'5 

19,  So t h e  New Testament g ive s  Luther  t h e  p a t t e r n  
f o r  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  m i n i s t r y  of Word and 

Sacraments,  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e e i n g  i t  done 
l i es  i n  t h e  church, a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  i n  t h e  
congrega t ien  where a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a re  p r i e s t s ,  
Th i s  congrega t ion  of p r i e s t s  ha s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e l e c t  one of t h e i r  number 
a s  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  The o f f i c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
God, and t h e  congrega t ion  f i l l s  t h e  o f f i c e  by 
c a l l i n g  and o rda in ing  a  m i n i s t e r ,  O r  i t  might 
r a t h e r  b e  s a i d  t h a t  God f i l l s  t h e  o f f i c e  through 
t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  congrega t ion ,  This  a c t i o n  a s  
God's a c t i o n  must be  emphasized t o  avoid charg ing  
Luther  w i th  an b e r t r a g u n g s t h e o r i e ,  a s  some Luther  
s c h o l a r s  have done, i ,e , ,  t h e  theory  t h a t  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  grew o u t  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r i e s thood ,  " in which a l l  t h e  b e l i e v e r s ,  a l l  of 
whom were p r i e s t s  . . . through t h e  c a l l  . . . 
transferred t h e i r  own r i g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  
p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c a l l e d  s e r v a n t s .  " 6  
T h i s  would n u l l i f y  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  o f f i c e  as a 
d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and make t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s t -  
hood the only  d i v i n e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  m i n i s t r y ,  

20 ,  I n  s p i t e  of c e r t a i n  passages  where Luther  
seems t o  suppor t  t h i s  view, t h e  evidence i s  

overwhelming t h a t  Luther  never  gave up t h e  b a s i c  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  is  i n s t i t u t e d  
by God. True, t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  i s  a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by God. But t h e  two i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x i s t  

s i d e  by s i d e  wi thout  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  " A l l  a r e  
p r i e s t s ,  bu t  n o t  a l l  a r e  p a s t o r s  ( P f a r r e r )  ,"7 
says  Luther .  E rns t  Sommerlath p u t s  i t  c l e a r l y  
when he s ays  t h a t  "we must abandon t h e  i d e a  
that.  t h e  o f f i c e  grows ou t  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r ies thood ."  I n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  "an o r i g i n a l  
o rd inance  of t h e  church,  which exp re s se s  t h e  
w i l l  of t h e  Head of t h e  ~ h u r c h . " ~  

THE CALL 

21. This  r a i s e s  t h e  ques t i on  of t h e  c a l l ,  wi th-  
o u t  which no man can assume t h e  o f f i c e ,  

Lu the r ' s  i d e a  of t h e  c a l l  i s  d i s t i l l e d  and con- 
c e n t r a t e d  i n  t2ie f o u r t e e n t h  a r t i c l e  of t h e  
Augsburg Confession: "No one should p u b l i c l y  
t e ach  i n  t h e  Church o r  admin i s t e r  t h e  Sacraments 
u n l e s s  he b e  r e g u l a r l y  ca l l ed . ' '  

22. It should be  c l e a r  from what h a s  been s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and c a l l  of a  M i n i s t e r  by 

a  congrega t ion  i s  n o t  simply a democrat ic ,  p o l i t i -  
c a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a c t  of  a  group of 
like-minded people .  Nei ther  i s  i t  a  choice  of  
o p t i o n s  I have a s  an  i n d i v i d u a l .  I cannot  say: 
It i s  pu re ly  my d e c i s i o n  whether I want t o  be a  
lawyer ,  a  d o c t o r ,  a plumber, o r  a  m i n i s t e r  of 
C h r i s t *  Jesus s a i d ,  "Ye have n o t  chosen m e ,  b u t  
I have chosen you (John 15, 161, It i s  Likewise 
t r u e  t h a t  you do n o t  dec ide  a lone  t h a t  you w i l l  
be  a m i n i s t e r  of H i s ,  You do n o t  b r azen ly  s t e p  
i n t o  t h e  holy o f f i c e  and t e l l  a congrega t ion  
t h a t  you a r e  going t o  be  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  You 
w i l l  e n t e r  t h a t  ho ly  c a l l i n g  on ly  when God c a l l s  
you through t h e  church and t h u s  p u t s  you i n t o  
t h a t  o f f i c e .  This  is  no mere human arrangement 
f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of o r d e r  i n  t h e  Church. It 
i s  a n  o r d e r l y  p roces s  by which t h e  congrega t ion  



C h r i s t  i s  speaking and commanding w i l l  be  s u r e  t o  
recognize  t h i s  a s  a  d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and o r d i -  
nance,  t h a t  i n  each c i t y  t h e r e  should be  s e v e r a l  
b i shops ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  one. It i s  a l s o  ev iden t  t h a t  
Pau l  cons ide r s  e l d e r s  and b i shops  t o  be one and 
t h e  same t h i n g ,  f o r  he  s ays :  E lde r s  a r e  t o  be 
appoin ted  and i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l l  c i t i e s ,  and t h a t  
a  bishop s h a l l  be  blameless .  v'5 

19,  So t h e  New Testament g ive s  Luther  t h e  p a t t e r n  
f o r  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  m i n i s t r y  of Word and 

Sacraments,  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e e i n g  i t  done 
l i es  i n  t h e  church, a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r ,  i n  t h e  
congrega t ien  where a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a re  p r i e s t s ,  
Th i s  congrega t ion  of p r i e s t s  ha s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e l e c t  one of t h e i r  number 
a s  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  The o f f i c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
God, and t h e  congrega t ion  f i l l s  t h e  o f f i c e  by 
c a l l i n g  and o rda in ing  a  m i n i s t e r ,  O r  i t  might 
r a t h e r  b e  s a i d  t h a t  God f i l l s  t h e  o f f i c e  through 
t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  congrega t ion ,  This  a c t i o n  a s  
God's a c t i o n  must be  emphasized t o  avoid charg ing  
Luther  w i th  an b e r t r a g u n g s t h e o r i e ,  a s  some Luther  
s c h o l a r s  have done, i ,e , ,  t h e  theory  t h a t  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  grew o u t  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r i e s thood ,  " in which a l l  t h e  b e l i e v e r s ,  a l l  of 
whom were p r i e s t s  . . . through t h e  c a l l  . . . 
transferred t h e i r  own r i g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  
p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c a l l e d  s e r v a n t s .  " 6  
T h i s  would n u l l i f y  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  o f f i c e  as a 
d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and make t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s t -  
hood the only  d i v i n e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  m i n i s t r y ,  

20 ,  I n  s p i t e  of c e r t a i n  passages  where Luther  
seems t o  suppor t  t h i s  view, t h e  evidence i s  

overwhelming t h a t  Luther  never  gave up t h e  b a s i c  
i d e a  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  is  i n s t i t u t e d  
by God. True, t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  i s  a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by God. But t h e  two i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x i s t  

s i d e  by s i d e  wi thout  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  " A l l  a r e  
p r i e s t s ,  bu t  n o t  a l l  a r e  p a s t o r s  ( P f a r r e r )  ,"7 
says  Luther .  E rns t  Sommerlath p u t s  i t  c l e a r l y  
when he s ays  t h a t  "we must abandon t h e  i d e a  
that.  t h e  o f f i c e  grows ou t  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r ies thood ."  I n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  "an o r i g i n a l  
o rd inance  of t h e  church,  which exp re s se s  t h e  
w i l l  of t h e  Head of t h e  ~ h u r c h . " ~  

THE CALL 

21. This  r a i s e s  t h e  ques t i on  of t h e  c a l l ,  wi th-  
o u t  which no man can assume t h e  o f f i c e ,  

Lu the r ' s  i d e a  of t h e  c a l l  i s  d i s t i l l e d  and con- 
c e n t r a t e d  i n  t2ie f o u r t e e n t h  a r t i c l e  of t h e  
Augsburg Confession: "No one should p u b l i c l y  
t e ach  i n  t h e  Church o r  admin i s t e r  t h e  Sacraments 
u n l e s s  he b e  r e g u l a r l y  ca l l ed . ' '  

22. It should be  c l e a r  from what h a s  been s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and c a l l  of a  M i n i s t e r  by 

a  congrega t ion  i s  n o t  simply a democrat ic ,  p o l i t i -  
c a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a c t  of  a  group of 
like-minded people .  Nei ther  i s  i t  a  choice  of  
o p t i o n s  I have a s  an  i n d i v i d u a l .  I cannot  say: 
It i s  pu re ly  my d e c i s i o n  whether I want t o  be a  
lawyer ,  a  d o c t o r ,  a plumber, o r  a  m i n i s t e r  of 
C h r i s t *  Jesus s a i d ,  "Ye have n o t  chosen m e ,  b u t  
I have chosen you (John 15, 161, It i s  Likewise 
t r u e  t h a t  you do n o t  dec ide  a lone  t h a t  you w i l l  
be  a m i n i s t e r  of H i s ,  You do n o t  b r azen ly  s t e p  
i n t o  t h e  holy o f f i c e  and t e l l  a congrega t ion  
t h a t  you a r e  going t o  be  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r ,  You 
w i l l  e n t e r  t h a t  ho ly  c a l l i n g  on ly  when God c a l l s  
you through t h e  church and t h u s  p u t s  you i n t o  
t h a t  o f f i c e .  This  is  no mere human arrangement 
f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of o r d e r  i n  t h e  Church. It 
i s  a n  o r d e r l y  p roces s  by which t h e  congrega t ion  



seeks  t o  c a r r y  ou t  C h r i s t ' s  command t o  make 
d i s c i p l e s  through t h e  Means of Grace. And t h e  
man who i s  r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  by t h e  congregat ion 
can be  s u r e  t h a t  he i s  c a l l e d  by God, 

23. I n  t h e  more p i e t i s t i c  c i r c l e s  of American 
Lutheranism people  have no hes i t ancy  i n  

speaking of an i nne r  c a l l ,  One of t h e  g r e a t  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  of t h e  Norwegian Lutheran Church i n  
America, Daniel  Nelson, heard t h e  c a l l  of God 
when he was s h i n g l i ~ g  h i s  r o o f ,  We promptly 
c l imbed $own9 packed h i s  bags, and set  o f f  f o r  
C h i n a ,  There are many s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  i n  ou r  
i s  It might be well t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  
and s e e  i f  t h e  c a l l s  were confirmed 537 the c a l l  
of the church, by a congregatrioii o r  a synod, 
Luther  recognizes  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  t o  the  Apost les  
and Prophets  was an immediate c a l l  from God, But 
s i n c e  t h a t  t ime, he  b e l i e v e s ,  God's c a l l  i s  medi- 
a t e d  through t h e  chu rche9  This  c a l l  i s  t h e  l e g i t -  
imate  c a l l  on which a  man can depend, f o r  i t  i s  
t h e  church which has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c a l l  a  min- 
i s t e r ,  And only w i t h  t h i s  e x t e r n a l  c a l l  can t h e  
cand ida t e  i n  Anfechtung have confidence t h a t  he i s  
c a l l e d  by God, Those who depend on t h e i r  i n n e r  
c a l l  a lone ,  Luther r ega rds  a s  ~chwgrmer.  lo 'The 
d i v i n e  c a l l  is  of two k inds :  t h e  one mediate ,  
t h e  o t h e r  immediate, God now c a l l s  a l l  of us  t o  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Word by a  mediate  c a l l ,  t h a t  
i s ,  a c a l l  which t a k e s  p l a c e  through means, through 
man. But t h e  Apost les  were c a l l e d  immediately by 
C h r i s t  h imse l f ,  a s  t h e  Prophets  i n  t h e  Old Testa-  
ment were c a l l e d  by God himself . . . . The me- 
d i a t e  c a l l  i s ,  a f t e r  t h e  Apos t les '  t ime, t h e  
common kind  of c a l l  i n  a l l  t h e  world,  Nor i s  
t h i s  t o  be  changed. W e  should r a t h e r  h igh ly  com- 
mend it  because of t h e  s e c t a r i e s ,  who d e s p i s e  i t  
and boas t  of another  c a l l i n g ,  whereby they  say 

the  S p i r i t  impels them t o  t each ,  But t h e  impostors  
are  l y i n g ,  True, a  s p i r i t  impels them, bu t  one 
t h a t  i s  no t  good bu t  e v i l . " l l  

2 4 ,  The en t r ance  i n t o  t h e  holy m i n i s t r y  thus  be- 
comes an awesome t h i n g ,  bo th  t o  t h e  congrega- 

t i o n  and t o  t h e  candida te ,  a t h ing  one does w i th  
fear  and frembl.iilg, Luther w r i t e s  i n  1533, "If  
I wanted t o  write about t h e  burdens of a  minister 
a s  E know and have experienced them, I would 
f r i g h t e n  al l .  away from the office, For a gocd 
m i n i s t e r  must hazard every th ing ,  so that aorhing 

1 4 - j  2 is dearer zz  h i m  than  Christ a d  eternal life, . 
? -  * 25, '4'0 a:'2 PTC~ZI-~-CP,E_L ,.14nis"br he wr i t es ,  ''14-y dear  

bro:h~r 13~_~zdii l .C,  you have been appointed by 
God Co LC 2 C a i t h f u l  servant of J e sus  C h r i s t  a t  N,, 
i n  ~rder ts f u r t h e r  H i s  ho ly  name wi th  t h e  pure  
d o c t r i n e  of t h e  CospeP, To t h i s  t a s k  w e  call and 
send you i n  t h e  power of God, j u s t  a s  God bas sent  
us, Therefore  be earnestly v i g i l a n t ,  be indus- 
t r i o u s ,  p ray  God t o  s u s t a i n  you i n  t h i s  h igh  cafl- 
i n g ,  so that you may n o t  f a l l  away because s f  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e ,  he r e sy ,  sects, sr hecause of your 
own no t ions ,  bu t  t h a t  yeu may begin your ministry 
in the  fear of Gad, i n  f a i t h f u l  i n d u s t r y ,  i n  ccn- 
s t a n t  p r aye r ,  and may d i scha rge  i t  p r c p e r l y  i n  
Christ, "I3 

26 ,  There was a t i m e ,  n o t  long ago, t ha t  young 
men t h ink ing  of t h e  ministry were t o l d ,  

*'D=E'-I: go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  un less  you f e e l  that 
you abso1utel.y have t o ,  '' That extreme awe of the  
~ f f i c e  has faded ,  Recognizing t h e  many s e r i o u s  
young men who f e e l  cons t ra ined  by t h e  love of 
Chr i s t  t o  seek t h e  o f f i c e ,  one encounters  candi- 
d a t e s  who t a l k  q u i t e  f r e e l y  about  t h e i r  motives.  
Some go because their  paren%s have always wanted 
them t o  go i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  Others  f i n d  t h e i r  



seeks  t o  c a r r y  ou t  C h r i s t ' s  command t o  make 
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i s ,  a c a l l  which t a k e s  p l a c e  through means, through 
man. But t h e  Apost les  were c a l l e d  immediately by 
C h r i s t  h imse l f ,  a s  t h e  Prophets  i n  t h e  Old Testa-  
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common kind  of c a l l  i n  a l l  t h e  world,  Nor i s  
t h i s  t o  be  changed. W e  should r a t h e r  h igh ly  com- 
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g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  speaking and know m i n i s t r y ?  It i s  t h e  same o ld  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  f a c e s  
t h a t  t h e  p u l p i t  w i l l  g i ve  them a p l a t fo rm and an every person who i s  deba t i ng  whether o r  not  t o  
audience.  Some c a n ' t  dec ide  what t h e i r  l i f e  work e n t e r  the m i n i s t r y .  
should be,  s o  why n o t  t r y  t h e  seminary? I s h a l l  
n o t  dwel l  on t hose  who by t h e i r  own confess ion  
went t o  seminary t o  avoid t h e  d r a f t ,  

2 7 ,  Luther  d r i v e s  every p a s t o r  and t h e o l o g i c a l  
s t uden t  t o  a scorch ing  examination of con- 

s c i e n c e  w i th  h i s  solemn warning t o  t hose  who a r e  
& 7  . 1 " ~ a l n ~ x n g  of e n t e r i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  Deplor ing t h e  
2r.T- w- L u p t  state o f  the  Roman c l e rgy ,  Luther  w r i t e s  
< - ~n 'iis tz ,ea&ise on t h e  Babylorrim C a p t i v i t y ,  -- ------- 
s t : ~ q  . e f ~ r e  my adv i ce  is: Begolze, a73 of yoti t h a t  
wn12ld l i v e  in s a f e t y ;  f lee ,  young men, and do no t  
er i ter  upon t h i s  h s l y  e s t a t e ,  ~anlc:=rs yser are de t e r -  
mined t o  p reach  t h e  Gospel,  and can believe t h a t  
you a r e  made n o t  one whi t  better rhan t h e  l a i t y  
through t h i s  ' sacrament ' of o r d i n a t i o n .  " I 4  

28,  Now t h a t  women a r e  admi t ted  t o  s emina r i e s  
and t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h i s  problem of motiva- 

t i o n  toward t h e  m i n i s t r y  e n t e r s  a  new phase.  The 
o ld  h i s t o r i c  view of t h e  parsonage and t h e  min- 
i s t e r s s  w i f e  as t h e  helpmeet of t h e  p a s t o r  and 
t h e  keeper  of t h e  parsonage i s  f ad ing  ou t  b e f o r e  
t h e  advance of women's l i b e r a t i o n ,  Many young 
b r i d e s  r e j e c t  t h i s  r o l e ,  They want t o  pursue  
their a m  c a r e e r s ,  But a t  t h a t  p o i n t  they  f a c e  
a d e c i s i o n  involv ing  a  r e a l  t empta t ion ,  a s  do 
t h e i r  husbands,  It must be ve ry  easy  f o r  a  woman 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t o  s ay  w i th  he r  husband who i s  a t  
seminary,  Wouldn't a  team-ministry of husband and 
w i f e  be i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and wouldn" t h a t  be  t h e  b e s t  
s o l u t i o n  of our  problem? The same problem is  
t h e r e  i n  r e v e r s e  when a  young man i s  marrying a  
young woman who i s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  seminary.  Here a  
deep se l f -examina t ion  had b e t t e r  be  made. What 
is my motive f o r  seek ing  t h e  ho ly  o f f i c e  of t h e  

29,  Happy i s  t h e  man who e n t e r s  t h e  ho ly  m i n i s t r y  
wi th  t h e  f u l l  assurance  t h a t  he  has been c a l l e d  

by God, "Let t h e  preacher  of t h e  Gospel be s u r e  
t h a t  he  has  a  d i v i n e  c a l l .  Moreover, i t  i s  expe- 
d i e n t  f o r  him t o  fo l l ow  t h e  example of Pau l  and 
h igh ly  p r a i s e  and e x a l t  h i s  c a l l i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
people  (I Cor. 4, 14)  so t h a t  he  ma ga in  rhe 
r e s p e c t  of t hose  who h e a r  him, . . "I5 T h i s  man 
can have t h e  a s su rance  t h a t  he i s  one of God's 
pr ince% '%ut , "  s a y s  Luther ,  "who of us  d a r e s  
b e l i e v e  t h i s  a.nd apply  t h i s  t o  h imse l f ,  t h a t  he  
i s  one of th? heavenly p r i n c e s ?  Yet i t  i s  s o ,  
1 and all other god ly  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  p r i n c e s ,  It 
seems t o  be  t h e  most monstrous p r i d e  t o  a r r o g a t e  
t h i s  t o  o n e s e l f .  B u t  i t  i s  n o t  p r i d e ,  f o r  i t  r e -  
bounds t o  t h e  g l o r y  of t h e  King, S ince  We himself  
i s  t h e  King of g l o r y  and of heaven, t h e r e f o r e  t h o s e  
who e n t e r  i n t o  H i s  m i n i s t r y  are  H i s  c o u n s e l l o r s  and 
g r e a t  p r i n c e s  even though they do n o t  b e l i e v e  t hey  
a r e  such g r e a t  personages,  8196 

30. A congrega t ion  about  t o  c a l l  a  m i n i s t e r  ought 
t o  approach i t s  t a s k  w i t h  t h e  same awe t h a t  

t h e  cand ida t e  f e e l s  toward t h e  ho ly  o f f i c e ,  For 
" i f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  God has  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  P a s t i -  
t u t e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e s t a t e  w i th  H i s  o m  blood and 
dea th ,  i t  i s  easy t o  conclude t h a t  M e  w i l l  have 
i t  h i g h l y  honored, n o t  s u f f e r  i t  t o  be des- 

There i s  no d e a r e r  t r oyed ,  o r  t o  c e a s e ,  
t r e a s u r e  no r  any more p r ec ious  t h i n g  on e a r t h  o r  
i n  t h i s  l i f e  than a  r e a l  and f a i t h f u l  p a s t o r  o r  
p r eache r .  "I8 

31. With t h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  ho ly  o f f i c e  a 
congrega t ion  w i l l  approach t h e  ca l l .  and o r d i -  

n a t i o n  of a  m i n i s t e r  w i th  concern and w i t h  p r aye r .  
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n a t i o n  of a  m i n i s t e r  w i th  concern and w i t h  p r aye r .  



and honor them a s  l awfu l  bishops and m i n j s t e r s  
Luther  f r e q u e n t l y  t i e s  t h e  c a l l  and ordinzi t ion to -  of the Word, b e l i e v i n g  beyond a l l  shadow of 
g e t h e r .  I n  h i s  t r e a t i s e  on t h e  Babylonlaq Gzp t iv i t v  dotlbt  t h a t  t h i s  has  been done and accomplished 
he  s ays ,  "Drdinat ion,  i f  i t  i s  anyth ing  a t  a l l ,  i s  by God."22 
no th ing  e l s e  than  a  c e r t a i n  r i t e ,  whereby one i s  
c a l l e d  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of t h e  church. "19 Wri t ing  33, The a l l - impor t an t  t h i n g  t o  Luther  i n  a14 
on The P r i v a t e  Mass and T h ~ C o n s e c r a t i o n  of P r i e s t s ,  
he  d e c l a r e s ,  ". . . orda in ing  should c o n s i s t  of and 
be  unders tood a s  c a l l i n g  t o  and e n t r u s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  . . . Our consec ra t i on  s h a l l  
be  c a l l e d  o r d i n a t i o n ,  o r  a  c a l l  t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  $120 

He sees 2 Tim, 2 ,  2 a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o r d i n a t i o n .  
'"icwever, l i s t e n  how simply S t ,  Pau l  speaks about 
or25:1c;tion i n  2 T i m  2 (:2): ' w h a t y o u  have heard 
from m e  b e f o r e  many wi tne s se s  entrrxqt t o  f a i t h f u l  
men who w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  t e ach  othexs a l s c , '  Here 
t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  chr ism nor  b u t t e r ,  i t  i s  s o l e l y  
t h e  command t o  t e a c h  God's Word, Whosoever h a s  
r ece ived  t h e  command, him S t .  Pau l  r ega rds  a s  
p a s t o r ,  b i shop ,  and pope, f o r  eve ry th ing  depends 
on t h e  Word of God as t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e ,  which 
C h r i s t  h imself  r e  arded a s  h i s  o m  and a s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  o f f i c e ,  1t2f 

32.  Luther  would have made a  g r e a t  b i shop .  Maybe 
he  was one. Even i n  h i s  most profound theo- 

l o g i c a l  t r e a t i s e s  he  sounds l i k e  a  p a s t o r  and a  
churchman whose main concern i s  t o  nou r i sh  t h e  
cong rega t i on ' s  l i f e  i n  C h r i s t  by t h e  Gospel. H i s  
adv i ce  on t h e  c a l l i n g  of a  p a s t o r  i s  j u s t  a s  r e l e -  
v a n t  t o  a congrega t ion  today a s  it was i n  1523. 
In  h i s  t r e a t i s e  Concerning The Min i s t ry  he  w r i t e s  
t o  t h e  fo l l ower s  of John Kuss i n  Bohemia a s s u r i n g  
them of t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  c a l l  and o r d a i n  t h e i r  own 
p a s t o r s ,  s i n c e  t h e  Roman b ishops  were n o t  b r ing-  
i n g  them t h e  Gospel,  "Let t h o s e  who come t o g e t h e r  
c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  and e l e c t  one o r  a s  many a s  a r e  
needed of t h o s e  who a r e  capable .  By p raye r  and 
t h e  l a y i n g  on of hands l e t  them commend and ce r -  
t i f y  t h e s e  t o  t h e  whole assembly and r ecogn ize  

t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  Word of God be  
preached and t h e  Sacraments adminis te red  f o r  t h e  
l i f e  of t h e  church,  I n  t h e  same l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n s  i n  Prague, he w r i t e s ,  "Ordinat ion i n -  
deed was f i r s t  i n s t i t u t e d  on t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of 
Scripture, and accord ing  t o  t h e  example and decrees 
of  t h e  Apostfe ,  in orde r  t o  p rov ide  people  w i t h  t h e  
ninistry c f  the T~?ord, The p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  of t h e  
l j ? ~ ~ d )  T \olds P : i r  ~ ~ ~ E j i c ! - $  the mys te r i e s  of God a r e  
made kzown, o ~ ~ g h t  t o  b~ e s t a b l i s h e d  by ho ly  ord ina-  
t i o n  a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  and g r e a t e s t  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  
church,  on which t h e  whole power of t h e  church de- 
pends,  s i n c e  t h e  church i s  noth ing  wi thout  the Word 
and e v e r - t h i n g  i n  i t  ex i s t s  by v i r t u e  of the  Word 
a lone ,  $ 9  2 3  

3 4 ,  In  h i s  Table  Talk Luther  h a s  l e f t  us  an - -- 
account  of h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  of Magis te r  Benedict  

Schumann in 1537. H e  composed a  complete L i tu rgy  
of Ord ina t ion ,  which appears  handwr i t t en  i n  a 
Wit tenberg Agenda of 1539, It became widely used 
i n  t h e  churches  everywhere and laas much 31: cornmon 
wi th  t h e  Ord ina t ion  L i tu rgy  now i n  use  i n  k n ~ r i c a n  
Lutheran churches ,  24 

HONORING TEE MINISTRY 

35. A congrega t ion  owes honor and r e s p e c t ,  y e s ,  
even obedience t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  

"Reject ing t h e  o f f i c e  of s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e  mass, l e t  
him ( t h e  m i n i s t e r )  t e a c h  t h e  Word of God and govern 
t h e  church."25 This  is n o t  t h e  on ly  p l a c e  Luther  
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s a y s  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  i s  t o  "govern t h e  church."  
Ne i the r  does i t  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  power he  a s c r i b e s  
t o  t h e  l a i t y  and t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood .  There 
must be o rde r  i n  t h e  church. God has  i n s t i t u t e d  
bo th  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  and t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r i e s thood  of every C h r i s t i a n .  He has  given power 
t o  r u l e  t h e  congrega t ion .  BUT --to r u l e  i t ,  a s  
Luther  s a y s ,  by t h e  Word. He s ays  i t  a g a i n  i n  
h i s  Open L e t t e r  -- To The C h r i s t i a n  Nob i l i t y .  I n  
speaking of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  m i n i s t e r  o r  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  he  s a y s ,  "I would speak on ly  of 
the  m i n i s t r y  which God has  i n s t i t u t e d  and which 
i s  t o  r u l e  a  congrega t ion  by means of p reach ing  
and sacraments ,  whose incumbents a r e  t o  l i v e  and 
be  a t  home among t h e  p e o p 1 e . 1 ' ~ ~  

36. The power of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  i s  n o t  
r e j e c t e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t emen t s  of Lu the r ,  

A f t e r  a l l  i t  i s  t h e  church -- t h e  congrega t ion  -- 
which 'chooses  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  c l o t h e s  him w i t h  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  o f f i c e  which God has  i n s t i t u t e d ,  
"By p raye r  and t h e  l a y i n g  on of hands l e t  them 
commend and c e r t i f y  t h e s e  t o  t h e  whole assembly, 
and recognize  and honor them a s  l awfu l  b i shops  
and m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  Word, b e l i e v i n g  beyond a  
shadow of doubt t h a t  t h i s  ha s  been done and accom- 
p l i s h e d  by God."27 This  Luther  a p p l i e s  t o  minis- 
ters and b i shops  a l i k e .  

3 7 ,  Erns t  Sommerlath s a y s  c h a t  t h e  congrega t ion  
owes t h e  ho lde r  of t h e  o f f i c e  obedience a s  

long  a s  he  i s  c a r r y i n g  ou t  t h e  work of t h e  o f f i c e  
i n  accord w i t h  h i s  d i v i n e  conunission, The congre- 
g a t i o n  s h a l l  f o l l ow  t h e  f a i t h  of t h e  m i n i s t e r  a s  
Hebrew s a y s  (13, 7 ) :  "Remember your l e a d e r s ,  
t h o s e  who spoke t o  you t h e  Word of God: cons ide r  
t h e  outcome of t h e i r  l i f e ,  and i m i t a t e  t h e i r  
f a i t h . "  And i n  v e r s e  17: "Obey your l e a d e r s  
and submit t o  them: f o r  they  a r e  keeping watch 

over  your s o u l s ,  a s  men who w i l l  have t o  g ive  
account .  Let  them do t h i s  j o y f u l l y ,  and n o t  
s a d l y  . . . . I v  P au l  writes t o  t h e  Cor in th i an  
C h r i s t i a n s  ( 2  Cor, ?, 9 ) :  "For t h i s  i s  why I 
wrote ,  t h a t  I might t e s t  you and know whether 
you a r e  obedien t  i n  every th ing ."  The m i n i s t e r  
ha s  h i s  commission from C h r i s t  and o f f e r s  H i s  
message i n  C h r i s t ' s  s t e a d ,  a s  Pau l  s a y s ,  "So we 
a r e  ambassadors f o r  C h r i s t ,  God making h i s  appea l  
through us" ( 2  Core 5 ,  20), 

38.  The c a l l  of a  m i n i s t e r  "'imposes on t h e  can- 
grega t i on  t h a t  ex tends  t h e  c a l l  t h e  ob l iga-  

t i o n  -20 h o ~ o r  i t s  p a s t o r  and t o  hea r  h i s  word a s  
the  word o f  Chr i s t "  (W 11, 415, 3 0 ) .  The a u t h o r i t y  
0 %  t h e  m i n i s t e r  ha s  a l r e a d y  been d i s cus sed ,  And 
i t  appears  t h a t  Luther  s a i l s  a  s t r a i g h t  cou r se  
between t h e  two d o c t r i n e s ,  us ing  t h e  one t o  cor- 
r e c t  t h e  c l e r i c a l  tyranny of Rome o r  any o t h e r  
church and t h e  o t h e r  t o  t h e  r a d i c a l  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  E n t h u s i a s t s ,  And i f  a  thorough 
examination i s  made of bo th  t h e  e a r l y  and t h e  
mature Luther  one can s e e  t h a t  he  a r r i v e d  a t  a 
b e a u t i f u l  ba l ance  between t h e  two d o c t r i n e s .  
There seems no b e t t e r  way f o r  t h e  Lutheran Church 
t o  avoid pompous p r eache r s  o r  a r r o g a n t  laymen and 
t o  b r i n g  harmony between t h e  two than  t o  maingain 
t h e  ba l ance  which Luther  found i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  
and t h e  words of C h r i s t ,  

39, Luther  r e g a r d s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
m i n i s t e r  and t h e  l a i t y  a s  a ho ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

a  mar r iage  of l ove  and r e s p e c t .  No c o n f l i c t -  No 
jea lousy .  No compet i t ion ,  Le t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  be  
f a i t h f u l  t o  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  vows and t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  w i l l  honor him and fo l l ow  him, I n  a l l  t h i s  
Luther  i s  summoning u s ,  a l l  of u s ,  laymen and 
p a s t o r s  a l i k e ,  t o  j o i n  hands i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  our  
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p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n  of t e ach ing ,  w i tne s s ing  and 
preach ing  t h e  Word of L i f e  i n  C h r i s t ,  of be ing  
cons t an t  i n  p r aye r  f o r  o t h e r s ,  and of o f f e r i n g  
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a l i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  our  ne ighbor ,  
"even a s  C h r i s t  loved t h e  church,  and gave Him- 
s e l f  f o r  it" (Eph* 5, 25) .  

-- Herman A. P reus  

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

~ u t h e r ' s  Works (He rea f t e r  LW) 44:, 127 

Regin P ren t e r ,  " ~ i e  G e i s t l i c h e  Einstzung des  
Pred ig tamtes  und das  Allgemeine P r i e s t e r t u m  
i n  ~ u t h e r . "  Theologische L i t e r a t u r z e i t u n g ,  
No. 5 ,  May 1961, Le ipz ig .  p. 326 

LW 36, 155, "The Pfisuse of t h e  Mass" 

P r e n t e r ,  I b i d ,  , p .  319 

Weimar Ausgabe (He rea f t e r  W) 31, 1, 211 

Erns t  Sommerlath, Amt  und Allgemeine 
P r i e s t e r t u m  B e r l i n ,  1954. pp. 18-19 

W 40, I, 61, 13 f f  

W 30, 111, 518f f .  (Cf. W 15 ,  32, 2) 

W 40, I, 598 

LW 54, 73; W-T I, No. 453 

13. W-T 5, No. 5376 

14. EW 36, 115 

18. I b i d . ,  146 

26. "Works of Mart in  L u t h e r , "  P h i l a d e l p h i a  1943. 
Vo l .  I T ,  120 



p r i e s t l y  f u n c t i o n  of t e ach ing ,  w i tne s s ing  and 
preach ing  t h e  Word of L i f e  i n  C h r i s t ,  of be ing  
cons t an t  i n  p r aye r  f o r  o t h e r s ,  and of o f f e r i n g  
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a l i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  our  ne ighbor ,  
"even a s  C h r i s t  loved t h e  church,  and gave Him- 
s e l f  f o r  it" (Eph* 5, 25) .  

-- Herman A. P reus  

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

~ u t h e r ' s  Works (He rea f t e r  LW) 44:, 127 

Regin P ren t e r ,  " ~ i e  G e i s t l i c h e  Einstzung des  
Pred ig tamtes  und das  Allgemeine P r i e s t e r t u m  
i n  ~ u t h e r . "  Theologische L i t e r a t u r z e i t u n g ,  
No. 5 ,  May 1961, Le ipz ig .  p. 326 

LW 36, 155, "The Pfisuse of t h e  Mass" 

P r e n t e r ,  I b i d ,  , p .  319 

Weimar Ausgabe (He rea f t e r  W) 31, 1, 211 

Erns t  Sommerlath, Amt  und Allgemeine 
P r i e s t e r t u m  B e r l i n ,  1954. pp. 18-19 

W 40, I, 61, 13 f f  

W 30, 111, 518f f .  (Cf. W 15 ,  32, 2) 

W 40, I, 598 

LW 54, 73; W-T I, No. 453 

13. W-T 5, No. 5376 

14. EW 36, 115 

18. I b i d . ,  146 

26. "Works of Mart in  L u t h e r , "  P h i l a d e l p h i a  1943. 
Vo l .  I T ,  120 



React ion t o  Lec ture  I - D r .  Mi l ton  Zagel 

HOW THE UEIVERSAL PRIESTHOOD 
HAS DEALT WITH THE ECCLESIASTICAL PITFALLS 

OF THE PAST 

My p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  program i s  a  r e s u l t  
of my e x c e p t i o n a l l y  i ndep th  exposure t o  m i n i s t e r -  
i a l  a c t i v i t y  through t h e  y e a r s .  Even though my 
fami ly  background i s  preponderan t ly  c l e r i c a l ,  and 
i myself have had s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of exper ience  a s  
a  clergyman ( m i n i s t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  p a r o c h i a l  
school  t e a c h e r ,  s e r v i c e  p a s t o r ,  azd c h a p l a i n ) ,  
i t  i s  my long  exper ience  a s  a l a y  observer  t h a t  
i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  my being on t h i s  p la t form.  
For what i t  is worth,  my t r a c k  r eco rd  f o r  having 
been exposed t o  a  v e r i t a b l y  ka l e idoscop ic  succes-  
s i o n  of m i n i s t e r i a l  performances i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
b e  cha l lenged .  Back i n  p r e p a r a t o r y  s choo l  and 
seminary days my so-ca l led  "church p a r t n e r "  and 
I a t t ended  a s  many churches  (ou r s  inc luded)  a s  
f e a s i b l e  i n  t h e  Twin C i t i e s  and S t .  Louis ,  L a t e r  
on, 1 was a b l e  t o  con t inue  t h e  p r a c t i c e ,  f i r s t  a s  
a  s t u d e n t ,  then  as  a s e r v i c e  p a s t o r ,  and,  f i n a l l y ,  
as a  chap l a in  i n  t h e  Army of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
s i n c e  no r e g u l a r  cong rega t i ona l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
was involved i n  t h e s e  c a p a c i t i e s .  S ince  t h a t  
t i m e  my w i f e  and 1 a s  p e r e n n i a l  church-shopper 
members of t h e  Church-at-Large have observed a n  
i n o r d i n a t e  number of m i n i s t e r i a l  performances.  

When one l i s t e n s  t o  t h e  l e c t u r e s  t h a t  have 
brought  us  t o g e t h e r  he r e ,  one f i n d s  onese l f  i n  
a  r o l e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of a  p o t e n t i a l  customer 
i n  an automobile  showroom, The v e h i c l e  s t a n d s  
t h e r e  i n  i t s  p r i s t i n e ,  un rus t ed ,  and undented 
g l o r y ,  marvelously designed and engineered ,  and 
t h e  ques t i on  a r i s e s :  How w i l l  i t  ho ld  up when 
i t  h i t s  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  road? Here one has  
a  l u c i d  e x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p e r f e c t l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Un ive r sa l  Pr ies thood  and 
t h e  " ca l l ed  and ordained s e r v a n t s  of t h e  Word," 
and aga in  t h e  ques t i on  a r i s e s :  How does i t  work? 

My purpose i n  these comments i s  t o  d i s c u s s  
from my observatims how t h e  m i n i s t r y  ha s  func- 
t i oned  art5 r'Le.;: ic offer some c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
which, w i th  divine b l e s s i n g ,  could improve t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  Divine Commission 
a s  recorded i n  Matthew 28 and,  i f  a l lowed,  Mark 1 6 ,  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  words a r e  used t o  i n s t r u c t  us  a s  t o  
what we a r e  t o  do. Only t h e  word i n  Mark, making 
an  announcement of importance,  might sugges t  a  
r h e t o r i c a l  approach. The o t h e r  two, i n  Platthew, 
i n d i c a t e  a s  much a s :  Get t h e  i n fo rma t ion  a c r o s s ,  
a t e ach ing  a c t i v i t y .  I n  t e ach ing ,  one u se s  n o t  
on ly  t h e  spoken word bu t  a l s o  t h e  demons t ra t ion ,  
I n  observ ing  m i n i s t e r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  one n o t i c e s  
n o t  on ly  what i s  preached from t h e  p u l p i t  and 
promoted i n  a  congrega t ion ,  bu t  a l s o  what i s  n o t  - 
s a i d ,  o r  even condoned by n o t  demurring. 

I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of my comments From another  a n g l e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  words i n  
seems too  au tob iog raph i ca l  t o  be  i n  good t a s t e ,  t h e  Divine Commission which have a  way, a s  t h e  
l e t  m e  s ay  t h a t  sometimes t h e  cause  does s a n c t i o n  Germans pu t  i t ,  of " f a l l i n g  under t h e  t a b l e "  
t h e  means. ( g e t t i n g  l o s t  i n  t h e  s h u f f l e ) .  Matthew: "Then 

t h e  e l even  went away i n t o  G a l i l e e ,  i n t o  a mountain 
where J e s u s  had appoin ted  them. And when they  saw 
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H i m ,  they  worshipped H i m :  -- bu t  some doubted." 
I n  Mark w e  have e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  a  l i t t l e  more: "He ( J e sus )  upbraided 
them wi th  t h e i r  unbe l i e f  and hardness  -- of h e a r t ,  
because they  b e l i ~ v e d  n o t  them which had seen  H i m  - - - - -- 
a f t e r  H e  was r i s e n , "  There was a breakdown of 
f a i t h ,  

A c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  Homilet ic  Nagazine of 
October 1 8 9 4 ,  (presumably J. P. Beyer) used t h e  
t ex t  for a "Fas toraLpred ig t"  -- I suppose w e  
sliiluld calJ_ it a conference o r  synadica% sermon -- 
TEE .;l?^l;;~h he Leaves no doubt that weakness of faith 
i:, - xintster's wors t  occupa t iona l  d isease ,  a s  i t  
i s  w i t h  a l l  of u s ,  

- 
/ I f  t h i s  approach seems t s o  d i s q u i z t i n g  t o  - 

anyone, p l e a s e  remember t h a t  I am "Missour i -  
o r i e n t e d . "  1 am i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  Jshann 
Wolfgang von Goethe9s  Mephistopheles had "Missouri" 
i n  mind -- p r o p h e t i c a l l y  -- when h e  s a i d  i n  Fuas t  
( l i n e  2836 f f ) ,  "The Church has  a  s t r o n g  stomach 
. . . can t o l e r a t e  a lmost  any th ing  and anybody'' 
( t r a n s l a t i o n  s l i g h t l y  shaded):/ 

What a r e  t h e  symptoms of t h i s  occupa t iona l  
d i s e a s e ?  "Ye s h a l l  make you no i d o l s  nor  graven 
image . . . t o  bow down t o  i t  . . ." (Lev. 26,  1 ) .  
We a r e  always i n c l i n e d  t o  be ve ry  c r i t i c a l  of Aaron 
b u t ,  r e a l l y ,  h i s  l i t t l e  golden c a l v e s  were ou t  i n  
t h e  open where anyone could e a s i l y  s e e  them, You 
might s ay  t h a t  Aaron's i d o l a t r y  was open and above- 
board.  But graven images come i n  a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  
of shapes  and s i z e s ,  some i n  d i s g u i s e ,  and some 
even i n v i s i b l e ,  V o l t a i r e  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  
obse rva t i on :  " I f  people  do n o t  have a  god, t hey  
make themselves  one." These homemade gods o r  
graven images a r e  t h e  r e a l l y  i n s i d i o u s  ones .  
Western C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a  house "empty, swept,  and 

garnished" i s  e s p e c i a l l y  ingenious  i n  des ign ing  
t h e s e  homemade l a r e s  and pena tes .  We c a l l  i t  
" f i n e  i d o l a t r y , "  A rearrangement of p r i o r i t i e s  
i s  i t s  hal lmark.  

S ince  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t r y  i s  what It i s ,  
i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e a  where ma lp rac t i ce  
p i t f a l l s  a r e  most t r e ache rous ,  It i s  t h e  a r e a  t o  
which Screwtape a s s i g n s  h i s  b e s t  o p e r a t i v e s .  If 
he  can ga in  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p r epa ra to ry  s choo l s ,  
t h e  s emina r i e s ,  and t h e i r  minions by ju-mbli17g t h e  
p r i o r i t i e s ,  the rest  i s  easy ,  It l e a v e s  t h e  
Universa l  Priesthcod ho%ding the bag,  s o  g o  speak,  

m  here i s  a v e r i t a b l e  cont inuo  of f e a r i n g ,  
I-oving,  a p d  t::llstir;g i n  creatures and t h i n g s  a s  
~~e sbc2id "%-I-, 4 0 ~ . ~ 2 ,  and t r u s t  i n  God9' t h a t  i s  
zltcays rsbsc.i-i.ring o r  drowning ou t  t h e  announcement 
of God's love I n  Christ, 1 should Like t o  c i t e  a  
f e w  examples -- i n s t a n c e s  when "Menschenfurcht" 
(cowering and grove l ing  be fo re  t h e  wor ld ) ,  weakness 
of f a i t h ,  a  f e e l i n g  s f  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  have caused u s  
t o  t a k e  wrong t u r n s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  

I n  t h e  2 0 ° s ,  we of my gene ra t i on  went o f f  t o  
our  r e s p e c t i v e  C o n c ~ r d i a s ,  o r  whatever they  were 
c a l l e d ,  i f  w e  had des igns  on e n t e r i n g  the  s e r v i c e  
of t h e  Church, o r  we might have gone t o  Valpara i so  
Un ive r s i t y ,  i f  our  i n t e r e s t s  l a y  i n  s e c u l a r  f i e l d s ,  
It was assumed i n  our  c i r c l e s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  of be ing  
g e n e r a l l y  and t o t a l l y  uninformed, t h a t  Valpa was 
t h e  only s a f e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h ighe r  ( s e c u l a r )  
l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  count ry  and was supported a s  such,  
e s p e c i a l l y  on a c e r t a i n  Sunday i n  January ,  The 
o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  from c o a s t  t o  c o a s t  were sum- 
mar i l y  stamped as "godless .  s' Quest ions  a r o s e  : 
Was t h e  Holy S p i r i t  of t h e  Third A r t i c l e  r e a l l y  
s o  f e e b l e  a s  t o  be  powerless  a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y ?  
More s o  t han  a t  t h e  l o c a l  Farmers' E l eva to r  Co. 
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- 
/ I f  t h i s  approach seems t s o  d i s q u i z t i n g  t o  - 
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or at a meeting of Union Local #231, where Luth- 
erans consorted with "outsiders" without qualms? 
It did not square with Romans VIII, Were Lutherans 
never to have the services of professional people 
such as architects, lawyers, economists, physicians, 
etc,, who were members of their own denomination? 
Obviously Missouri Lutherans wishing to pursue 
careers in such fields bad to be trained outside 
the existing church-oriented "system." (Inciden- 
tally, Valpo could not possibly then -- or now -- 
stzff its own departments with dedicated Lutheran 
Christians,) Was there really that much difference 
between Valpo mathematics and secular mathematics? 
?r were Lutherans expending for secular purposes, 
where the pursuit of knowledge is an end in itself, 
 he resources that God-fearing pe~ple had contrib- 
uted for the propagation of the Cosj)el;, After 
all, Lutherans, too, could -- and usually for much 
less money -- get quality instruction in subjects 
sf their o m  choosing at schools that were sup- 
ported by the%r own people in the form of funds 
rendered to Caesar, The Universal Priesthood did 
not know any better, and it could be demonstrated 
that the pastors were also at a loss* It was all 
due to a downgrading of the Holy Spirit's power 
and a groveling before the world's view of higher 
education, Bow often we heard: "We want to build 
a great university!" Why? ($faybe beat Notre Dame?) 

Those of us preparing for service in the Church 
were adjudged to be safe. &en those at St. 
~eSald's on the hill northwest of ~rlington.7 - We 
;$ere at our respective preparatory schools, where 
we were trained by a fourth-generation faculty, 
who were trained by third-generation faculty, who 
were trained by second-generation faculty, who 
were indeed trained by those dedicated, enterpris- 
ing, and well-educated people who had come to this 
country for a fresh start. Somewhere along the 

line -- Professor Oswald B, Overn and P have dis- 
cussed this at length -- little by Little there 
was erosion and dilution. The erasion has now 
reached a point where our St, Paul Concordia sends 
out alumni notes which point up the state of 
affairs, In one issue, for instance, the Luther 
statue representation. is r c d r a w ~ l  in such a way as 
t o  p o r t r a y  the  Reformer standicg there, armed with 
 upi id's quiver and bow, and holding his fist f i r m l y  
planted on -- a heart-shaped bow of Valentine candy, 
The Bible has disappeared. If y - w  90 i n  for syntbo- 
lism, you may find that quite revealing, "ilj3ierc: 
your treasure is, there will your heart be a l s : ~ ~ ' '  
(~att, 6,Zl) 

Just as the Sounding fathers of our country set 
up a system of self-government that was to be 
foolp.poof, in t h e  same way our church fathers of 
t he  19th century organized a ministerial training 
system that was to be even more foolproof, It 
seems to have been, by the grace of God, amazingly 
effective. We all remember how much the Lord of 
the Church bas done for us, collectively and indi- 
vidually, through the ministrations of some of our 
teachers, The parochial system, however, as time 
went on, fostered a kind of un-intellectualism 
(not anti-), in theological matters as w e l l  as 
secular, which became detrimental to the Gospel  
ministry. I, for instance, went through six years 
of Classical studies without ever contemplkting 
the fact t h a t  the period represented in these 
studies was the  very "flallness sf time" t h a t  God 
had chosen for the appearance of His Son in the 
flesh. Those of you who are watching Ronald Eyre's 
"~ong Search" on Educational Television on Sunday 
evenings may have been surprised, as I was, to see 
Plato's image among the Rumanian icons and asked 
yourselves, "Is Saul also among the prophets?" 
(I Sam. 10, 12) The point I am making here is that 
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t h e r e  i s  no i n fo rma t iona l  a c q u i s i t i o n  t h a t  cannot 
be a l l  t h i n g s  t o  a l l  men. S tudents  t r a i n e d  a s  un- 
imag ina t i ve ly  as we, were bound i n  l a t e r  l i f e  t o  
f a l l  f o r  t hose  dev i ce s ,  f e t i s h e s ,  and escape mech- 
anisms which have become such important  s u b s t i t u t e s  
f o r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n t e r f e r e  w i th ,  d e c l a r i n g  " a l l  t h e  
counse l  oE God." S ince  our "al lgemeine Bildung" 
(a l l -around educa t ion  i n  the a r t s  and s c i e n c e s )  w a s  
so  skimpy, D r .  C .  F. W ,  Walther even deemed i t  
ne~ :~ssa ry  i n  his day t o  w r i t e  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a 
-dc\l,~.!,,e enx: i e k d  Gesch ich te  - aus Kirche -- uncl Wzlt - zu 
3-r -". L ~ ~ t h e r s  KleLnelil Katechis~liiis by Wermann F i c k ,  

Î  - - - -I I____---- - 
2 c o 7 1 e e t i u n  of s t o r i e s  (some of: them q u i t e ,  qr i i tc .  
apocryphal  -- one wc~raders whether Dr,  i\lal_ther might 
have been q u i t e  s l e epy  when/if  he read t l l e n ~ ) ,  
s t o r i e s  which p a s t o r s  were t o  u s e ,  in the wzy some 
use  ~ a r l r l e t t ' s  Fami l i a r  Qiloiatio~=is,  t o  give their 
sermonic o f f e r i n g s  a t  l e a s t  some senblance of e ru -  
d i t i o n  and c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

Back i n  t h e  "godless  u n i v e r s i t i e s . ' '  How sur- 
p r i s e d  I was / t h i n g s  have changed d r a s t i c a l l y  now, 
b u t  1 s h a l l  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  my second response/ - 
-- how s u r p r i s e d  I w 2 s  when, i n  1935, 1 found r e -  
l i g i o n  everywhere on the  campus of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Iowa. There were t h e  s k e p t i c s  and a r r o g a n t l y  
i r r e l i g i o u s ,  of course ,  bu t  they  were a s  easy  t o  
s p o t  a s  Aaron's golden ca lve s .  The p i c t u r e  was 
somewhat remin iscen t  of Mars H i l l ,  t o  be s u r e ,  
bu t  "60ttsucherr"(seekers of d i v i n e  t r u t h )  were 
much i n  evidence.  W e  had "Rel igion i n  L i f e  Week" 
once a  year .  (Prof ,  Rehwinkel of our  S t .  Louis 
f a c u l t y  was t h e  l i v e - i n  t heo log i an  a t  one of t h e s e . )  
We had r e g u l a r  Un ive r s i t y  Vesper Se rv i ce s  a t  which 
t h e  sermons were most ly  pap, of course ,  bu t  some- 
t i m e s  t h e r e  was subs tance .  The famous School of 
Re l ig ion  had j u s t  been founded ( i n  which I had a  
l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  appointment) .  And Johnny-come- 
l a t e l y  "Missouri ," g r adua l l y  awakening t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  s t u d e n t s  had immortal s o u l s  a l s o ,  had brought 
i n  one of i t s  f i r s t  s t u d e n t  p a s t o r s  w i t h  a tri- 
p a r t i t e  ass ignment:  I )  p rov ide  a  church home f o r  
t h e  t r a n s i e n t  s t u d e n t  popu la t i on ,  2 )  m i n i s t e r  t o  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  needs of p a t i e n t s  from a l l  over t h e  
s t a t e  i n  f i v e  h o s p i t a l s ,  and 3) reassemble t h e  
l o s t  and s t r a y i n g  sheep of t h e  house of "Missouri" 
& h a t  had d r i f t e d  i n  a l l  directions a f t e r  t h e i r  
congrega t ion  had co l l apsed  a  number of y e a r s  
b e f o r e  t h a t ,  For t h i s  most demanding t r i p a r t i t e  
assignment they  pkeked  a sv.perann.7aated man o f  
very preca r ious  h e a l t h h ,  Af t e r  his h e a l t h  c o l l a p s e d ,  
he w a s  succeeded by an almost  unbroken l i n e  (one 
sL.iriirag except ion)  of m i n j s t e r i a l  o p e r a t i v e s  f o r  
whose kind Theodore Graebner r e se rved the  a lphabe t -  
j c ~ l  designstLon:  URD -- unburied dead ( m i n i s t e r ) ,  
T p 2  student 72storate degenerated t o  t h e  l e v e l  of 
a "room and  b:lardl' job which enabled t h e  incumbent 
L C  work f o r  an advanced degree of h i s  o m  choosing 
i s a  complete unhurried comfort ,  You can imagine 
w h a t  happened @a t h e  cGmpus m i n i s t r y .  Everything 
went from bad t o  wo-rs.-.- usit-j-l n few y e a r s  ago i t  
became pos-i_tfvely obscen? 2 ~ ~ $  s ro t s r iaus ,  Much of 
t h i s  was no t  on ly  accep ted  but. even encouraged by 
a well-meaning bu t  thoroughly rinept a d n i i n i s t r a t i o n -  

A chap l a in  iri t h e  m i l i t a r y  soon f i n d s  o u t  that 
home cong rega t i ona l  membership and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
uniform have one t h i n g  i n  cornon: They both cover 
rap what i s  r e a l l y  t h e r e ,  Even t h e  v i s i b l e  church 
p u t s  on a  c loak  of i n v i s i b i l i t y  when i n  
It g i v e s  one pause.  Also,  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  one 
d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h e  image of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c le rgy-  
man i s  no t  a  r e a s s u r i n g  one. The chap l a in  i s  n o t  
t aken  s e r i o u s l y ,  n o t  because he  i s  a  "man of God," 
which would be  unders tandable ,  b u t  because he  i s  
n o t  a  "man of God" i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  of t h e  people  
he  i s  supposed t o  s e rve .  From t h e  number of sub- 
t e r f u g e s  he  u s e s ,  one ga in s  t h e  impression t h a t  he  
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which would be  unders tandable ,  b u t  because he  i s  
n o t  a  "man of God" i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  of t h e  people  
he  i s  supposed t o  s e rve .  From t h e  number of sub- 
t e r f u g e s  he  u s e s ,  one ga in s  t h e  impression t h a t  he  



does not have such confidence in his product and, 
like his civilian peer, is always looking for 
ways to make himself and his offerings palatable 
to the world. (In recent weeks one has even gained 
the impression that an infectious warm smile is a 
pastor's first asset.) The world always gladly 
asstames the responsibilities of the Universal 
Priesthood in determining ecclesiastical priorities, 

As a result of :he number-one occupational 
disease alluded to above, the 'Yeaaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" 
is modified, watered down, or even surrendered 
entirely to hold on for dear life to financial 
revenue, numerical strength, worldly respectability, 
social acceptability, and even popularity, These 
are the pitfalls that have so signally thro~tled 
the Church's mission in the past, 

Tomorrow: What can the Universal Priesthood 
do to counteract the ravages of the cccupational 
disease? 

Reaction to Lecture I - Prof, Rudolph E .  Honsey ------ 

As you can see from the last page of your 
program, this year's series of Reformation Lectures 
is a continuation of a tradition begun several 
years ago, In all of these lectures the speakers 
have drawn copiously from the writings of D r ,  Martin 
Luther as well as from the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves, Nor should that be i n   he least surprising, 
since the Great Reformer had steeped himself i n  the 
S c r i p T u u e s  t o  such an extent that he truly lived and 
b r e a t h ~ d  the c r u t h s  contained therein, Me djd so 
to such an ~ x t e ~ t  that he found in the Scriptures 
1 1 2 2  a 1 ~ ; ' r ~ e r ~  T G  impoxtant questions, and he used 

i e 3 ~  Scri  p"k.i;::q~l_iss~3:;es to support and defend his 
s x ~ s i t a o n ,  C ~ ~ I ~ L ~ C T  12e ~ 3 s  interpre~ing a difficult 
p ~ s s 2 g e  in C~nesls COT the Psa lms or the Prophets, 
or whether he was deba t ing  ~ 5 t h  Drs Eck or writing 
%tPs response to Erasi;les i ~ - ~  h i s  moaumental wcxk 
4 f 0 ~  THE BONDAGE 07 THX WFL:,,~: 

A casual look at the t i t - l e s  C F  t he  Reformation 
Lectures given over the years Irere a t  Bethany m i g h t  
well impress us with the variety of subjects on 
which Luther had something worthwhile to say ,  
However, not only their variety, b u t  also their 
timeliness strongly suggests i t s e l f ,  It i s  truly 
amazing that a man who was born almost 500 years 
ago and who packed so much into a lifetine sf only 
moderate length could speak so relevantly on so 
many subjects and issues that directly confront 
us today. In the annual presentations that we 
have sponsored, we have benefited from the exper- 
tise of scholars in many areas, in all of which 
Luther himself had something substantial and worth- 
while to contribute, because he had immersed him- 
self in Holy Scripture, and with his many God-given 
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t a l e n t s  was a b l e  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  m a t t e r  
and communicate i t  t o  o t h e r s .  

A s  we examine t h e  s u b j e c t s  of t h e s e  l e c t u r e s ,  
I would a l s o  submit t h a t  they  a r e  t ime ly ,  Le t  u s  
b r i e f l y  enumerate t h e  s u b j e c t s  p resen ted  dur ing  
t h e  p a s t  f i v e  yea r s .  I n  1973 t h e  l e c t u r e s  d e a l t  
w i t h  an i s s u e  t h a t  i s  extremely impor tan t  t o  a l l  
who t a k e  t h e  B ib l e  s e r i o u s l y :  "HOW IS  THE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH TO INTERPRET AND USE THE OLD AND NEW TESTA- 
MET.IS?" The l e c t u r e r $  D r ,  Robert Preus ,  a  nephew 
ef our  speaker ,  emphasized the  i n s p i r a t i o n  and 
inerrancy of t he  Holy S c r i p t u r e s ,  A s  perhaps never  
before, today t h e  B ib l e  i s  a  ba t t l eg round ,  and i t  
i s  9 l l - impor tan t  t h a t  we accep t  i t  as God's Word 
ana t h a t  we i n t e r p r e t  i t  i n  accordance w i t h  sound 
and s c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of i n t e r p r e t a t l o n ,  

Today, however, even among many who p r o f e s s  
t h c t  t h e  B ib l e  i s  t h e  i n s p i r e d  Word s f  God, t h e r e  
i s  a s t r o n g  tendency t o  dawn-grade t h e  importance 
of t h e  Means of Grace, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord's S u p p e r ,  It w a s  t h e r e f o r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  tha% f o r  1 9 7 4  t h e  committee i n  charge  
of these l e c t u r e s  selected the  t o p i c  "THE IMPORTMCE 
OF THE REPOX_P/IATION FOR THE LUTHEMN CHURCH TODAY 
WITK REFERENCE TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE MEANS OF GRACE, 
THE CHURCH, AND CHURCH FELLOWSHIP," Those l e c t u r e s  
were d e l i v e r e d  by D r ,  Manfred Roensch of Oberurse l ,  
Germany, 

The nex t  t w o  s e r i e s  of l e c t u r e s  took i n t o  
account  our  Nat iona l  B icen t enn i a l .  I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  t h a t  important  observance,  P ro f .  B e  W. Teigen 
addressed  t hose  i n  a t t endance  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
"THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE OF THE TWO KINGDOMS AND 
I T S  SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL." 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y  one of t h e  r e a c t o r s  t h a t  yea r  s t a t e d  
that ve ry  few Lutherans  i n  our  count ry  had taken  

izp srrcl~ a t ~ t p d c  i n  S ~ ~ ~ T P Z Y S  or C S S ~ Y S  in spi te  t)f 
the  fact t h a t  it was very o 'uv is~ ts ly  a. pertineela. axle, 

In t h e  Bicentennial Year P r o f ,  E, C ,  Fredl-ic1-i 
of Mequsn, Wisconsin,  p r e s e n ~ e d  another  series of 
l e c t u r e s  on an her icarr  Lutheran thenze: "TEIE QUEST 
FOR TRUE 9,liiS'HERBlq IDENTITY IN MERICA," While 
o b v i o u s l y  Luther  could speak w i t h  no a u t h s r i t ~ y  
abeut  American Lutheranism, the  doctrine t h a t  he 
so  capably and clearly t augh t  i s  s t i l l  an Inportant 
touchs tone  COT $ i f f  erenfiiat-jlng t r u e  teach$?;g feosn 
f a l s e ,  s i n c e  it is h s e d  on S c r i p t u r e ,  

East C-tobex Prof, Kurt Ha.r:quart was again t h e  
spe~.kk:r, as 'h2. ]lad been t e n  years b e f o r e ,  This  

yt- jrk-: '.?n s e g t r a l  doctr-jne of Scr - jp tu re ,  
? P ~ I ~ T F  s - . r i r ~ i ~ ~ t  .i . J_lii., L):-JL ~ f i  ,Ii4E CjF p i ~ J ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ C ~ ~ q ~ p 3  '' Ob~io~~1-37 -  %ha"; 

It is our  grezt pr tvi l .ege  and p leasu re  t h i s  year 
t o  have D r ,  H c r m a ~ i  A, ?-LEIIS share with u s  a few o f  
2 7 Lne r e s u l t s  of what :-12s been a long and devoted 
s t ~ ~ d y  of t h e  writings of I > r ,  Mar t in  L u t h e r ,  S u r e l y  
the Great Reformer's thm.glit:s and ata tcnte~aLs  on the 
people In  t h e  p u l p i t  and the pew are always of 
great  in te res t  and importance t o  u s a  Gf 'ate Ln 
particular it has also no doubt  caused a few prab- 
Terns. It was w i t l a  great inccrest tha t  Y f d r a t  read 
Cr, Preus '  presentation "THE OFFICZ 81' ;Si3? , -, 

MINISTRY," 2nd then a l so ,  wi th  you, h e r d  him 
pz-esernt i t  t h i s  morning, I fee l  i n  g a r t i i * ~ ? l a r  
ihat t h e  second paragraph  of t h e  copy I r2reived 
i s  extremely pera t inen&,  and bears repetition, 
Dr. P r e u s  s t a t e s :  "I bel ieve  the  s p i r i t  of OUT a g e  
compels t h e  CI-~arerch t o  face t h e  whole problem of 
*- k!le 1 relation of p u l p f t  and pew, cf minister and 

lagman. If t.21.c Bicelzt-snniaP had Iteft us  a s logan  
it would undoubtedly have con ta i t~ed  two concepts:  
equa l i ty  and frcedsm, These b a s i c  concepts  s f  
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American L i f e  have been dominant i n  our  t h ink ing  
long  be fo re  1978. But t h e  B icen t enn i a l  has  
focused o u t  a t t e n t i o n  on them. ' A l l  men a r e  
equa l . '  ' A l l  men ought t o  be  f r e e . '  The empha- 
sis i s  h igh ly  impor tan t .  An overemphasis can be 
d e s t r u c t i v e .  '' 

The e s s a y i s t ' s  warning n o t  t o  overemphasize 
t h e  concept of e q u a l i t y  i s  very  w e l l  taken.  
'Cviile i n  gene ra l  we do hold t o  t h e  s ta tement  i n  
01-13" Dec l a r a t i on  of independence t h a t  " a l l  men 

7,- 
,, e created equa3_, '' t h a t  i s ,  a 1  l have equa l  
r i a h t s  - under t h s  laws of the l a n d ,  we must a l s o  
3d1iii.t ~113t t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  where t h e r e  i s  
:A matter of a u t h o r i t y ,  F u r t h e r n o c e ,  s l n c z  
pr, Prezs  does no t  ment ion i t ,  1 wou* l&  like to 
add that t h e  s ta tement  " a l l  n:eii a r z  t - - r e ~ t e d  
equal" by no means imp1 fes  t h z t  ~2 are a l l  al-ike, 
as though we were a l l  cans 21 Cani~bekl. 's T ~ n i a e o  
Soup. The Lord h a s  made rxs d i f f e r e n t  i n  appear- 
ance, i n t e r e s t s ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  accsmplisEaments, and 
ss f o r t h ,  Bue w e  are  c r c a ~ e d  equa l  b e f o r e  the 
law, a s  we a l s o  are alike b e f o r e  God, who shows 
no p a r t i a l i t y ,  

D r .  P reus  r i g h t l y  emphasizes t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  
must keep a  p roper  ba lance  between t h e  two teach-  
i ngs :  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Min i s t ry  and t h e  S p i r i -  
t u a l  Pr ies thood  of A 9 1  Be l i eve r s .  To main ta in  
such a balance i s  n o t  easy ,  He p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  
i n  v a r i u u s  pe r iods  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Church 
the pendulum has  swung t o  one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  
We a l s o  po in ted  o u t  something t h a t  has  been more 
n o t i c e a b l e  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s :  t h e  swing 
of t h e  pendulum toward a c t i v e  l a y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
which i s  i n  gene ra l  good, b u t  n o t  wi thout  dangers  
if it goes too  f a r ,  I f ,  f o r  example, t h e  p a s t o r  
l e a v e s  t h e  p lanning  and conduct ing of a  Sunday 
worship s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  young people  wi thout  ca re -  
f u l  supe rv i s ion ,  a s  i s  done i n  some c i r c l e s ,  

t h e  r e s u l t s  may a t  b e s t  be ques t i onab l e ,  

The s p e a k e r ' s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  L u t h e r ' s  concern 
t h a t  t h e r e  be nc imbalance between t h e  m i n i s t r y  
and t h e  p r i e s thood  of b e l i e v e r s  de se rves  s e r i o u s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  Unl ike C a r l s t a d t ,  Zwingl i ,  and 
Calv in ,  L u t h e r  w a s  a  conse rva t i ve  re former ,  He 
showed himself a s  such a l s o  i n  o b j e c t i n g  on t h e  
one hand t o  t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  h i e r a r c h y  and on 
t h e  o t h e r  hand t o  t he  r e v o l t  of t h e  peasan t s ,  
The two t each ings  must be  kept  i n  tension and 
ba lance ,  a s  must a l s o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  t e ach ings  
i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  for example, Cod's d e s i r e  cf sal- 
v a t i o n  f o r  -- a l l  and p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  justification 
and s a n c t i f i c a t % s n ,  and Law and gospel-. 

L u t h e r  had %he right unders tanding  of t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  ~c;i-Lr,ist-i.y. H e  was convinced t h a t  a  
m i n i s t e r  b2d . l o t  through h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  been given 
che indelible character  which s e t  him a p a r t  from 
the  c o m s n  people  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e ,  a s  
t h e  Church i n  which he had been brought  up raught  
and p r a c t i c e d  i n  the Sacxaxen t  of Noly Orders ,  
Our l e c t u r e r  h a s  a l s o  p ~ i n t - e d  @ u p  t h a t  L u t h e r  was 
bothered  by the c o n t r a 4 i c t i n n  between th2t teach-  
ing and "the c o r r u p t i o n  and tkz heresy t h a t  were 
poisoning  $he Church and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the b ie r -  
archy." It was o n l y  a f t e r  cc~cidi3-rabie  etudy and 
soral-"searching t h a t  Luther  had arr ived a t  "cc: 

t r u e  t e ach ing  of the B i b l e  on t h e  dact.r%rle u f  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and such w a s  t h e  case also v>L'rr 
regard  t o  o the r  d o c t r i n e s ,  i nc lud ing  that of t h e  
ninistry, 

Our speaker quotes  from Lu the r ' s  t r e a t i s e  
"ON THE COUNCILS AND CBURCHES" r ega rd ing  t h e  
o f f i c e  s f  t h e  rniniskry,  Included i n  t h a t  quota- 
tiszrg, i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  Ephesians 4:11, i n  which 
v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  



American L i f e  have been dominant i n  our  t h ink ing  
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7,- 
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m i n i s t r y  are  listed. Luther  liimself was n 
remarkable co~r~bination of preacl-zcr , p a s f c r ,  
p r o f e s s o r ,  translator, author, musician, among 
other t h i n g s ,  T-lie conctz.r;! of t h e  ministry must 
have been q u i t e  comprei~erzsi-ve and lile did 110t 
hesitate to appeal t o  his degree of Doctor of 
T761eology when i i r .  W ~ S  warranted, 

ar, P r e u s  rzferred i n  h i s  l e c t u r e  to Luther's 
bse of the 3 4 d  Tes;:arnent, particularly his ex- 
& . - - L-,:i.,e <+ ..* - cornrner;~ sol-; ctne of ehe Messianic Psalz~s, 

:'caiix, IL3, verse 4, which reads: "~hou art a 
1; - i  5 - 6 ~  forever  af ~ e r  the order of Ilelchizedek. " 
Making applic-ation of that verse to those -t~hc~ 
are c a l l e d  Into the m i n i s t r y ,  L u t h e r  emphasizes 
the importance o f  having men who a r e  i!us?.-lfied 
e u  serve i n  tha t  capac i ty ,  and a j s o  ?o auc2id che 
confusion thaf w~;xj$  resu3 t fror;, a situaL";on is; 

+ e tzhz,cil of One's owrr actsax? 2i1e would pl^esliri;t? ts 
c a r r y  o u t  these duties, T C  wo:z!d ?r;c i n  p j a t l e  
L* i,FLe +%a state irk;si, "1 7,4Jr V;P;"G to compare 25-1 t l ~ c  

ac.co:n~lishn e;--~,=, Q :: T:T,~IET C G E L Q ~ ~ ~ T ~ - ' _ Z  
, - cfi : ()J-d T2- j  :-;&il:f,_i .is, i J rank 1per.57 i?bgh, in 

-- 
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J an , .ti-, , - .,, I?:? jLL,c2 C>T; tile I s a i ~ n s ,  in wllicil, 112 S ~ O K S  

92-e J7;s-j giaj I.rii-rs t k - ; ! e  m e z ~ ~ i  ng than ds x ~ c ~ s t  moderx 
, i;n~rien -a t  r ; ~  s who I~;;-iie the advan tage  of C L ? I ~ S ~ ~ P T -  

able d a t z  produced by recent ~c i i c l . z r sh ip .  ~uther's 
com~ncntaries are ~se l -y  retA:ardittg to "LIE r e a d e r ,  
H e  sees Christ prc l3hes i~d  i n  ce rea in  psalzns, be-- 
cause, unl ike  mss;: modcrn interpreters, he be- 
lic:ves i n  tile P u l f  i l f m e n t  sf Old Testanlent prsplz- 
ecies i n  the  New T e s t  anlent. 

With regard to the p u b l i c  ministry, our 
speaker makes a number of important statements, 
He emphasizes the importance of the c a l l :  n o t  
the inner call, which is subjective and smacks 
of pietism and entl~usiasm, b u t  the call issued 
by a congregation to someone tc serve them as a 
pastcr, 1~Jl1i.l~ t h e  speaker does n o t  directly 
stace it, it is s u r e l y  implied rha t  the person 
has qud. . i f ica t iens  to serve as s ~ ~ c h ,  b o t h  n a t u r a l  
and d e v e l n p c 2  zbrough ?ro?Pr  p~ e p z r a t i o ~ ,  klso, 
when wz speak of thcl. "pzblic" miaistry, ~ ; T V  i - ~ u s t  
u n d c r s t a d  '$ut?t\ l ic ' '  as m ~ a n l r ~ g  "ir, beklal-C s.f 
others" who have cte legated  to Elim t h e  d u t i e s  
t h a t  he I -, tl..~ per53:-1ii, 

Due  P r e u s  aLso rp fe r s  to Luther's distinction 
between arz "ri!imcdiate" c a l l  such as t h e  prophets 
a;?d a p o s t l e s  r ece i ved ,  and a "media te"  c a l l  such 
as congregations issue to pastors, L u t h e r ,  
khere fa re ,  emphasizes the importance of t h e  call, 

'CT .- 7 -> - + 

i .c i l .k, , t_~e~s i n  0-2~: ;passa,:;- Lit t j - jer  d ~ e s  r e f e r  t~ 
e:<ceotia~:al circumstances I - ~ I Z ~  you id  wa:cranL 
p reach ing  w i t k a u t  a @<3*IIe Ewzild ? l a s s ,  in h i s  
~ e c s n ~ i  v?io4,ame of "v$jL$r-r LgTHEl< $j,)z-j , '' p , 943, 

* .* - qvates  Z ~ t l - ~ e r  as follows: "If IbTe srrou.;-d come 
-i-o a large g.if.oup cf ~ e n p l ~ . ,  b.iho arz acjt i71-irisi-:ians9 
we might act as t h e  a p o s t l e s  did and riot ;$zi t  f o r  
a call; for t h e  p:reaching j ~ i n i s f r v  is: ncjt csi:ab- 
Sishe$ at that: place, If, t'herr, a pr.l:ssn :-.ic~.-:i.~; 

There are  no Cklristians here; f w i l l  preacl3. 2nd 
Lnst:ruck them I n  Christianity, arid i f  a group 
tinen came to get he^, clrtose him, arid ca l l ed  hi.117 as 
their bishop, he would have a c a l l ,  " (14 16, -- 
E 35, 6 1  -- SE 3, 7231, Mawever, that is an 
exception. 

Our speaker has also reminded us  of how seri- 
ously Luther regarded the office of the m i n i s t r y  
and t h e  p r e a c h i n g  of the  Word. That same s p i r i t  
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a;?d a p o s t l e s  r ece i ved ,  and a "media te"  c a l l  such 
as congregations issue to pastors, L u t h e r ,  
khere fa re ,  emphasizes the importance of t h e  call, 
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i .c i l .k, , t_~e~s i n  0-2~: ;passa,:;- Lit t j - jer  d ~ e s  r e f e r  t~ 
e:<ceotia~:al circumstances I - ~ I Z ~  you id  wa:cranL 
p reach ing  w i t k a u t  a @<3*IIe Ewzild ? l a s s ,  in h i s  
~ e c s n ~ i  v?io4,ame of "v$jL$r-r LgTHEl< $j,)z-j , '' p , 943, 

* .* - qvates  Z ~ t l - ~ e r  as follows: "If IbTe srrou.;-d come 
-i-o a large g.if.oup cf ~ e n p l ~ . ,  b.iho arz acjt i71-irisi-:ians9 
we might act as t h e  a p o s t l e s  did and riot ;$zi t  f o r  
a call; for t h e  p:reaching j ~ i n i s f r v  is: ncjt csi:ab- 
Sishe$ at that: place, If, t'herr, a pr.l:ssn :-.ic~.-:i.~; 

There are  no Cklristians here; f w i l l  preacl3. 2nd 
Lnst:ruck them I n  Christianity, arid i f  a group 
tinen came to get he^, clrtose him, arid ca l l ed  hi.117 as 
their bishop, he would have a c a l l ,  " (14 16, -- 
E 35, 6 1  -- SE 3, 7231, Mawever, that is an 
exception. 

Our speaker has also reminded us  of how seri- 
ously Luther regarded the office of the m i n i s t r y  
and t h e  p r e a c h i n g  of the  Word. That same s p i r i t  



c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h s  g r e a t  Lu the ran  l e a d e r  of a  
c e n t u r y  ago,  Dr, C .  F ,  IJ .  Wal the r ,  who 94 y e a r s  
ago devoted h i s  F r i d a y  even ings  t o  l e c t u r i n g  t o  
s t u d e n t s  on t h e  p r o p e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between Law 
and Gospel ,  a s  w e  can l e a r n  from reading t h o s e  
l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  book b e a r i n g  t h a t  t i t l e ,  I f  
o n l y  such  s e r i o u s n e s s  of purpose  would m o t i v a t e  
a l l  who a s p i r e  t o  become Godg s spokesmen and 
C h r i s t ' s  ambassadors!  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  i s  t r u e  
:hat c the r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  have i n f l u e n c e d  some 
t o  s e e k  and t a k e  up t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  as  o u r  l e c t u r e r  
/has n o t e d ,  

Lu the r  emphasizes  t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  a r e  " s e r -  
-a-ants ,5 '  which t h e  word l i t e r a l l y  means. However, 
t h e y  a r e  f i r s t  of a l l  s e r v a n t s  of CHRIST,  They 
are  t o  s e r v e  HIM, an3 n o t  h e  men--pleasers ,  Then, 
the) a r e  a l s o  s e r v a n t s  of the people t h e y  s c r v e .  
But ,  as we s h a l l  l a t e r  see, t h e y  are not t o  he 
t r e a t e d  a s  l a c k e y s ,  b u t  accorded  t h e  r e s p e c t  due 
t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  On t h e  other band, n e i t h e r  a r e  
t h e y  lords o v e r  t h e i r  p a r i s h o n e r s ,  I n  a sermon 
o;? Hat.;-hew 20:24-28, giver; on Dezernbe-b- 5, 1537, 
Luther  condemns False mot ives  f o r  p r e a c h i n g ,  buc  
a l s o  reminds EFe hearers  of t h e i r  o b l i g a k l o n s .  
It wouid be w e l l  for all of u s  t o  b e  reminded 
by his words:  "My o f f i c e ,  and t h a t  of e v e r y  
prezrhc:r and m i n i s t e r ,  does  n o t  c o n s i s t  i n  any 
sor? o f  l o r d s h i p  b u t  i n  s e r v i n g  all of you,  so 
t h a ?  you l e a r n  t o  know God, become bapti-zed, 11zx.e 
t he  t r u e  Word of God, and f i n a l l y  a r e  saved .  
:Sever do I c l a i m  w o r l d l y  power; p r i n c e s  and l o r d s ,  
mayors and judges, a r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and p r o v i d e  
f o r  t h a t ,  p1~7 o f f i c e  i s  mere ly  a s e r v i c e  which I 
a m  t o  g i v e  t o  everyone  f r e e l y  and g r a t u i t o u s l y ,  
n o r  shou ld  P seek from i t  e i t h e r  money o r  goods,  
e i t h e r  honor o r  a n y t h i n g  else. For i f  I were  t o  
p r e a c h  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  a  b i g  s a l a r y ,  t o  be  
made a k i n g  o r  a n  emperor,  you cou ld  n o t  g e t  m e  

i n e o  t h e  p u l p i t  w i t h  t e n  h o r s e s .  P would n o t  
t a k e  a  thousand f l o r i n s  f o r  e v e r y  sermon, f o r  
1 would know t h a t  I would go t o  t h e  d e v i l  w i t h  
them i f  I sough t  no more i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t h a n  
how t o  become r i c h .  For a s  soon a s  I p reached  
f o r  t h e  s a k e  of money, I would p r e a c h  what t h e  
p e o p l e  l i k e  t o  h e a r  i n  o r d e r  t h e r e b y  t o  g e t  t h e  
money. T h e r e f o r e  I: am p r e a c h i n g  f r e e l y ,  % o r  
n o t h i n g ,  and t h i s  I must do; n o r  shou ld  P seek 
e i t h e r  honor o r  good from i t ,  Otherwise  9 would 
just as soon have l e a r n e d  something else, have 
become a manual l a b o r e r  o r  a  t radesman.  Even 
today  1 cou ld  work a s  a c l e r k  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  
m y s e l f ,  But 1 have been b idden  t o  s e r v e  you and 
whomever 1 can w i t h  t e a c h i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i n g ,  corn- 
f o r t i n g ,  a-;'~d exfz~r-t Png w i t h  t h e  Word of God, t h a t  
you may b e  saxie$,  that E do n o t  l o r d  i t  over  you 
b u t  bring you together w i t h  myself  under  one Lord,  
wl-zo is c a l l e d  C h r i s t ,  Beyond t h i s  s e r v i c e  I: s e e k  
n o t h i n g  e 

"Sue, $9 be  s u r e ,  if do you t h i s  se~vice, 
it, i n  t u r n ,  is your duty t o  s u p p o r t  me. For 
s i n c e  Z a m  t o  s e r v e  you by my p r e a c h i n g  ~ i ~ i s t r y  
1 canno t  a t  t h e  same tlme a t t e n d  t o  e a rn ing  my 
s u p p a r t ,  T h e r e f o r e  you are  o b l i g e d  t o  s u p F o r t  rn 
t o o ,  e n t i r e l y  f o r  n o t h i n g ;  f o r  h e  who s e r v e s  at 
t h e  a l t a r ,  says S t ,  P a u l ,  shou ld  l i v e  fra-ri the 
altar," (W 4 7 ,  361 -- E 4 4 ,  22Bf -- SI. 7 ,  4040f 
(Quoted from E w a l d  Plass: WHAT LUTHER SAYS, 
Vol, I T ,  gp ,  923 f , )  

There  is  one p a r a g r a p h  i n  the p r i n t e d  copy of 
o u r  l e c t u r e r  t o  which E want t o  r e a c t ,  s i n c e  t h e  
s u b j e c t  i s  a v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  one ,  i n v o l v i n g  
a  p r a c t i c e  which u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  was n o t  fo l lowed  
i n  t h e  Lutheran Church,  a l t h o u g h  f o r  y e a r s  i t  h a s  
been p r a c t i c e d  i n  some of  t h e  Reformed P r o t e s t a n t  
Churches,  It i s  p a r a g r a p h  No. 28 i n  your  p r i n t e d  
copy : 
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"Now t h a t  women a r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  s e m i n a r i e s  and 
t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h i s  problem of m o t i v a t i o n  toward 
t h e  m i n i s t r y  e n t e r s  a  new phase ,  The o l d  h i s t o r i c  
view of r h e  pa r sonage  and t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  as  a  
helpmeet  of t h e  p a s t o r  and t h e  keeper  of t h e  pa r -  
s o c a g e  i s  fad ing ' c lu t  b e f o r e  t h e  advance of womenPs 
l i b e r a t i o n ,  Many young b r i d e s  r e j  e c t  t h i s  r o l e ,  
They wsnt t o  p u r s u e  their o m  careers, But a t  t h s t  
point t h e y  f ace  a d e c i s i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a real temp- 
cc?ion, a s  do their husbands,  It must b e  very easy  
f r 3  a x:o-ac:?-i at th,'it p o i n t  t o  say with h e r  husband 

1 * 
5 7 1' z.t ttle s2irkinsry, WovldnP t a team-ministry 

i:.i i-;lsk srrd wife be interesting, antd wouldn' t 
t h a t  be ?he best. s o l u t i o n  of o u r  prcblern? The 
s,?i;ne prsblesir. i s  t h e r e  i n  reverse w!;ci~ a yo,;r\,g m3.2 
i s  rr,arry"sng a young woman who i s  en; le -J>r ;  :he 
s c n i n a r y  . Here a deep self -i?~arsi-~;a t i r  ri 4:s(; b e t  te- 
be made, It!h,qt i s  my 'iristsive C c c  seek-i'i;: " 9 ~  ht;jy 
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i f i i s t r y ?  Tt j5 L ' I ' J !  s i c 2  g1i3 i j j T : 5 -  

~ $ 0 - - i  ~ 7 ~ 2 t  J_ic-es eve3 y perr,c.-l rahz is dehztin,r_ 
* * ;jLietEe; or ngr lo enter  t71-2 1 1 . 8  ;nl5;tl-?y 1i 

i y f ~ni,., r h - 7 L ~  , ; y  - 2 : Ne-j 5 : "A ws:nan ~ h ~ ~ q  g? j-fa,a- c."L~ i n  
I I Y r - i , -  . " - * - it,.., eomp?:: t -c ts. s ~ ~ b r ~ i t % L ~ g  h e r ~ e j - f ,  I don ' t 
z vCman teac~ 2nd have authority oTer a man; 

- i bnc: a l~a*-~%d keep s f L e n t +  The r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  Adam 
w a s  formed f i r s t ,  then Eve. And Adam wasn ' t  
d e c e i v e d ;  the  woman was dece ived  and s o  f e l l  i n t o  
s i n ,  But women, hav ing  c h i l d r e n ,  w i l l  b e  saved  
i f  t h e y  l i v e  i n  f a i t h ,  l o v e ,  and h o l i n e s s ,  and 
use  good judgment,"  

I C o r i n t h i a n s  14333b-35: "As i n  all t h e  
churches  of t h e  h o l y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  women should  
be s i l e n t  i n  church because  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l lowed  
t o  s p e a k *  They shou ld  submi t ,  a s  t h e  Law says .  
I f  t h e r e  i s  something t h e y  want t o  know, t h e y  
shou ld  a s k  t h e i r  husbands  a t  home, It is  a d i s -  
g r a c e  f o r  a  woman t o  speak  i n  church . "  

Among t h e  many o t h e r  p o i n t s  t h a t  D r ,  Pretas 
s t a t e d  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  we s h a l l  ment ion o n l y  
a  few, i n  a l l  of which he  c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  Great 
Reformer:  T h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  P u b l i c  Minis-  
t r y  does  n o t  siniply f l o w  o u t  of t h e  d o c t r i n e  of 
t h e  U n i v e r s a l  P r i e s t h o o d  of B e l i e v e r s ,  but i s  i n  
f a c t  a d o c t r i n e  based on the s p e c i a l  command of 
o u r  Savior t o  go an& make d i s c i p l e s  of a l l  t h e  
n a t i o n s ,  baptizir:;; t h e 3  and t e a c h i n g  them, and 
p r e a c h i n g  t h e  Gospel t o  e v e r y  c r e a t u r e ;  t h a t  t h e  
a c c e p t a n c e  of the c a l l  i s s u e d  by f e l l o w  b e l i e v e r s ,  
and n o t  t h e  rite of o r d i n a t i o n ,  i s  what e s t a b -  
l i s h e s  t h e  t r u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p a s t o r  
and the c o n g r e g a t i o n ;  and tha t  t h e  most important 
f u n c t i o n  the pastor possesses i s  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  
Word of God and a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  Sacraments i n  
accordance  w i t h  C h r i s t  ' s commaz-rd, 

I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  s e c t i o n  erntitled "Nonarrr"ng the 
M i n i s t r y , "  D r ,  P-epeus presents some oE Z u t ' n ~ r ' s  
t e a c h i n g s  on the impor tance  sf che o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
M i n i s t r y .  I n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  Luther  o f t e n  sfcaks 
of t h e  important .  work of p a s t o r s ,  l ie  Lises three 
words which i n  German sound s i m i l a r  : " l e h r ~ m ,  '' 
meaning " t e a c h ;  '"! naehren  , " meaning "fc:ed" o r  
" n o u r i s h ; "  and "wehren," meaning "defend." The 
p a s t o r  must  i n s t r u c t  h i s  p e o p l e ,  " t e a c h i n g  them 
t o  o b s e r v e  a l l  t h i n g s "  t h a t  t h e i r  S a v i o r  h a s  
"com~anded them," as w e  r e a d  i n  Matt. 2 8 ~ 1 9 .  
H e  must  " feedv '  them w i t h  t h e  Word and Sacraments ,  
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~ $ 0 - - i  ~ 7 ~ 2 t  J_ic-es eve3 y perr,c.-l rahz is dehztin,r_ 
* * ;jLietEe; or ngr lo enter  t71-2 1 1 . 8  ;nl5;tl-?y 1i 

i y f ~ni,., r h - 7 L ~  , ; y  - 2 : Ne-j 5 : "A ws:nan ~ h ~ ~ q  g? j-fa,a- c."L~ i n  
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- i bnc: a l~a*-~%d keep s f L e n t +  The r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  Adam 
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and n o t  t h e  rite of o r d i n a t i o n ,  i s  what e s t a b -  
l i s h e s  t h e  t r u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p a s t o r  
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H e  must  " feedv '  them w i t h  t h e  Word and Sacraments ,  



heed ing  o u r  ~ o r d ' s  command t o  P e t e r :  "Feed my 
lambs," "Feed my sheep,"  John 21:15,16.  And h e  
must a l s o  "defend" them by expos ing  f a l s e  t e a c h -  
i n g s ,  u r g i n g  them t o  f o l l o w  C h r i s t ' s  warning:  
"Beware of f a l s e  p r o p h e t s , "  Mat t .  7 ~ 1 5 ,  and by 
warning them a g a i n s t  t e m p t a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  
remembering J o h n ' s  warning:  " ~ o v e  n o t  t h e  wor ld ,  
n e i t h e r  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  wor ld , "  
1 John 2:15, and P e t e r ' s  warning t o  beware of 
t h e  devi l . ,  who "as  a  r o a r i n g  l i o n  w a l k c t h  abou t  
s z e k i n g  whom h e  may devour ," 1 P e t e r  5 :  7 .  

E a r l i e r  we quoted a  p a s s a g e  from L u t h e r  i n  
1~7hich h e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was n o t  a  
Lord o v e r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  and i n  wh5ch h e  would r e -  
f u s e  t o  y i e l d  t o  monetary c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  Now 
l e t  u s  h e a r  what he  s a y s  w i t h  r eEerence  to such  
as would t r y  t o  dominate  the p a s t o r  o r  prevent 
him from p r e a c h i n g  t h e  t r u t h  when t h a t  may not 
b e  p a l a t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  t a s t e ,  H e  s a y s  very p o i n t -  
e d l y :  "You a r e  no"L~ox-ds o v e r  p r e a c h e r s  and t h e  
m i n i s t r y ;  you have n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  o f f i c e .  
God's Son a l o n e  h a s  done s o ,  Nor have  you con- 
t r i b u t e d  a n y t h i n g  to i t ,  You have f a r  less r i g h t  
to i t  t h a n  the d e v i l  t o  t h e  kingdom of heaven.  
You should  no t  l o r d  i t  over  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o r  give 
i t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  Ncr shou ld  you keep i t  from re- 
b i n  For i t s  rebuke  i s  n o t  of men b u t  of  God, 
wha does  n o t  want t h e  rebuke  h i n d e r e d .  H e  h a s  
commanded i t , "  (W- B r  10 ,  255, 257 -- E 56, 4 7 ,  
49f -- SL 22b, 2837, 2839) (Quoted from P l a s s :  
1 ~ ~ 4 T  LUTHER SAYS, Vol.  T I ,  p .  9 2 6 * )  These a r e  
s t r o n g  words indeed ,  a s  were  h i s  words i n  de- 
nouncing h i e r a r c h i c a l  t y r a n n y .  

I n  t h e  c l o s i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  of h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
t h i s  morning,  D r .  P r e u s  v e r y  p e r t i n e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h o s e  t w i n  p a s s a g e s  from Hebrews c h a p t e r  13: 
v e r s e s  7 and 1 7 ,  which e x h o r t  u s  t o  remember and 

obey o u r  l e a d e r s ,  o r  a s  t h e  King James Vers ion  
p u t s  i t ,  "them t h a t  have t h e  r u l e  o v e r  you,"  
They a r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h o s e  whom God has p l a c e d  
over u s  i n  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s :  o u r  p a s t o r s .  There- 
upon h e  a p r l y  q u s t e d  Lu ther  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
people's o b l i g a t i o n  t o  show t h e i r  pastor t h e  honor 
due him and to bear his word as the word of C h r i s t .  
1 w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed with one s e n t e n c e  
which, J f e e l ,  i s  a stjimnary irr a n u t s h e b l  of this 
entire ~ G ~ I c : :  "There seems no better way f o r  t h e  
1,iltheran Church i o  avoid pornports preachers c r  
a r rogank  laymen 2nd 20 b r i n g  inar~nony betsxc~en "i-2 

t ~ n r ~  Ltiaa?. 40  mainrain t"l;i. b z i a n c e  which Luther 
found j n .tile S i r i p i , : ~ : t ^ e  and the words c!f C h r i s t ,  '' 
(:3., , a ,, 3 ' i r  S I - r c  i.7 ough i  to bz cur  hope  a n d  

p y r s i  i -?~ ;it': ,-I.' t-_ - : c i d n c e  car, ?Gc maintained, 

Dr, P 'L"~L"s  h a s  g i i ~ c p  us  much to t h i n k  a b o u t :  
~r,ucia t h a t  is sj?rl=li-i~:2, far n o t  o n l y  i s  rft grounded 
on t h e  writings oL Yarzia Lueher,  b u t  ahso an 
Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  T ~ I P   top^ c is very re levaat  t o d a y ,  
and ought to provoke considcrable d$scussion, 
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I n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  t o p i c ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  v o i c e d  
c o n c e r n s  w i t h  which we a r e  i n  whole-hear ted  
sympathy. These c o n c e r n s ,  however, a r e  p e r h a p s  
less of a problem i n  our  own church  b o d i e s  t h a n  
i n  t h e  e s s a y i s t ' s .  I do n o t  s e n s e  an a g i t a t i o n  
a ; o n g  t h e  laynen i n  o u r  c i r c l e s  f o r  more " l a y  
r, -.-- 7-p i 8  L i n  the church  o r  f o r  the " r i g h t "  of women 
ec b e  o r d a i n e d  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e a c h i n g  m i n i s t r y ,  

The e s s a y i s t  calls a t t e n t i o n  t o  3525 a s  a 
~ d t e r s h e d  y e a r  regarding L u t h e r ' s  shifting eml~ha- 
h i s  on t h e  d o c t r i n e  (sf church a r d  :r;il-l :: i :). T ' i ~ e  
P e a s a n t s '  War nf t h a t  y e a r .  a n d  thc p ~ , - - n c s '  
n : i sapp l i ca t ion  of  %7hat S c r i p  till e te~chcs aboct 
the ~ i n i v e r s a l  p r i e s t k o o d  of bel-ievers, was l i k e l y  
si? the essayist's m"i;ld* T f  L c t i x i '  p l a c e d  more 

T - 
cmpil;sis on t h e  o f f i c e  ~f t h e  ministry a f t e r  1525 
t'i-ran before, then  so:nz ctiderrce from the s o u r c e s  
~n?g"n have been c i t ed  t o  s t r eng then  t h e  t h e s i s  
and thtis ~ S S ~ X - T ~  11s that it. i s  f a c t u a l .  

To come t-o t h e  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t  of  t h e  r e a c t i o n ,  
in t h i s  r e a d e r "  j d g ~ n e n t  t h e  e s s a y i s t  seems t o  
set up  a  s h z r p  difference between t h e  m~i .wersa l  
p r i e s t h o o d  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and t h e  o f f i c e  of the pub- 
T i c  z i n i s t r y  o r  p a s t a r a t e ,  Thus,  t h e r e  is s & r o n g  
r 2 1 u c t a n c e  t o  l o o k  on t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  a s  
issuing from the p r i e s t h o o d  of b e l i e v e r s .  Acco-rd- 
i n g  t o  t h i s  v iew,  b e l i e v e r s  cou ld  n o t ,  w i t h o u t  
Cod's  e x p r e s s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  have set t h e  m i n i s t e r -  
i a l  o f f i c e  i n t o  mot ion.  Hence, t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of 
t h e  U e b e r t r a g u n g s t h e o r i e  which h o l d s  t h a t  t h e  
m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  grows o u t  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p r i e s t h o o d .  E r n s t  Sommerlath i s  quoted w i t h  
a p p r o v a l ,  and p a s s a g e s  a r e  c i t e d  from L u t h e r ' s  
w r i t i n g s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t e d  p o s i t i o n ,  

Now, does  t h i s  imply t h a t  t h e  New Testament 
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  may be  equa ted  w i t h  a n  
Old Testament c o u n t e r p a r t ?  Does i t  imply t h a t  
t h e  New Testament m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  o r  p a s t o r a t e  
-- t h e  o f f i c e  h e l d  by t h e  c l e r g y  -- e x i s t s  by 
s p e c i a l  d i v i n e  command a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r  min i s -  
t r i e s  of t h e  Gospel? I f  t h i s  were so, t h e n  i s  
not  t h i s  a t h e o l o g y  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  which l e a d s  
down t h e  road  t o  Rome? 

I would l i k e  t o  submit  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  b u t  one 
o f f i c e  of t h e  New Testament m i n i s t r y ,  rraaieiy, 
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p r i e s t h o o d  c r e a t e d  by t h e  Gospel. 
I n  t h i s  s e n s e  we unders tand  Lu ther  when h e  says 
t h a t  t h e  Gospel  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  church  (\<A 56: 
1651, tee,, t h e  c h u r c h ' s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  unders tood  
a l ane  i n  terms of tI:c Gospel .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  i n  
the v e r y  na tu re  of the o f f i c e  of the s p i r i t u a l  
priesthood t o  n r o c l z - i a  t h e  Gospel  and t o  adnin-  
i s r e r  t h e  s a c r a m e n t s ,  T h a t ,  i n d e e d ,  i s  a d i v i n e  
o r d i n a n c e .  But the farm which t h e  o f f i c e  sakes 
can v a r y  with t h e  c i r c c n s i a ~ c e s ,  and any a t t e m p t  
t o  e x a l t  one  form abovc o t h e r s  l eads  t o  cuxrup t -  
i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  church  and ministry, W e  
agree t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  o r  m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  
i s  o r d a i n e d  by God, b u t  as a species of a  genus:  
one form among many o t h e r s ,  To my mind,  t h i s  
c a p t u r e s  t h e  s p i r i t  of what L u t h e r  writes abou t  
t h e  church  and m i n i s t r y ,  I would l i k e  t o  c~ose 
t h e s e  commen ts w i t h  p e r t i n e n t  qxcatat i o n s  frcm 
L u t h e r .  

"You a r e  a  chosen r a c e ,  a  r o y a l  p r i e s t h o a d ,  
and a p r i e s t l y  r o y a l t y , "  T h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  
a l l  p r i e s t s ,  as many of u s  a s  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
But t h e  p r i e s t s ,  a s  we c a l l  them, a r e  min i s -  
ters chosen from among u s ,  A l l  t h a t  t h e y  do 
i s  done i n  o u r  name; t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  i s  n o t h i n g  
b u t  a m i n i s t r y ,  T h i s  w e  l e a r n  from 1 Cor. 4: 
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I n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  t o p i c ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  v o i c e d  
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T - 
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r 2 1 u c t a n c e  t o  l o o k  on t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  a s  
issuing from the p r i e s t h o o d  of b e l i e v e r s .  Acco-rd- 
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s p e c i a l  d i v i n e  command a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r  min i s -  
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t o  e x a l t  one  form abovc o t h e r s  l eads  t o  cuxrup t -  
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"You a r e  a  chosen r a c e ,  a  r o y a l  p r i e s t h o a d ,  
and a p r i e s t l y  r o y a l t y , "  T h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  
a l l  p r i e s t s ,  as many of u s  a s  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
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ters chosen from among u s ,  A l l  t h a t  t h e y  do 
i s  done i n  o u r  name; t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  i s  n o t h i n g  
b u t  a m i n i s t r y ,  T h i s  w e  l e a r n  from 1 Cor. 4: 



"This  i s  how one shou ld  r e g a r d  u s ,  a s  ser- 
v a n t s  of C h r i s t  and s t e w a r d s  of t h e  m y s t e r i e s  
of  ~ o d . "  LW 36; 113  

L e t  everyone who knows h imse l f  t o  be a  
C h r i s t i a n ,  b e  a s s u r e d  of t h i s ,  t h a t  we a r e  
a l l  e q u a l l y  p r i e s t s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  we have 
t h e  same power i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Word and 
sacraments, Wowever, no one may make u s e  
of chis power e x c e p t  by t h e  consen t  of t h e  
community o r  by t h e  c a l l  of a s u p e r i o r .   or 
what is  t h e  common p r o p e r t y  of a l l ,  no i n d i -  

v i d u a l  may a r r o g a t e  t o  h i m s e l f ,  u n l e s s  h e  i s  
c a l l e d .  ) And t h e r e f  o r e  t h i s  "sacramentq '  of 
o r d i n a t i o n ,  if i t  i s  a n y t h i c g  s i  a!l, js 
n o t h i n g  e l s e  than a  certain i-ii%< ; : i r rc; ,y  one 
i s  c a l l e d  to the m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  c ; r I n ~ c ' r r e  
Farilhermore, the priesthood i s  p r t ? p e ~  1;; 
noth ing  but the m i n i s r r y  of t h e  1-or-d -- the 
Word, 1 s ~ y ;  m t  the I s w ,  b?_;it t h e  g o s p e l ,  

Tl;e e s t a t e  I am r h i s i z i n ~  of is r a t h e r  one 
wI:l ch has th? :.ol'fic.e of preaching and t h e  
service of the ward and sac raments  and which 
i m p a r t s  the Syirit and s a l v a t i o n ,  blessings 
that carnot be atkained by any amount of 
pomp and p a g e a n t r y .  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  work of 
p e s t o r s ,  tsachers, p r e a c h e r s ,  lectors, 
p r i e s t s  (whom men c a l l  c h a p l a i n s ) ,  sacristans, 
schoolmasters, and wha tever  o t h e r  work be- 
l o n g s  t o  t h e s e  o f f i c e s  and p e r s o n s .  T h i s  

estate t h e  Scriptures h i g h l y  e x a l t  and p r a i s e ,  
S t .  P a u l  c a l l s  them s t e w a r d s  and s e r v a n t s ;  
b i s h o p s ;  d o c t o r s ,  p r o p h e t s ;  a l s o  God's am- 
b a s s a d o r s  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  wor ld  t o  God, 
T I  C o r i n t h i a n s  5,  J o e l  c a l l s  them s a v i o r s ,  
I n  Psalm 68 David c a l l s  them k i n g s  and p r i n c e s .  

Haggai cs.i+ls them a n g e l s ,  and  Malachi  s a y s ,  
 he li;x of t h e  p r i e s t  keep t h e  law, f o r  
he  i n  a n  a n g e l  of t h e  Lord s f  h o s t s , "  
L k  . himse l f  g i v e s  them t h e  same name, 
n I L  i s i i ? ~  i n  ${atthew 11 where h e  c a l l s  John 
t-,c B c p t i s t  an  a n g e l ,  b u t  a l s o  th roughout  
t h e  e n t i r e  book of R e v e l a t i o n  t o  John.  

I f  h e  i s  a t  a  p l a c e  where t h e r e  a r e  Chris-" 
t i a n s  who have t h e  same power and r i g h t  a s  
he ,  h e  s h o u l d  n o t  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f ,  
I n s t e a d ,  he s h o u l d  l e t  h imse l f  b c  c a l l e d  
and choser: t c  p r e a c h  and t o  t s a c h  i n  t h e  
p l a c e  of  and by the cormand of t h e  o t h e r s ,  
Indeed ,  a C h i i s t i a n  h a s  s o  much power t h a t  
he may and even shou ld  make a n  appearance  
and t e a c h  arnong Christians -- w i t h o u t  a c a l l  
fr3i-n men -- wher! he becomes awzre t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a l ack  of teach?rs,  p rov ided  he d o c s  i t  
i n  a  d e c e n t  an3 beezor?in; nafiner, T h i s  :+Jas - 
c l e a r l y  describe4 by St. Pa121 bn 3: C o r i n t h i a n s  
14, when he s ays ,  "22 son,iti;:ng i s  revealed 
t o  someone e l se  s i t t j n g  b y ,  let t h e  first: h e  
s i l en ' c , "  DO you see w h a t  51. P a l  does :?ere? 
He t e l l s  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  be  s t l e n t  and r i f - h -  
draw from the m i d s t  of t h e  Christians; and 
h e  l e t s  t h e  listener appear. even w i t i i o i i t  3 

call. A l l  t h i s  i s  done because need i r n s w s  
no command, 

If then St. Pau l  says here t h a t  anyone from 
t h e  m i d s t  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  may come forward 
i f  t h e r e  i s  a need and c a l l s  him th rough  
such  a word of God, and t e l l s  t h e  o t h e r  t o  
wi thdraw and deposes  him by t h e  power of  h i s  
word, how much more r i g h t  does  a whole con- 
g r e g a t i o n  have  t o  c a l l  someone i n t o  t h i s  
o f f i c e  when t h e r e  i s  a need,  as t h e r e  a lways  i s ,  



"This  i s  how one shou ld  r e g a r d  u s ,  a s  ser- 
v a n t s  of C h r i s t  and s t e w a r d s  of t h e  m y s t e r i e s  
of  ~ o d . "  LW 36; 113  

L e t  everyone who knows h imse l f  t o  be a  
C h r i s t i a n ,  b e  a s s u r e d  of t h i s ,  t h a t  we a r e  
a l l  e q u a l l y  p r i e s t s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  we have 
t h e  same power i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Word and 
sacraments, Wowever, no one may make u s e  
of chis power e x c e p t  by t h e  consen t  of t h e  
community o r  by t h e  c a l l  of a s u p e r i o r .   or 
what is  t h e  common p r o p e r t y  of a l l ,  no i n d i -  

v i d u a l  may a r r o g a t e  t o  h i m s e l f ,  u n l e s s  h e  i s  
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that carnot be atkained by any amount of 
pomp and p a g e a n t r y .  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  work of 
p e s t o r s ,  tsachers, p r e a c h e r s ,  lectors, 
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I n  Psalm 68 David c a l l s  them k i n g s  and p r i n c e s .  

Haggai cs.i+ls them a n g e l s ,  and  Malachi  s a y s ,  
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fr3i-n men -- wher! he becomes awzre t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a l ack  of teach?rs,  p rov ided  he d o c s  i t  
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call. A l l  t h i s  i s  done because need i r n s w s  
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If then St. Pau l  says here t h a t  anyone from 
t h e  m i d s t  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  may come forward 
i f  t h e r e  i s  a need and c a l l s  him th rough  
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e s p e c i a l l y  now: For  i n  t h e  same p a s s a g e  
S t .  P a u l  g i v e s  e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  t h e  power 
t o  t e a c h  among C h r i s t i a n s  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  
need ,  s a y i n g ,  "You can  a l l  prophesy one 
by one,  s o  t h a t  a l l  may l e a r n  and a l l  b e  
admonished. " Again,  "You shou ld  e a r n e s t l y  
d e s i r e  t o  p rophesy ,  and do n o t  f o r b i d  
s p e a k i n g  i n  tongues ;  b u t  a l l  t h i n g s  shou ld  
b e  done d e c e n t l y  and i n  o r d e r . "  

Le t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  b e  your  s a f e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  
because  i t  g i v e s  such a n  overwhelming power 
t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  p r e a c h ,  
t o  p e r m i t  p r e a c h i n g ,  and t o  c a l l  -- w i t h o u t  
a c a l l  from men -- s o  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  have  
no doub t  t h a t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  which h a s  
t h e  g o s p e l  may and shou ld  e l e c t  and c a l l  
from among i t s  members someone t o  t e a c h  
t h e  word i n  i t s  p l a c e .  

LW 39;  310 

Every C h r i s t i a n  h a s  and practices such  
p r i e s t l y  works, But above t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
i s  the csmrnunai office of p u b l i c  teaching, 
For t h i s  preachers and p a s t o r s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  
T h i s  office cannut be a t t e n d e d  t o  by a 1 1  t h e  
members Q F   he c o n g r e g a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  i s  it 
f i t t i n g  t h a t  each household  do i t s  own bap- 
tizirg a;>d ce%ebracing t h e  Sacrament ,  Hence 
it i s  n e c e s s t r y  t o  s e l e c t  and o r d a i n  those 
whe can p r e a c h  and teach, who s t u d y  the 
S c r i p t u r e s ,  and who are a b l e  t o  de fend  them, 
They deal w i t h  the Sacraments by t h e  author- 
i t y  of t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  i t  is  p o s s i -  
b l e  t o  know who i s  b a p t i z e d  and e v e r y t h i n g  
i s  done i n  a n  o r d e r l y  f a s h i o n .  I f  everyone 
were  t o  p r e a c h  t o  h i s  ne ighbor  o r  i f  t h e y  d i d  
t h i n g s  f o r  one a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  o r d e r l y  

p r o c e d u r e ,  i t  would t a k e  a  l o n g  t ime  indeed  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  Such func- 
t i o n s ,  however, do n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  
p r i e s t h o o d  a s  such  b u t  be long  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e  which i s  performed i n  b e h a l f  of a 1 1  
t h o s e  who a r e  p r i e s t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  C h r i s t i a n s .  

LECTURE T I  

The Role  of t h e  L a i t y  - ---- - - 

10, We clergymen are b e i n g  d e f l a t e d  and c u t  dosm 
t o  s i z e  these days, I g o t  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

recently, a s k i n g :  "Why d i d  you j o i n  S t .  J ohn ' s  
Ch~rch?'' A f e w  weeks l a f e u  1 got t h e  results: 

1. 1 was invited by a Priei?d (a laymar?). 40% 
2, I l i k e d  the p e o p l e  iii t I i e  .:-;:?g-~zgatit?n* 20% 
3* 1 l i k e d  the l o c a t i o n ,  297; 
4, P liked the  church building- LO% 
5- 1 liked t he  Winister ,  3% 

4 If t h e  clek-g;y are thaz e;nixi ips i l . ta~~~ i-;-~ L-x j~ rg - -  

ing people into ?he church, how tezril~lry 
ji;lporear?"ilhe 1a i .q~  must be, I discoverea2 how 
imporan : ,  they are  t h e  first nonth I was in the 
m i n i s t r y .  Idhen I came t o  my f i r s t  and o n l y  p a r l s h  
i n  Minneapolis, they  bad been w i t h o u t  a r e s i d e n t .  
p a s t o r  f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r ,  Z l a y  awake n i g h t s  b e f o r e  
1 g o t  t h e r e  e x p e c t i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  
shambles ,  Imagine my s u r p r i s e  when I came and 
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  c ~ n g r e g a t i o n  was r o l l i n g  a l o n g  
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a s  smoothly a s  e v e r ,  I n  f a c t ,  a s p a r k  of new 
l i f e  had been k i n d l e d  because  t h e  laymen had 
sudden ly  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e i r  power and had been 
compelled t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which 
t h e  B i b l e  and t h e  Confess ions  had l o n g  s i n c e  
l a i d  on them. A l a y  l e a d e r s h i p  had developed 
which s a i d  t o  t h e  p a s t o r :  You go abou t  your  
b u s i n e s s  and p r e p a r e  good sermons,  t e a c h  t h e  
conf i rmands ,  and v i s i t  t h e  s i c k ,  and l e t  u s  r u n  
:he b u s i n e s s  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  S ince  t h a t  day 
5: have looked up t o  t h e  l a i t y  as t h e  backbone of 
the church ,  

4 2 .  1 ' v e  been dubbed a high-churchman now, s o  
my p e o p l e  a r e  wondering why 1 sudden ly  a m  

g e t t i n g  e x c i t e d  abou t  t h e  role o i  t h e  i::.,nan i n  
t h e  church .  I ' l l  t e l l  yoti why. A s  I look arour2d 
t h e  church  I s e e  t h e  c l e r i c a l  leaders, b i h h ~ p s .  
t h e o l o g i a n s ,  l e a d i n g  %n a l l  directions, and the 

B i b l e  t o  be t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  r u l e  of f a i t h  arid 
p r a c t i c e ,  

4 4 ,  P l o o k  around the Lutheran  Church and s e e  
much tkieol .cgical  c o n f u s i o n  and I wonder why 

d i v o r c e d  p a s t o r s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  as 
shepherds  of t h e  f l o c k .  I hear t h e o l o g i a n s  

treating t h e  B i b l e  a s  a  s t r i c t l y  human book, 
denying t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  of Jesus, r e j e c t i n g  
o r  explaining w a y  miracles, and nobody calls 
them t o  a c c o u n t ,  

45. So I begin  ta xonder how l o n g  b e f o r e  the 
pesple i_ri the s ic l I , im  k.L.,a w i l l  rEse up and say, 

%cgve had e:?.o:ip,h cf chis  nonsense,  NOW YOU 

l q ~ ~ ~ ~  wil-l, n - ~ ~ ~ i ; a i , : - -  ;;-sk, right ha\v.e 
, . 

ls.-.i-ic.rt J" - 'fil i;,icige in. ;jii:se matters and t o  chal lecge 
our  1 ~ ~ d ~ - - ~ ~ 2  L - h a t %  cwhat this p a p e r  is all a b v u t .  

church wiads up w i t h  l i t t i e  d i r e c t i o n  from the - - 
!I fj 1 3-% ga2ng ~z 1: -I~-QL~ tjle i - b c '  

men we have chosen t o  lead us in the  Gay of t r u t h  layman in i h s  citt.L*:;i. a b o u t  t h e  ,ll!:;.rrr- 
2nd the Word o f  God 2nd 2:he f a i t h  once d e l i v e r e d  i t - y  al:id reapan" f'b; i l i t y  gi-, : t:hL by Holy SC r i p  
t o  the  s a in t s ,  t m e ,  as ~ ~ . t e ~ p - ~ c ~ ~ a  by i_,ul;ier and .he C C ! ; ~ C ' C - - -  

$ 3 ,  A book i s  j r l t ~ t  eff the press e n t i t l e d  
The d- Mvth - of -- God I n c a r n a t e ,  It i s  w r i t t e n  

by seven B r i t i s h  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  one  of them %he 
chairman oE t h e  Church of  Eng land ' s  D o c t r i n a l  
Commission, a l l  t r y i n g  t o  prove t h a t  C h r j s t  w a s  
on ly  a man and nut God. The American e d i t i o n  i s  
p u b l i s h e d  by Westminster  P r e s s ,  an o f f i c i a l  
"zgency of  t h e  Uni ted  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church t h a t  i s  
charged w i t h  promot ing t h e  c a u s e  of C h r i s t  
th rough  books ." l  It h o l d s  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  as 

s i e n s ,  (The +a*-- L k L ~ L l  ~ ~ T / I - J ; < ~ : ;  i L l ~ , 2  t <2 ~ c - ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ L v ~  G-C; Sex 
d--_ 

I I ~ C ~ ~ T ~ C ; !  3-17 ) -;- aTI1 2lJaj *E ~ h 3 ~   TI 1n;T a ~ 2 - 1   TIC 

are marry of t2-12 clLergy, p a s t o r  3 ? ti"lcli:-,Iot 5 ~ ~ :  % 
s"lds_iei.~ts a n d  i ~ r u f e s s o r s .  Bug 3- S e l i e ~ ~ z  icze  
w1:a.e P. laar~e to sag7 about ttfae 1aslc-y I s  as - 
rant f o r  t h e  c l e r g y  as f o r  the  laity, 3-caL~sz  
after a l l  the l a i t y  will never know o r  *sxercise 
t h e i r  r:nchsrity and - ; - ~ s p o n s i b i l i t y  except by the 
inspkraeion and guidaizce and teaching o f  the 
pasco r s  and t J~e  "ieologi.cal. p r o f e s s o r s .  

t h e  Augsburg P u b l i s h i n g  Rouse does  i n  t h e  Wmeri- 4 7 ,  walal; -s: w ~ l t l d  l i k e  to do i n  t h i s  paper  is: can  Lu theran  Church. I f  t h e  Uni ted  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church th rough  i t s  p u b l i s h i n g  house  can  promote 1, to make  c l e a r  w h a t  i s  t h e  role, t h e  
t h i s  k i n d  of  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  book, i t  i s  no wonder a u ~ ~ ~ ~ - j e y  and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  
t h a t  40  p e r c e n t  of i t s  members do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  layman i n  t h e  church ;  
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2 .  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  l a i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h i s  
a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  

3. t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  p a s t o r s  and t e a c h e r s  
t o  h e l p  t h e  laymen t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  r o l e  
i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and t h e  church ;  

4 .  t o  a p p e a l  f o r  an  INTELLIGENT AND 
LITERATE LAITY. 

?fy p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
L u t h e r ,  and t h e  Lu theran  Confess ions .  

8 Our prsbiem today i n  t h e  church i s  t h a t  t h e  
i d e a  of c o n f e s s i o n ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of confes -  

s i o n  of f a i t h ,  seenis t o  be  a f a d i n g  concep t .  A 
b i g  c i t y  church w i t h  a  l a r g e  radio aud ience  has  
c o r r e c t e d  o r  improved t h e  custom;:ry rubric "Let 
u s  c o n f e s s  our  h o l y  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h , "  TIIF Pastor 
announces:  f q ~ e t  u s  make a statement of" o u r  f a i t h ,  f '  

The n e x t  Sundzy h e  s a y s ,  "Let u s  d e c l a r e  o u r  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  " An adi.aphoron l i k e  t h i s  .is 
n o t h i n g  t o  q u i b b l e  a b o i ~ t .  But i t  m2y r e f l e c t  a  
g r a d u a l  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  concept  of  confes -  
s i o n  of f a i t h .  The Iong h i s t o r y  of  t h i s  t e rm 
and i t s  u s e  have i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  church  
f i l l e d  i t  w i t h  meaning and g iven  i t  a  h a l o  which 
no o t h e r  term can havc. J e s u s P  word, "Whosoever 
s h a l l  confess  m e  b e f o r e  men . . .,'! means more 
t h a n  "I.,Thosoevrr s h a l l  make a s t a t e m e n t  of f a i t h  
c o n c e r n i n g  me. '' 

4 9 ,  Confess ion  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a c t  of a  c h i l d  
b rough t  i n t o  t h e  f a i t h  i n  Holy Baptism. 

Confess ion  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  i s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  l anguage  
of t h e  church ,  and o n l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  Church i s  t h e  word u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  The 
same i s  t r u e  of t h e  Confess ions  of t h e  church .  
A n o n - C h r i s t i a n  o u t s i d e r  can  have no i d e a  what 
we are t a l k i n g  abou t  when w e  speak  of c o n f e s s i o n s .  

50. The C h r i s t i a n  h a s  3 unique l i f e - s t y l e ,  a s  
Moltmann p o i n t s  ou: i n  h i s  r e c e a t  book.' i t  

may b e  p r e s s i n g  t h e  po inc  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  
Lu theran  C h r i s t i a n  h a s  2- unique  l i f e - s t y l e  among 
o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s ,  It w o l ~ l d  b e  p r e z t y  ha rd  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  t o  d e t e c t  by h i s  l i f e - s t y l e  wErat de-  
nominat ion a  man b e l o n g s  t o ,  And y e t ,  when you 
g e t  t o  know a man, h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  
and moral p o s t u r e ,  h i s  l i t u r g i c a l  t a s e e ,  you may 
s u s p e c t  what denominat ion o r  sect he belongs to, 

1. Does b k  s r e l i g i n u s  t a l k  r e v e a l  a mzn w1:o 
l i v e s  by grace  alone? 

2 .  Eoey he rcsemb3 e P a u l  in Romans 7, 3 i v i n g  
ir; rr.n.;fo~r hrtween :,aw and (Tospel, f l e s h  
2i;d _-.%r-i l.,+ v i c t o r i t ~ u s l y  aware t h a t ,  
L - - 3-, . i i n ~ i ~ i  ; Lr,c , r l t :  is r i g h t e o u s  t h ~ ~ u g h  
Fr3%*tr- - - 2jli 2 .' 

3. Does 11c Pike is-I 83 back t o  h i s  &aptism f o r  
,- - 2ssurance or ;ifc and f o ~ g i v e n c s s ?  

4. Does he t a k e  s e r i e u s k y  LTke ha essed Sacu~i -  
mei3.g- of the 9,oxd"; S ~ J  < ~ : i t i  Blood? 

5, Does h~ -xjJp?a, :< i7ve in 2h.e fr,s;.L3i?m ( 3 ;  

t h e  Csspei, I L C I ~  c~"~"v ! i;~ga'lism? 
5 ,  Does he know what h-2 .:I . L%ves a c ~ d  i , .~b i -~ t  

h i s  church  believes? 

S u r e l y  there a r c  many Christi .ans i n  o f h e r  denon i -  
nations who r e f  i e c t  t h i s  l i f e - s t y l e ,  R:;t t f : q t  

^ " C  

does not change the f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s .:rc-- 
s t y l e  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  Lu theran  C o n ~ e s s i r ~ , i s ,  4t 
Is r e a s o n a b a e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a knowledge s f  t h e  
Confess ions  cou ld  make a person a b e t t a r  C h r i s t i a n  
and a more i n t e l l i g e n t  L u t h e r a n ,  

51. Idhat i s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  Luekeran layman? 1 am 
s p e a k i n g  of a p e r s o n  committed t o  C h r i s t ,  t o  

t h e  Word of  God, t o  t h e  F a i t h  once d e l i v e r e d ,  
L u t h e r  d i d  n o t  answer t ha t  q u e s t i o n  e x p l i c i t l y ,  
a s  f a r  a s  I know, H e  d i d  say i n  h i s  P r e f a c e  t o  
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t h e  Large  Catechism t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  -- 
Catechism " r e p r e s e n t  t h e  minimum of knowledge 
r e q u i r e d  of a  C h r i s t i a n .  Whoever does  n o t  p o s s e s s  
i t  s h o u l d  n o t  be  reckoned among C h r i s t i a n s  nor  
a d m i t t e d  t o  a  sacrament. It i s  n o t  c l e a r  
whether  he i s  t a l k i n g  about. h i s  own. c o m p l e ~ e  
Catechism o r  abou t  t h e  a n c i e n t  t;hree--part c a t e -  
chism. But i n  the next paragraph he acids: " A s  
For t h e  common p e o p l e ,  however, we shoulc! be  
s a - f s f i c d  if t h e y  l ea rned  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t s  which 
rtsv2 been t h e  h e r i t a g e  of Chr is tendom from a n c i e n t  
t in :23* z * * ( ?  

5 2 ,  'I Felie-vc t h e  Lratl-reran Cbr i~ch  of rhe 20th 
c e n t u r y  h a s  good reason t o  ex;>ecc rn:~rc than 

that of a L u t h e r a l ~  layman. Aqd 1 :.nl c u r n  zny 
devo Le3 lsyman wuul d aim h i g h e r  "Lhzn ti;2.:te 1 
Relieve z h e  Lu theran  Church would Like c~ h e  
f i l l e d  w i t h  men and women a n d  young p e o p l e  

I. Who know they are saved by g r a c e  th rough  
f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ;  

'2, Who know their B i b l e ,  t h e  s t o r y  of God's  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  H i s  p e o p l e ,  and H i s  church; 

3 ,  Who know and respect t h e  c h u r c h ' s  t r a d i t i o n  
and t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of f a i t h  and l i f e  and 
worship t h a t  have come down t o  us  from o u r  
f a t h e r s  and a r e  d e f i n e d  f o r  u s  i n  t h e  
canf  essi nns;  

4 ,  W h o  know t h e  Lu theran  t r a d i t i o n  of f a i t h  
and l i f e  a s  embodied and d e f i n e d  i n  the 
Lutheran  C o n f e s s i o n 3  though t h i s  term may 
mean t o  them o n l y  t h e  Smal l  Catechism and --- 
t h e  Augsburg Confessl.on; 

5. ~ f i o  know and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  b e i n g  members of  
t h e  church  of  C h r i s t  and of a C h r i s t i a n  
c o n g r e g a t i o n ;  

and 
an s 

6.  l.TEls know t h a t  they  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  b e  
w i t n e s s e s  of C h r i s t  t o  t h e  wor ld .  T t P s  
a g r e a t  t h i n g  t o  f e e l  y o u r s e l f  a  p a r t  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  of f a i t h  
and l i f e  i n  t h e  company of m a r t y r s  and 
s a i x t s ,  of Augus t ine  and L u t h e r ,  of 
S t ,  C a t h e r i n e  and K a t h e r i n e  von Bora. 

1s t h i s  a iming t o o  high? How does  a c h i l d  
b a p t i z e d  i n t o  C h r i s t  come t o  know all t h i s  

become an. i n i - z l l i g e n t  church  merriber? ':'he 
weu is self-evident : He must be  Laraghe, lt'ho 

i s  t o  t e a c h  him? Moeher Church, How does  ?Iother  
Church teach hin?  Through t h e  B i h l e  and her  Con- 
f e s s i o n s .  I S E L ~ L  a r ~ >  t h e  Confess ions?  They are:  

4, The cia:ir:_l;h tt=!stl;mony of her f a i t h  t o  t h e  
worlo; 

2, The c h u r c h ' s  eyrplanation and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h e  Bible: 

3, Mother ~hurch's pattern of f a i t h  and l i f e  
f o r  a l l  her  ch i26rena  

54. % o t h e r  Church ir'r I ~ e r  T L ~ % S ~ O / T ,  and under  the 
guidance of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  saw very e a r l y  

the  need t o  confront t h e  world :i4tI? a united 
t e s t imony  aF her teaching for the guidznce and 
i n s p i r a t t o n  and instruction of h e r  c i i l d r r ~ .  
She began very e a r l y  in her h i s t o r y ,  and he r  
f i r s t  and g r e a t e s t  c o n f e s s i o n a l  creation was 
t h e  Nicene Creed,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  A p o s r l e s '  
Creed and t h e  A t h a n a s i a ~  Creed. These  creeds 
up th rough  t h e  cen tu r i e s  have been t h e  g r e a t e s t  
u n i f y i n g  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f o r c e  t h e  church  has 
e v e r  c r e a t e d *  This was Mother ~ h u r c h ' s  f i r s t  
g i a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of b u i l d i n g  a n  i n t e l l i -  
g e n t  l a i t y ,  
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1s t h i s  a iming t o o  high? How does  a c h i l d  
b a p t i z e d  i n t o  C h r i s t  come t o  know all t h i s  

become an. i n i - z l l i g e n t  church  merriber? ':'he 
weu is self-evident : He must be  Laraghe, lt'ho 

i s  t o  t e a c h  him? Moeher Church, How does  ?Iother  
Church teach hin?  Through t h e  B i h l e  and her  Con- 
f e s s i o n s .  I S E L ~ L  a r ~ >  t h e  Confess ions?  They are:  

4, The cia:ir:_l;h tt=!stl;mony of her f a i t h  t o  t h e  
worlo; 

2, The c h u r c h ' s  eyrplanation and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h e  Bible: 

3, Mother ~hurch's pattern of f a i t h  and l i f e  
f o r  a l l  her  ch i26rena  

54. % o t h e r  Church ir'r I ~ e r  T L ~ % S ~ O / T ,  and under  the 
guidance of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  saw very e a r l y  

the  need t o  confront t h e  world :i4tI? a united 
t e s t imony  aF her teaching for the guidznce and 
i n s p i r a t t o n  and instruction of h e r  c i i l d r r ~ .  
She began very e a r l y  in her h i s t o r y ,  and he r  
f i r s t  and g r e a t e s t  c o n f e s s i o n a l  creation was 
t h e  Nicene Creed,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  A p o s r l e s '  
Creed and t h e  A t h a n a s i a ~  Creed. These  creeds 
up th rough  t h e  cen tu r i e s  have been t h e  g r e a t e s t  
u n i f y i n g  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f o r c e  t h e  church  has 
e v e r  c r e a t e d *  This was Mother ~ h u r c h ' s  f i r s t  
g i a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of b u i l d i n g  a n  i n t e l l i -  
g e n t  l a i t y ,  



55. The impor tance  of t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  
was more and moxe recogn ized  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

Church and soon c a t e c h i s m s  began t o  a p p e a r .  To 
t h e  Creed were  added t h e  Ten Commandments and t h e  
L o r d ' s  P r a y e r .  Even t h e n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  quo- 
t i e n t  of church  members i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  w a s  
s o  l c w  t h a t  L u t h e r  exploded i n  h i s  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  
Small  Catechism: "Good God, what wre tchedness  -- 
I. behe ld :  The common p e o p l e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who l i v e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  have no knowledge what- 
e v e r  of  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g ,  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
many pastors a r e  q u i t e  incompetent  and u n f i t t e d  
f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  Although t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  supposed 
t o  be C h r i s t i a n ,  a r e  b a p t i z e d  and r e c e i v e  t h e  
h o l y  sac rament ,  t h e y  do n o t  know t h e  L o r d ' s  
Prayer, o r  t h e  Ten Commandments, they  Live a s  
i f  t h e y  were  p i g s  and i r r a t i o n a l  b e a s t s ,  and now 
t h a t  t h e  Gospel  h a s  been r e s t o r e d  they have 
mas te red  t h e  f i n e  a r t  of a b u s i n g  liberty. " 4  

56. The r e s u l t  was t h e  Small  Catechism, which 
e n l a r g e d  t h e  o l d  c a t e c h i s m  t o  i n c l u d e  i n -  

s t r u c t i o n  i n  Baptism, t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,  and Confes- 
sion, Thi s  became t h e  b a s i c  c o n t e n t  of i n -  
s t r u c t i o n  i n  &he  Lu theran  Church u n t i l  t h e  midd le  
of  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  In t h a t  p e r i o d  t h e  p a r t s  of 
t h e  Small  Catechism were  s c a t t e r e d  th rough  many -- ----- 
pages  of l a r g e r  books OF i n s t r u c t i o n ,  The r e s u l t  
was w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  a t  the Seminary i n  one of my 
senior Syrnbolics c l a s s e s .  The church  was p u z z l i n g  
over new pr imary  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  which was 
c r y i n g  t o  improve on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ca tech i sm-  
c a n t e r e d  c u r r i c u l u m ,  To t e s t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
new approach I asked my c l a s s  how many s f  them 
had n e v e r  s e e n  L u t h e r ' s  Small  Catechism, Half  --- 
t h e  c l a s s  r a i s e d  t h e i r  hands ,  

57. L u t h e r  saw t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  
demanded a  f u l l e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  funda- 

m e n t a l  t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  Smal l  Catechism, s o  h e  

w r o t e  t h e  Large  Catechism,  a iming a t  a more 
i - n t e l l i g e n t  l a i t y  and b e t t e r  i n f  ormed t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s .  

58. Rut  the Reformat ion vas no one-man job, 
T h e  preaching of L u t h e r  went l i k e  a t i d a l  

wave th rough  t h e  c l e r g y  and l j i t y  of Germany. 
I n s p i r e d  by Luther 2nd led by layman PieLanciithori 
as their spokesman, t h e  folluwers of Luther, Lay 
and c l f3 in~y k - t 3  -- ~ostiy laity -- c?.osed e . ranks. The 
Augsburg ConfE?ssion t h e i r  ui2iic.d zestj nio;i-~ of  _-_ __--.____. ___ll__..-l__ 
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s i o n s  fii,d, i iymria, ls - -  a!.?. a part of t i l e  eduza t io i i a l  
process, much of which t,he C a t h o l i c  Church had 
l o n g  known but ineffectually used.  The bas i s  of 
a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  B i b l e ,  ~ n d ' s  own Word, 
And t h e  key t h a t  Mother Church used t o  open t h e  
B i b l e  t o  t h e  l a i t y  w a s  t h e  Confess ions .  They 



55. The impor tance  of t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  
was more and moxe recogn ized  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
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s o  l c w  t h a t  L u t h e r  exploded i n  h i s  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  
Small  Catechism: "Good God, what wre tchedness  -- 
I. behe ld :  The common p e o p l e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who l i v e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  have no knowledge what- 
e v e r  of  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g ,  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
many pastors a r e  q u i t e  incompetent  and u n f i t t e d  
f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  Although t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  supposed 
t o  be C h r i s t i a n ,  a r e  b a p t i z e d  and r e c e i v e  t h e  
h o l y  sac rament ,  t h e y  do n o t  know t h e  L o r d ' s  
Prayer, o r  t h e  Ten Commandments, they  Live a s  
i f  t h e y  were  p i g s  and i r r a t i o n a l  b e a s t s ,  and now 
t h a t  t h e  Gospel  h a s  been r e s t o r e d  they have 
mas te red  t h e  f i n e  a r t  of a b u s i n g  liberty. " 4  

56. The r e s u l t  was t h e  Small  Catechism, which 
e n l a r g e d  t h e  o l d  c a t e c h i s m  t o  i n c l u d e  i n -  

s t r u c t i o n  i n  Baptism, t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,  and Confes- 
sion, Thi s  became t h e  b a s i c  c o n t e n t  of i n -  
s t r u c t i o n  i n  &he  Lu theran  Church u n t i l  t h e  midd le  
of  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  In t h a t  p e r i o d  t h e  p a r t s  of 
t h e  Small  Catechism were  s c a t t e r e d  th rough  many -- ----- 
pages  of l a r g e r  books OF i n s t r u c t i o n ,  The r e s u l t  
was w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  a t  the Seminary i n  one of my 
senior Syrnbolics c l a s s e s .  The church  was p u z z l i n g  
over new pr imary  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  which was 
c r y i n g  t o  improve on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ca tech i sm-  
c a n t e r e d  c u r r i c u l u m ,  To t e s t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
new approach I asked my c l a s s  how many s f  them 
had n e v e r  s e e n  L u t h e r ' s  Small  Catechism, Half  --- 
t h e  c l a s s  r a i s e d  t h e i r  hands ,  

57. L u t h e r  saw t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  
demanded a  f u l l e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  funda- 

m e n t a l  t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  Smal l  Catechism, s o  h e  

w r o t e  t h e  Large  Catechism,  a iming a t  a more 
i - n t e l l i g e n t  l a i t y  and b e t t e r  i n f  ormed t e a c h e r s  
and p a s t o r s .  

58. Rut  the Reformat ion vas no one-man job, 
T h e  preaching of L u t h e r  went l i k e  a t i d a l  

wave th rough  t h e  c l e r g y  and l j i t y  of Germany. 
I n s p i r e d  by Luther 2nd led by layman PieLanciithori 
as their spokesman, t h e  folluwers of Luther, Lay 
and c l f3 in~y k - t 3  -- ~ostiy laity -- c?.osed e . ranks. The 
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s i o n s  fii,d, i iymria, ls - -  a!.?. a part of t i l e  eduza t io i i a l  
process, much of which t,he C a t h o l i c  Church had 
l o n g  known but ineffectually used.  The bas i s  of 
a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  B i b l e ,  ~ n d ' s  own Word, 
And t h e  key t h a t  Mother Church used t o  open t h e  
B i b l e  t o  t h e  l a i t y  w a s  t h e  Confess ions .  They 



have  been t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Lu theran  Church 's  
e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h i s  day,  a t  l e a s t  up t o  
t h e  mid-truentiech c e n t u r y .  

61. The Lu theran  Church today  f a c e s  a c r i t i c a l  
t h r e a t .  Ecumenical  p r e s s u r e ,  merger f e v e r ,  

s e c u l a r i z i n g  t e n d e n c i e s ,  new m o r a l i t y ,  g r a d u a l  
d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s ,  deemphasis on 
c o n f i r t n a t i o n  and C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  waning em- 
phasis on B i b l i c a l  and c o n f e s s i o n a l  s t u d i e s  a t  
idkheran  c o l l e g e s  and s e m i n a r i e s ,  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  
---- a l l  t h i s  i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  wash o u t  t h e  s o l i d  
d o c t r i n a l  and c o n f e s s i o n a l  c o r e  of Lu the ran  
C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n .  

62. It i s  s t r a n g e  how e a s i l y  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  
church  can f o r g e t  h e r  heritage and the 

t h i n g s  t h a t  have k e p t  h e r  a l i v e  and made h e r  
g r e a t .  From t ime  t o  t i m e  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
church  a r e  compelled by c i r c u m s t a n c e s  -- o r  by 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  o r  both  -- t o  r e a s s e s s  t h e  
church 's  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  reexamine 
h e r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  S c r i p t u r e  and h e r  l o y a l t y  
t o  t h e  f a i t h  once d e l i v e r e d .  They a r e  d r i v e n  
back t o  t h e  B i b l e  and  t o  a s k  a g a i n ,  What does  
i t  say?  The answer of  t h e  church  has  n o t  been 
t h e  answer of a b i shop  o r  of a  s t a r  t h e o l o g i a n .  
The answer i n  every church  body h a s  u s u a l l y  been 
t o  w r i t e  i n  h e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  something s i m i l a r  
t o  what i s  found i n  t h e  American Lu theran  Church 's  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  "As b r i e f  and t r u e  s t a t e m e n t s  of t h e  
d o c t r i n e s  of t h e  Word of  God, t h i s  church  a c c e p t s  
and c o n f e s s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Symbols, s u b s c r i p t i o n  
t o  which s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  of  a l l  i t s  members, 
b o t h  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s :  a *  The an- 
c i e n t  ecumenical  Creeds:  t h e  A p o s t o l i c ,  t h e  Nicene,  
and t h e  Athanas ian ;  b.  The u n a l t e r e d  Augsburg 
Confess ion  and L u t h e r ' s  Small  Catechism. 

"As further e l a b o r a t i o n  of ai;d i n  accord  rujth 
t h e s e  Lu theran  Symbols, t h i s  church  a l s o  r e c e i v e s  
t h e  o t h e r  documents i n  the Book of Concord of 
15SO: t h e  Apology, L u t h e r ' s  Large  Catechisin,  
t h e  S n a l c a l d  A r t i c l e s ,  and t h e  Forrriula of  Con- 
c o r d ;  and r e c o g n i z e s  t lxem a s  normat ive  f o r  i t s  
theo logy .  If5 

63. Other  Lu the ran  b o d i e s  a r e  even more s p e c i f i c .  
T h i s  i s  t h e  teaching of t h e  Lu theran  Chi:rcb 

t o  which every member subscribes : pastor, l a i r r l m 7  
b i s h a p ,  the~icgical p r o F e s s o r ,  Common sense and 
o r d e r  shclcrid t e l l  u s  t h a t  t o  s u b s c r i b e  to this 
body of  docrrini . .  and beccme a member of t h e  Lu th -  
eran iS2~nrch a perssm. should  know t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  of 
f a i t h  t o  i4lhicil h e  ilds s u b s c r i b e d ,  shou ld  know and 
u n d e r s t a r 6  ta'riat i t  say..;, what i t  t eaches .  

64 .  The Lutheran Church h a s  a lways  o r  a t  l e a s t  
u p  t o  t h e  prescn: g e n e r e t i o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

t h e  C o n f e s s i o ~ ~ ~  sho~tl ; i  bl= tak~n s e r i o u s l ~ 7 ,  as 
they  then~sr ivcs  dernznci. Ai; i ionest  c h ~ i r  ch  member, 
whether l a y ~ ~ ~ a i i ,  p a s t o r ,  i->i-.iio-p, or ~hei.1 o g i ~ a i  
p r o f e s s o r ,  w i l l  be  in cox;s~ielic:. h o ~ : ? d  t~1 be 
f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  Confess ion rc :,~hich he has silh- 
s c r i b e d ,  

65. History r e c o r d s  t h a t  errors a g a i n ; +  +:.E 

Church 's  Confess ion have u s u a l l y  : ~ ~ : - ; i . ; i - i . c i  

n o t  i n  t h e  l a i t y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  clerical cjr ~ l ~ e ~ ~ l ~ g -  
i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  church. (Arius, Xestcr-- 
ius, et a l .  ) In some cases t h e  l e a d e r s  t ; l r?~f i -  -- 
s e l v e s  have c o r r e c t e d  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  and k e p t  
t h e  church  faithful t o  its c o n f e s s i o n .  But t h i s  
does  n o t  a lways  happen,  and t h e r e  may b e  a t ime  
when t h e  l a i t y  i s  t h e l a s t  d i t c h  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  t r u t h .  To promote d i s c u s s i o n  
and a t  t h e  r i s k  of  t h e  w r a t h  of some t h e o l o g i c a l  
c o l l e a g u e s  I s h a l l  be  p o l e m i c a l  enough t o  a s k  
whether  p o s s i b l y  t h a t  t i m e  h a s  a r r i v e d .  



have  been t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Lu theran  Church 's  
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66. The p o l e m i c a l  2nd c r i t i c a l  complexion of 
this paper i s  n o t  mere ly  t o  a r o u s e  d i s c u s -  

sion but  t o  make you examine t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  The 
ve ry  f a c t  t h a t  the t h r e e  b i g  Lu theran  b o d i e s  i n  
America are  p o p u l a r l y  dubbed l e f t  wing, r i g h t  
wing, and middle  of the road -- o r ,  if you l i k e ,  
liberal, c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and you name i t  - -  mt;kcs 
it r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t he re  may be t h i n g s  
"2 be c o r r e c t e d  on 211 t h r e e  s i d e s ,  But woe t o  
-ix m s ~ l  o r  woman wllo p o i n t s  t o  the e r r o r ,  o r  
, z - t i z u l a r L y  to t h e  culprit, E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
i t \ i 7 r i l  + , L L a i i c r s ~ i e ~  a r e  apt t o  be  more t o l e r a n t  of a 
littie error than of g a d f l i e s ,  And t h e  churcli 
1s t h e  weaker f o r  it, Pour e s s a y i s t o n c e  sub- 
rf i i t ted an  article t o  a s y n o d i c a l  organ c r i t i c i z -  
i n g  a t h e o l o g i c a l  tendency i n  cl~i;; cilu-rc:lr- H e  
was t o l d  by the e d i t o r ,  "'TPI': 5ri.rr'r. it, and I ' l l  
t ear  you a p a r t  i n  an e d x t o r i a i , "  

6 7 .  We have a marvel-013s isi; y i q  t h e  i i? thera~:  
C'ti~ircFr, Fcautrf  f ~ilI.7 [!Ic?yr?l to their c h u r c h  

and ti; t h e i i c  y u s i . r .  %he last t h i n g  t h e y  i j ~ i : ~  f o  
,r n i~ * operly izo c r i i i s i z - e  the-iir pastor's preaching 
or t h e  teachin2 ri 2 c:?i?g~ or seminary pro- 
f',,,,r* i ma~vei a t  whar: my c o n g r e g a c i o ~ i  put up 
~ r j ~ h  .r9hc?l2 3- WR:; 2 g a s i o r ,  One rn~ondet-s ~~~het-ier 
the i r f l a i i o r :  ,f the c o n c e p t  of LOVE iil our day 

- 4 

1 x 2  f x ~ r J  ieci t ! i i :  CQLIC~S:CR. For tr!~tI;, There  is ric 
g-rcr ier  t h ing  t h a n  love. But t h e  spirit o f  
ccizrz.!cei po_n.;issiweness and liberation in. o t l i  
lives m?ls t o  mind t h e  statement of Lu ther  i n  
3 s i m i i a r  sr i tuarl ion:  " A c u r s e  on a love  t h a t  is 
observed  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  faith, 
t o  which eve ry th ing  must  y i e l d  -- love ,  sn 

a p o s t l e ,  an ange l  from heaven, etc!" (Gal.  5,916 

68. It is  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a m i n i s t e r  t o  c o r r e c t  
c o n f e s s i o n a l  a b e r r a t i o n s  of co l l eagues ,  o r  

f o r  a t h e o l o g i c a l  f a c u l t y  t o  c o r r e c t  i t s e l f .  

3s it p o s s i b l y  the time for laymen t o  r i s e  up 
and claim t h e i r  B i b l i c a l  au-i.houSty and t o  
exercise t h e  r e s p o n s i  b i  lS y wlmi cl: t h e  Confee- 
sj-ons g i v e  them: t o  rnalct a i n  rl-ue d o c l r i r l c  2nd 
loyalty t o  the  Scriptnre 2nd t h e  C~nfessi~i:ts:i 
11;) to ncrj t h e y  have ii; z? 1 h ~ m ? i i t y  remained 
s i l e n t .  EeltttIierc is a gra;tsix;g -,rourrd swc? E 
of i a ; ~  c r i t i c i s m  of i.he theological, ecc les i  A S -  

tical, h s n i l e t i c a l ,  m o r a l  an3  s o c i a l  trends i n  
t he  church ,  It i s  nor rare t o  hear peo21e 

* * 
griiinbie: 1, Docis{~Qil our m;n~st?r know thn 
r17""C , - L  iel-ence bheiween L;i an3 Co-;pei? 2 ,  Bar-?-2x3 l 
cur  min i s t e r  be3 Lev? ?I - !  s r l i r ~ c l e s  both i n  t he  
Old 'feseairrent at-; -i-hc Y p ~ j d  Tes t az~en t?  3 TL'hat ' s 
going sn ar -Chi. sit-iritna-mries 60 s c ~ d  orat ministers 

o ~ r i , ?  ! ! c  L - F ~ C ~ -  - ,  ' ~ u s i n e s s  bas a d i v o r c z d  
pas-&;- $13 i p J ~ i ;  i";T ,hilare-n. how to a 
p? 
, .KL i ~ t  ar: t i ~ i i  i i  5 T - 3 1 ~ 7  d3esng t t h e  b i s h o p  do 
-3orn3thing9 

70, T l ~ e  background sf P e t e r %  s t a t e m e n t  and rrf 
~ u l : h c r  ' s i n t e l - p r e t a t i o n  i s  t h e  O l d  Tca l : nmc :~~ t  

~ x i e s t l z o o d .  There ~ l l c  three d u t i  cs of the pn-iesh. 
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a r e  s e t  f o r t h :  t o  t e a c h ,  t o  i n t e r c e d e ,  and t o  
s a c r i f i c e .  S i n c e  e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  i s  a  p r i e s t ,  
h i s  d u t i e s  are t h e  same, A s  a  t e s c h e r  h e  i s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and t h e  p r o c l a -  
ma t ion  of t h e  T r u t h :  t h e  Word of God, 

71. And now comes L u t h e r ' s  solemn c h a r g e  t o  t h e  
l a i t y ,  a c h a r g e ,  which,  i f  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y ,  

cou ld  r o c k  t h e  church .  I n  1522 L u t h e r  w r o t e  t o  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  L e i s n i g ,  a s s u r i n g  them of 
t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  c a l l  a  p a s t o r ,  The c o n g r e g a t i o n  
has t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  Word of 
Gcd i s  preached and t h e  Sacraments  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  
But now Luther  goes  one s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  A s  p r i e s t s  
cbey,  t h e  l a i t y ,  have  t h e  r i g h t  and a l s o  t h e  d u t y  
t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  Word i s  preached i n  truth and 
p u r i t y ,  That  means t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  Roman 
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  "only  t h e  b i s h o p s ,  s c h o l a r s ,  and 
c o u n c i l s  shou ld  be  a l lowed  t o  judge doctrine," 
w h i l e  " t h e  o r d i n a r y  C h r i s t i a n  i s  supposed to 
avaif: t h e i r  judgment and obey i t ,  . '' 
72. No, says, L u t h e r ,  "Christ i n s t i t u t e s  "be 

v e r y  opfsos i te .  Iie takes boirh t i le  r i g k t  and 
the  power t o  judge  t e a c h i n g  from t h e  b i s h o p s ,  
~ c h o l a r s ,  and c o u n c i l s  a n d  g i v e s  them t o  everyone 
ar,d t o  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  eq l ra l ly  when h e  says, 
(John 10 :4 ) ,  'My sheep know my v o i c e , '  Again, 
'My sheep do no t  foilow s t r a n g e r s ,  h u t  flee from 
them, f o r  they do  n o t  know t h e  v o i c e  of s t r a n g e r s '  
(John 10:5). . . . Here you see c l e a r l y  who has 
T h e  r i g h t  t o  judge d o c t r i n e :  b i s h o p s ,  popes ,  
s cho la r s ,  and everyone e lse  have t h e  power t o  
t e a c h ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  sheep who a r e  t o  judge  
ivhether t h e y  teach t h e  v o i c e  ( i .  e . ,  t h e  words)  
o f  C h r i s t  o r  t h e  v o i c e  of  s t r a n g e r s .  Tha t  
i s  why we P e t  b i s h o p s  and c o u n c i l s  d e c i d e  and 
i n s t i t u t e  wha tever  t h e y  p l e a s e ;  when God's Word 
i s  on o u r  s i d e  we -- and n o t  t h e y  -- s h a l l  judge  
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what i s  r i g h t  o r  wrong and t h e y  w i l l  have t o  y i e l d  
t o  us  and obey o u r  w o r d s n 7  

7 3 *  L u t h e r  u s e s  Matt. 7 ,  15:  " ~ e w a r e  of f a l s e  
p r o p h e t s ,  . . ." and comments:: "You see 

C h r i s t  d o e s  n o t  h e r e  g i v e  t h e  judgment t o  p r o p h e t s  
and t e a c h e r s  bu t  t o  p u p i l s  o r  sheep ,  . . That  
is why a 3 1  t e a c h e r s  and t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  shou ld  and 
must b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  judgment of t h e  l i s t e n e r s . "  
S c r i p t u r e  shows t h a t  p r o p h e t s  and a p o s t l e s  " take 
t h e  r i g h t  and power t o  j udge  a l l  doe t r i~ : e  ti;+-:iy 
Srom the t e a c h e r s  and w i t h  a stern d e c r e e  ~ r q o s e  
i t  on t h e  Pistencers instead, on pain of l o s i n g  
their siaul. if8 

7 L ,  I+j".t_a~ r,v3i;8sf ? i i . : p : I ~ ~ t  - .  if 1aJt.y and ~ 1 . 1 ~  congre- 
gazir j  1s i.eal,y beca~cl; aware of t h i s  power God 

ii3s ~ i v e r t  klrterr! -- and k ' h e  r e s p s n s i b i l i t y ?  \*at 
rsituld happen t o  o u r  preachers and t h e i r  preacl i ing? 
Have you. ever heard a. p-i-eacl-ie-r "re% h i s  congrega- 
t i o n  of t h i s  power t h a t  has  g i v e n  them? 1 
wonder why n o t ,  Lu ther  g o t  sxc i t ed  about t h i s  and 
exploded: "There never would  havz been a u n i v e r s a l  
papacy i f  t h i s  r i g h t  of judgment had pre-vai led ' '  
(Concerning t h e  M i n i s t r y ) ,  9 

35, As anyone can see, t h i s  i s  pure  dynamite,  
It sounds  s t r a n g e l y  l i k e  C a r l s t a d s .  It 

cou ld  indeed  rock t h e  church  beyond anyehing L u t h e r  
c o n t e ~ l p l a t e d  had he n o t  i n  t h e  same breach served 
rap the  a n t i d o t e ,  L e t  no  layman t a k e  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  
a s  a l i c e n s e  t o  s e t  h i m s e l f  up as a n  adversary 
a r r o g a n t l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  ~ i n i s t e r ~ s  Gsd-given 
a u t h o r i t y ,  For  t h e  c a l l  of  a  m i n i s t e r  "imposes 
on t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  e x t e n d s  t h e  c a l l  t h e  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  honor  i t s  p a s t o r  and t o  h e a r  h i s  
word a s  t h e  word of C h r i s t . " 1 0  
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76. According to this principle every Liltheran 
Christian, lay as well as cierical, has the  

responsibility to see that the Ward of God is 
preached and taught in truth and purity, This 
teaching and proclamation are done principaily 
in the worshipping congregation and i r k  t4ae church's 
educational institutions especially in the theolog- 
ical seminary* The preachers and teachers are 
called by the church not to pr0cl.ari.m and teach 
their won individual opi-nions, but to speak as 
f - h e  voice of the  church prodaimjng the "fait'i-i 
once delivered to the saints," 

He should do this wikhout offering his own 
additions, supplementary interpretations, 
corrections, or criticisms, however well 
these may be supported by sound exegetical 
observatic*- > .  After all, the church is 
always i - ' *  re before the individual Chris- 
tian. church has acted upon him before 
he himself could a c t ;  it has instructed him 
before he himself was able to believe, The 
church, it must be rememhered,is 'the mother 
that begets and bears everv Thristian through 
the Word cdE God. ' 

Should we not listen first to the church's 
exposition of S c r i p t u r e  since through the 
W ~ r d  of God i c  has given us new birth as 
c k i l d r e a  cf God? Living in the church as 
those wha are borne and nourished by the 
church, we always have the church's Confes- 
sion as our point sf origin- . . . Yes, 
should we not from the very outset approach 
this exposition of S c r i p t c r e  by- the Confes- 
sions with a ~ ~ l i a i f i d e i i ~ ~  j ~ i  i t s  correctness 
which exceeds t h e  conE:'idt.;i~ce we give as 
pupils ts this or %ha$ member of the church 
who may he our 

'"3u-r churches teach and confess. " '"" we be- 
lieve, teach, and confess * " T i t ~ s e  f asmtilas 

appear  again and again i n  %he SoEF,3ss;ons, LUCK-- 
eram ministers and teachers today by i i ~ e i s  sub- 
scription to the Confessions be:ong to t h e  comp2n-j 
which said t h i s  i n  t h e  16'h century and i s  still 
saying it. The layman in the yew has t h e  right to 
demand t h i s  teaching froin p u l p i t  and podium. He 
is in church o r  classroom t o  h e a r ,  n o t  the o p i n i o n  
a f  PasCor Jones o r  P?Pofessctr T i L l i c Z l  o r  13112tmann 
o r  P r e u s ,  b u t  t h e  voice of Mother Church, Ile i s  
committed t o  t h z  Vord of God as interpreted in the 
Confessions. T h i s  interpretation he does not want 
concradiefed by any individual who sets himse7f 
above t h o  church. Professor Schlinlc of Heidelberg 
has s t a t e d  t h e  case i n  p l a i n  language:  

Surely the Gsnfessisns are t h e  voice of t h e  
church ,  important enough t o  b e  heard ouk f i r s t ,  
in what they have to say, before the indivi- 
dual Christian lifts lais own voice to speak. 
Since in the Collfessions it is the churcli, 
not an individual, which is ex~jounding the 
Scripture for its members, there is every 
reason for the individual member first t o  
listen as a pupil to the church's instruction. 

- 62 - 

7 8 .  1 like George Forell's reference to the 
"religious amnesia" which character izes  the 

laity and the clergy and even ghe theologians of 
our time. "'We live in an age in which many people 
associated with the Christian Church, both thee- 
logians and laymen, believe that we establish 
relevance to our time by forgetting or at least 
ignoring the We is so right in stress- 
ing that if you don't know your past you don't 
know who you are. They are your badge of iden- 
tity. They express w h a t  you are, what you believe, 
how you live as a Lutheran Christian. They are 
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t h e r e  t o  he lp  you know your B ib l e  and what i t  
s ays .  They a r e  t h e r e  t o  make you an i n t e l l i g e n t  
Lutheran C h r i s t i a n .  They a r e  t h e r e  n o t  on ly  t o  
g ive  you t h i s  knowledge bu t  t o  convince you of 
i t s  t r u t h ,  and t o  persuade you t o  s t a k e  your l i f e  
on i t  and t o  accep t  i t  a s  your f a i t h  and your 
l i f e - s t y l e .  Adopt i t ,  and, l i k e  t h e  Reformers, 
you s t and  f o r  something. 

79 .  I am no t  ashamed t o  confess  openly t h a t  
I believe 

1. tha t  t h e  ReEormatior~ was an a c t  of God; 
2. t h a t  Martin Luther  was chosen by God t o  

b r i n g  a re format ion  i n  the church; 
3 ,  that h e  and t h e  o t h e r  re formers  were 

guided by t h e  Holy Spiri~ t o  p r s c l a j n ?  
t h e i r  new S c r I p t l j a l  Lns ig i l t s  i.11 t h e  
Confessions,  

This  i s  n o t  indeed fro s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  Book of 
P 

Concord is the infallible Word of God l i k e  t h e  
B i b l e ,  and i t s  au tho r s  l i k e  t h e  Prophets  and 
Apos t les  i n s p i r e d  by God t o  w r i t e  every word of 
t h e  Confessions the w n y  H e  wanted i t  w r i t t e n .  
But i d o  f i n d  the new i n s i g h t s  gained by Luther 
through i n t e n s i v e  s tudy  of S c r i p t u r e  t o  be i n  a  
remarkable  way c l a r i f i e d ,  sys temat ized ,  even 
s i m p l i f i e d  a t  t imes i n  t h e  Confessions,  The 
t each ings  of S c r i p t u r e  become c l e a r e r  t o  me, 
I hear t h e  vo i ce  of Mother Church t each ing  me - 
what God i s  t r y i n g  t o  s ay  t o  me i n  t h e  Bib le .  
The Confessions persuade me t h a t  even as a  l ay-  
man f can be a  theo log ian .  I unders tand b e t t e r  
t h e  message and theology of Luther .  A s  Le i f  
Grane s ays ,  ". . an h i s t o r i c a l  unders tanding  
cf t h e  Confessio  Augustana i s  imposs ib le  with-  
o u t  a q u i t e  complete acqua in tance  w i th  Lu the r ' s  
theology.  "I3 A s  someone once s a i d  : " ~ u t h e r  
s u p p l i e s  t h e  wood, Melanchthon makes t h e  f i n e  
f u r n i t u r e .  " 

a.  Yes, even a s  a  layman, 1 NST be a  t heo log i an  
because 1 am a PRIEST, And a s  a  p r i e s t  i t  i s  

my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  

I) t h e  Gospel i s  proclaimed i n  t r u t h  and 
p u r i t y  

2 )  t h a t  t h e  t e ach ing  and t h e  preach ing  i n  
t h e  church i s  in accord w i th  t h e  t r u t h  
of S c r i p t u r e ,  

b .  For  as  Luther  s a y s ,  t h e  prime du ty  of a 
C h r i s t i a n  as p r i e s t  i s  t o  TEACH, 

c e  But Luther  does not l e t  us  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  
S c r i p t u r a l  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Un ive r sa l  P r i e s t -  

hood g i v e s  t h e  Saymart as  p r i e s t  two o t h e r  d u t i e s :  
E O  INTERCEDE AND SACRIFICE, 

d ,  The f i r s t  and f u r c ~ ~ o s t  bus ine s s  of t h e  Chris- 
t i a n  a s  p r i e s t  is t o  teach, o r  proc la im the  

Gospel ,  t o  d e c l a r e  abroad what God has  done f o r  
him. "You must : ' says  P e t e r ,  "exercise @he ch i e f  
f u n c t i o n  of a p r i e s t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  proc la im t h e  
wonderful deed God has  performed f o r  you t o  b r i n g  
you ou t  of darkness  i n t o  the  l i g h t  .... Thus you 
should a l s o  t e a c h  o t h e r  people  how they ,  too, 
come i n t o  such l i g h t ,  1114 

e ,  The c e n t e r  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  w i t n e s s  a s  
p r i e s t  i s  t h e  Word of S c r i p t u r e ,  and t h e  

c e n t e r  of t h e  Word i s  C h r i s t .  

f .  The second f u n c t i o n  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  a s  p r i e s t  
is  t o  i n t e r c e d e ,  t o  p ray  f o r  o t h e r s .  It i s  

c l o s e l y  l i nked  t o  h i s  t e ach ing  m i n i s t r y .  Luther  
s ays  i n  h i s  FREEDOM OF A CHRISTIAN, "Not on ly  a r e  
we t h e  f r e e s t  of k ings ,  w e  a r e  a l s o  p r i e s t s  



t h e r e  t o  he lp  you know your B ib l e  and what i t  
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P 
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f o r e v e r ,  which is  f a r  more e x c e l l e n t  than  being 
k ings ,  f o r  a s  p r i e s t s  we a r e  worthy t o  appear  
b e f o r e  God t o  p ray  f o r  o t h e r s  and t o  t e a c h  one 
ano the r  d i v i n e  t h i n g s ,  These a r e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
of p r i e s t s ,  and they  cannot be gran ted  t o  any 
unbe l i eve r ,  Thus C h r i s t  has  made i t  p o s s i b l e  
f o r  u s ,  provided we b e l i e v e  i n  him, t o  be n o t  
on ly  h i s  b r e t h r e n ,  co-he i r s ,  and f e l l ow  k i n g s ,  
bu t  a l s o  h i s  f e l l o w - p r i e s t s ,  Therefore  w e  may 
boldly come i n t o  t h e  presence  of God i n  t h e  
s p i r i t  of f a i t h  (Heb, 10:19,22) and c r y  'Abba, 
; L,her? .. + pray f o r  one ano the r ,  and do a l l  t h i n g s  
wliich w-? see done and foreshadowed i n  t h e  o u t e r  
2nd v i s i b l e  works of p r i e s t s ,  st15 

g ,  Every C h r i s t i a n ,  a s  he  s h a r e s  i n  t h e  p r i e s t l y  
work of C h r i s t ,  h a s  a t h i r d  f a r c t i o n :  sacri- 

f i c e .  This  was t h e  chief  function of the  016 
Testament p r i e s t ,  and if gains its f u l l  meaning 
i n  C k r i s t a s  s a c r i f i c e  on t h e  Cross ,  I n  his com- 
mentary on 1 P e t e r  2 ,  5-9, Luther  c a l l s  t h i s  
'i Q s a c r i f i c e  sf B i s  own body t h e  h ighes t  f u n c t i o n  
of the  p r i e s t l y  officeawl' In  h i s  t r e a t i s e  of 
1523, CONCERHIWG THE MINISTRY, he  says, " In  the 
New Testament t h e r e  is no  s a c r i f i c e  except  t h 6  
one which i s  comon  t o  a l l ,  namely, t h e  one 
de sc r ibed  i n  Romans l 2 , l ,  where Paul  t e aches  
u s  t o  p r e s e n t  our  bodies  as a  s a c r i f i c e ,  j u s t  
as C h r i s t  s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  body f o r  us  on t h e  
c r o s s .  I n  t h i s  s a c r i f i c e  he i nc ludes  t h e  o f f e r -  
i n g  of praise and thanksg iv ing .  "I7 

h e  It is ow t h i s  n o t e  of s a c r i f i c e  t h a t  Luther  

t h r e e  func t ions  of our  p r i e s thood .  W e  teach, 
t h a t  o t h e r s  may share our  l i f e  i n  C h r i s t .  We 
i n t e r c e d e  f o r  o t h e r s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  burdens 
b e f o r e  the th rone  of grace. And we s a c r i f i c e  our- 
s e l v e s  that o t h e r s  may live. For- t h e  unspeakabie 
l ove  of C h r i s t  and His s a l v a t i o n  a r e  nut simply 
g i f t s  f o r  me t o  revel i n ,  bu t  g i f t s  f o r  m e  t o  
share ~ ~ i t h  o t h e r s .  

i. 971 thts a g e  of awakcniri3 c:ji..laL consc i :m~, i - i~ss  
and i t s  a p p e a l  f u r  social action, t h e  mcst 

qL1cted paragraph in Luther i s  probab ly  t h e  cna in 
t h i s  t u e z t i s e .  P c a n ' t  resis: q u o t i n g  i t  aga in ,  
f c r  i z  211- L1r-i-her titere i s  no more beaut5fu.l  c a l l  
ltr, n life 1:): sacrif i ice f o r  o t h e r s .  A C h r i s t i a n  
k t :  LO 1 '  "Although 1 a m  an unworthy and 
-oill"iemned rllai?, my Cod ilas given ne i n  C h r i s t  a l l  
Gitc r5ches of r ighkeourrress  and s a l v a t i o n  wi tbout  
any m e r i t  on my p a r t ,  o u t  of pu re ,  f r e e  mercy, s o  
"that.ffrom now on 4. need nothing except  f a i t h  
which b e l i e v e s  t h a ~  this 2; t.b:*re, Why should I 
not  t h e r e f o r e  f r e s i y ,  j o y f u l l ) - ,  w L t &  all my h e a r t ,  
and wi th  an eager will d o  a 3 1  s h i n g s  which 1 know 
are p l e a s i n g  and a c c e p t a b l e  t o  sush  a Fa the r  who 
has  overwhelmed m e  w i t h  his inestimable r i c h e s ?  
b w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e  myself as a  Christ ,  t a  my 
ne ighbor ,  j u s t  as C h r i s t  offered himself  t o  3% 
1 w i l l  do nothing i n  t h i s  l i f e  except w h a t  I see 
i s  neces sa ry ,  p r o f i t a b l e ,  and s z l u t a r y  t o  my 
ne ighbor ,  s i n c e  through f a i t h  I have an abundance 
of a l l  good t h i n g s  i n  ~ h r i s t . " ~ ~  

makes t h e  i d e a  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p r i e s thood  
come a l i v e  a s  the d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  80, Rut t h e r e  a r e  ve ry  f e w  laymen who unders tand 

l i f e ,  H i s  t r e a t i s e  on THE FREEDOM OF A CHRISTIAN t h a t  t h e  Confessions have n o t  on ly  an educa- 

i s  h i s  most p a s s i o n a t e  cha l l enge  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  t i o n a l  v a l u e ,  bu t  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  va lue .  Every 

t o  l i v e  h i s  l i f e  f o r  o t h e r s .  A s  C h r i s t  s a c r i f i c e d  a r t i c l e  of t h e  Augustana, a s  w e l l  a s  of t h e  smal l  -- 
Himself f o r  u s  a l l ,  s o  we a r e  t o  s a c r i f i c e  our- Catechism and t h e  o t h e r  Confessions ha s  i n  i t  a  

s e l v e s  f o r  o t h e r s .  And t h i s  is  t h e  focus  of a l l  message of comfort  f o r  t h e  f o l k s  i n  t h e  pew. 
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Take o n l y  a  sample o r  two. The Augsburg Confes- 
s i o n  A r t i c l e  I ,  of God, a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  a s  Luth- 
e r a n s  we a r e  n o t  a s e c t ,  b u t  t h a t  we belong t o  
t h e  Holy C a t h o l i c  Church of t h e  f a t h e r s ,  and t h a t  
o u r  Confess ions  a r e  i n  harmony w i t h  their theul- 
ogy d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Creed s f  Nicea-, 
T h e i r  f a i t h  i s  our  f a i t h ,  
Their Gospel i s  o u r  Gospel ,  
Their Christ is  o u r  C h r i s t ,  
The i r  Church i s  o u r  Church, 

IL is a comfar t  t o  have t h e s e  d e e p  r o o t s  i n  a -time 
oi r e l i g i o u s  confus ion  l i k e  o u r s .  The p i c t u r e  of 
God i n  a l l  t h e  Confess ions  i s  n o t  t h a t  of a f e a r -  
sline, angry  God, b u t  of a  God of g r a c e ,  a  l o v i n g  
Father ,  who loved u s  even t o  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  of t h e  
Cross ,  and who f o r g i v e s  t h e  s i n  of t h o s e  who 
t r u s t  i n  H i m .  

81. T h i s  God of g r a c e  comes i n t i m a t e l y  c l o s e  t o  
u s  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by Grace 

th rough  F a i t h  a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Confess ions ,  
They show c l e a r l y  my own h e l p l e s s n e s s  and my need 
of f o r g i v e n e s s .  Then t h e y  p o i n t  me t o  t h e  Cross  
and s a y ,  " In  spite of your  s i n  and unwor th iness ,  
your  s i n s  are forgrbvm th rough  H i s  s a c r i f i c e , "  
"For by g r a c e  you a r e  saved th rough  f a i t h ,  and 
n o t  of  y o u r s e l v e s ;  i t  is  t h e  g i f t  of ~ o d "  
(Eph, 2 ,  8,9), 

82. Can any one doubt  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  value of  
the d o c t r i n e  of Baptism a s  i t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  L a r g e  Catechism? "For c o n s i d e r ,  i f  t h e r e  
were somewhere a p h y s i c i a n  who unders tood  the  
a r t  of s a v i n g  men from dy ing ,  o r ,  even though 
t h e y  d i e d ,  of r e s t o r i n g  them s p e e d i l y  t o  l i f e ,  
s o  t h a t  t h e y  would t h e r e a f t e r  l i v e  f o r e v e r ,  how 
t h e  world would pour i n  money l i k e  snow and 
r a i n ,  s o  t h a t  because  of t h e  t h r o n g  of t h e  r i c h  

no one could  f i n d  a c c e s s !  But h e r e  i n  Baptism 
t h e r e  i s  brought  f r e e  t o  everyone ' s  door such  a 
t r e a s u r e  and medic ine  as u t t e r l y  d e s t r o y s  d e a t h  
and p r e s e r v e s  a l l  men a l i v e ,  Thus we must regard 
Baptism and make i t  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  o u r s e l v e s ,  that 
when our  s i n s  and consc ience  o p p r e s s  u s ,  we 
s t r e n g t h e n  o u r s e l v e s  and t a k e  comfor t  and s ay :  
N e v e r t h e l e s s  I am b a p t l z c d ;  b u t  i f  I am b a p t i z e d ,  
i t  is promised me that 1 shall be saved and have 
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  b o t h  i n  s o u l  and body."19 

8 3 .  Every pastor should l ea rn  from Luthar t o  
teach his l aynen  to r r c ~ g n f z e  the t:iera- 

p e u t i e  vd2-u.e o f  Baptism and ts b r i n g  them the  
c s ~ ~ f o ~ t -  t ha t  l i e s  i n  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  which t h e  
C'onfezsioca c?phasize, Most of you w i l l  remember 
- " 

1,11~riex ' s er:c ?mi te r  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d  Doctor C a r l  
Wellere He m e t  him on t h e  s t r e e t  one day and 
found him i n  a s t a t e  of deep Anfechtung and 
d e s p a i r  o v e r  h i s  s i n s .  Lu ther  spoke one sen- 
t e n c e :  Doctor  Weller, arc you b a p t i z e d ?  
Doctor WelPer wen2 home hea led  and r e l e a s e d ,  

84 .  The Sacrament of the  Al t a r  has s i m i l a r  
t h e r a p e u t i c  v a l u e ,  a s  the  Large Catechism 

a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t .  W e  should  r e g a r d  t h e  Sacrament 
"as  a  p u r e ,  wholesome comfor t ing  remedy impar t -  
i n g  s a l v a t i o n  and comfor t ,  which w i l l  cure you 
and g i v e  you l i f e  bo th  i n  sou l  and body, For 
where t h e  s o u l  h a s  r e c o v e r e d ,  t h e  body also is  
r e l i e v e d ,  Why t h e n  i s  i t  t h a t  we a c t  as i f  i t  

were !ioison9 t h e  e a t i n g  of  which would b r i n g  
d e a t h ? "  ' 
85. The Confess ions  can  l e a d  you i n t o  a  r e a l  

l o v e - a f f a i r  w i t h  your  B i b l e .  While some 
contemporary t h e o l o g i a n s  a r e  t e l l i n g  you n o t  t o  
make a  "paper  pope" o u t  of t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  Con- 
f e s s i o n s  i n v i t e  your  c o n f i d e n t  t r u s t  i n  i t  and 
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d i r e c t  you through s tudy  of i t  t o  exper ience  
t h e  h e a l i n g ,  comfort ing,  l i b e r a t i n g ,  and c r e -  
a t i v e  power of God's l i v i n g  Word i n  t h e  Bib le .  
And they  open t o  you t h e  very  h e a r t  of t h e  Gospel 
and of t h e  e n t i r e  Bib le :  t h e  comfort ing d o c t r i n e  
of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by grace  a lone  through f a i t h  
a lone .  August Kimrne s ays  i t  w e l l  i n  his Theology 
of  The Augsbmrg Confession:  "This C h r i s t - l i k e  -- - -- 
key t o  t h e  B ib l e  i s  t h e  a r t i c l e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
i n  o rgan i c  connect ion t o  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  doctrinal 
a r t i c l e s  w e  have a l r e a d y  mentioned. The Augsburg 
C:o:rifession in its f i r s t  seventeen a r t i c l e s  g i v e s  ----- 
a  s o l i d  expos i t i on  of t h i s  t r u e  b i b l i c a l  f a i t h  
centered i n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  Therefore  t b i s  con- 
fessional. w r i t i n g  i s  f o r  the  Christfan C h ~ r c h  a 
unique he lp  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i ~ n  of the New 
Testament and t h e  prezrc-liing of the w f i s i e  b i b l e ,  ~ 1 2 1  

t36* There a r e  s i g n s ,  i n  t h e  mids t  of ecumernical 
p r e s s u r e s ,  of a  resurgence  of Lutheran con- 

f e s s i o n a l i s m ,  a t  l e a s t  of a  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  Confessions,  The c u r r e n t  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  
400th ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  Formula of Concord, t h e  
accompanying b i r t h  of con fe s s iona l  movements l i k e  
t h e  Concordia Academy, t h e  appearance of numerous 
books on t h e  Confessions,  may p o s s i b l y  mark t h e  
beginning of a new per iod  of con fe s s iona l  concern 
i n  Lutheranism. 

87, The church i s  c ry ing  ou t  f o r  heroes  and 
he ro ines ,  f o r  men and women who s t and  f o r  

something, whose f a i t h  i s  champing a t  t h e  bLt 
f o r  a c t i o n ,  whose l ove  of C h r i s t  makes them 
c r u s a d e r s  f o r  t r u t h .  The power of t h e  Lutheran 
l a i t y  i s  a  s l e e p i n g  g i a n t  i n  whose hands may be  
t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  church and of i t s  teach ing .  
How grave must t h e  c r i s i s  be i n  t h e  church b e f o r e  
t h e  g i a n t  awakes and t a k e s  up t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  
t r u t h ?  It happened i n  t h e  Reformation. A l a r g e  

company of laymen f i r e d  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  when they  
presen ted  t o  t h e  emperor and t o  t h e  church t h e  
Augsburg Confession.  They unloaded t h e i r  heavy 
a r t i l l e r y  when 80 of them p l u s  numerous c i t y  
c o u n c i l s  gave t h e  church t h e  --- Book - of Concord. 
And i t  was t o  be no museum p i ece .  On t h e  con- 
t r a r y ,  s a i d  they ,  "we i n t end  t o  examine a l l  con- 
t r o v e r s i e s  accord ing  t o  t b i s  norm and dec l a r a -  
t i o n . ~ ~ ~  And t h e i r  h e r o i c s  were n o t  ended u n t i l  
they  had l a i d  t h e i r  l i v e s  on the  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
solemn d e c l a r a t i o n :  "This Cox~fession also, by 
t h e  he lp  of Gcd we w i l l  retain to our last 
breath, when we s l i a l l  gn f o r t h  f rom t h i s  1 L f e  - ,- 
to the heavenky latherland, t o  appear  w i th  joy- 
f u l  exd un2:uz&eLj r r i ~ ~ d  and w i t h  a p u r e  conscience 
be fo re  ~ i r c 7 j  t r i  b -nc: ZL r j  C our  L o r d  J ~ C S U S  C h r i s t  
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88. It lidp'pened i n  tiiii Reformation. Could i t  
happen aga in?  The p a s t o r s ,  b i shops ,  and 

t heo log i ans  shouid i n v i t e  t h e  laymen t o  make i t  
happen a g a i n ,  

89. I n  my appea l  f o r  l a y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t he  
church I t r u s t  t h a t  no layman w i l l  conclude 

from t h i s  paper  t h a t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  r o l e  i s  a 
nega t i ve  one, t h a t  of be ing  a  gad f ly  and a c r i t i c .  
Let  him be a  p o s i t i v e  and c o n s t r u c t i v e  c rusader  
f o r  t h e  t r u t h ,  a man who loves  h i s  church and 
honors  h i s  p a s t o r ,  h i s  bishop,  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  
p r o f e s s o r s .  Le t  him b e  a  p a r t n e r  w i th  them i n  
t h e  cause  of t h e  Gospel of C h r i s t ,  I n  suppor t -  
i n g  them, l e t  him keep them always aware of what 
S t ,  Pau l  s a i d  t o  t h e  Cor in th i an  C h r i s t i a n s :  
"For we can do no th ing  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u t h ,  bu t  
f o r  t h e  t r u t h "  (I1 Cor. 13 ,  8) .  

-- Herman A .  Preus  
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React ion t o  Lec ture  I1 - P r o f .  Theo. J .  Hartwig and s e t  o u t  our  p r i o r i t i e s  accord ing  t o  t h e  
example of t h e  a p o s t l e s  i n  Acts  6. Already i n  
1914-1315, our  synod was urged t o  pursue  t h i s  

A s  i n  y e s t e r d a y ' s  l e c t u r e ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  course ,  namely, t o  engage members of t h e  con- 
c l e a r l y ,  and n e c e s s a r i l y ,  approached h i s  s u b j e c t  g r ega t i on  n o t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  
from a  p e r s p e c t i v e  d i f f e r e n t  from our  own. Again, m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Word f o r  managing t h e  many o t h e r  
we sympathize w i th  and s h a r e  h i s  concern f o r  de- a f f a i r s  of t h e  church and t h e  synod, bu t  w i th  no 
velopments i n  h i s  own synod. We a r e  perhaps l e s s  conspicuous r e s u l t s ,  The c l e r g y  remain dominant 
t r oub l ed  w i t h  such developments among o u r s e l v e s ,  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of our  synod ica l  o rgan i za t i on  an3 
f o r  example, t h e  layman's d i scovery  of h i s  po~:er,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
t h e  d i sappearance  of p a r o c h i a l  s choo l s ,  t h e  waning 
EE-hasis of B i b l i c a l  and Confess iona l  s t u d i e s  at I found most heart-warming t h e  e s s a y i s t ' s  
E~ ._he ran  c o l l e g e s  and s emina r i e s ,  and the impl ied  c o m e n t s  abi3ut usi.ng our.I ,r?theran Confessions 
weakening of d o c t r i n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  arnoxlg theo lo-  t o  reclaim our Lutheran h e r i t a g e ,  f o r  i f  w e  l o s e  
g i a n s ,  Regarding s e v e r a l  of these c m c e r n s ,  and s i g h t  of our  p a s t ,  we l o s e  our  i d e n t i t y ,  I n  
e s p e c i a l l y  r ega rd ing  paroclzkal school  educa t ion ,  these days  of r e l i g i c u s  enthusiasm and misguided 
God has  b l e s sed  our  own synod w i t h  t r e n d s  i n  the Bilbl ical  frandamerata3_is~1, i t  cannot be emphasized 
o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n .  too o f t e n  t h a t  our  Lutheran Confessions s e r v e  

w e l l  i n  t e ach ing  u s  how to approach t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
f am s k e p t i c a l  about g e n e r a l i z i n g  t h e  s t a t i s -  p rope r ly  and where t o  f i n d  the r i g h t  key t o  proper  

t i c s  gained from a  s i n g l e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  a s  men- i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of S c r i p t u r e ,  
t i oned  a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  essay .  Undoubtedly, 
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e p o r t  an a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  of con- On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I remain s k e p t i c a l  of t h e  
d i t i o n s  a t  one p l a c e ,  bu t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  may be  e s s a y i s t ' s  c la im t h a t  re format ion  i n  t h e  church 
q u i t e  r eve r sed  a t  ano the r  p l a c e  where people  have can beg in  from t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s ,  from t h e  Lay 
jo ined  a  congrega t ion  because of how t h e  Word of membership a t  l a r g e ,  as  i f  t h e r e  are h i s t o r i c a l  
God was preached a t  t h a t  p l ace .  We do f i n d  con- p r eceden t s  f o r  t h i s *  When he states ghat L u t h e r  
g r e g a t i o n s  where t h e  m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Word has  and, by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Confessions % a i d  t h e  
been a  dominant f a c t o r  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  and bu i ld -  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  reform squa re ly  on t h e  l a i t y ,  
ing  up outward membership. And t h i s  must s u f f i c e  some documentation t o  suppor t  such a  hypsehes i s  
i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v a l u e  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and would be d e s i r a b l e ,  
s t a t i s t i c s :  they  g ive  i n fo rma t ion  about  v i s i b l e ,  
t a n g i b l e  t h i n g s ,  and t h a t  i s  a l l .  For t h e  s ake  of s t i m u l a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  I 

would a s k  whether re format ion  h a s  eve r  happened 
O n  t h e  m a t t e r  of t h e  l a i t y  t a k i n g  a  more a c t i v e  i n  a manner a s  t h e  e s s a y i s t  d e s c r i b e s .  H e  speaks  

r o l e  i n  managing t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  con- of t h e  power of t h e  l a i t y  a s  a  s l e e p i n g  g i a n t ,  
g r e g a t i o n ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  is  r i g h t .  We should en- and of t h e  s t r o n g  l a i c a l  a s s e r t i o n  i n  t h e  s i x -  
courage more of t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l a y  people  t e e n t h  cen tu ry  Reformation. Though h i s  state- 

ments do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  by-pass t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
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re format ion  i n  t h e  church i s  from t h e  Lord, I 
q u e s t i o n  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of speaking about  a  
so-ca l led  power of t h e  l a i t y  (an express ion  which 
s e t s  c l e r g y  and l a i t y  a t  odds) .  I a l s o  ques t i on  
t h e  c r e d i t  g iven t o  a  power of t h e  l a i t y  i n  t h e  
s i x t e e n t h  cen tury .  To my mind, t h e  men profes -  
s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  theology s tood  behind t h e  
laymen and gave them t h e  v o i c e  w i th  which they 
spoke, whether a t  Augsburg i n  1530, o r  i n  t h e  
Preface t o  t h e  Book of Concord i n  1580, o r  i n  
the  Formula of Concord i n  1 5 7 7 ,  and s o  on r i g h t  
do.;sn t h e  l i n e ,  On t h i s  p o i n t  of a re format ion  
rising up from t h e  l a i t y ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t ,  t o  my 
mind, may be d e a l i n g  w i th  a  will-o-the-wisp, un- 
supported by evidence and precedent  from the p a s t .  

Reactiorz t o  Lec ture  11 - Pro f .  RudoLpll E, I3onsey 

D r ,  P reus '  second p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  on TIIE ROLE 
OF TI1E I,AITY, evoked t h i s  r e a c t o r ' s  f e e l i n g s  of 
sympatfay f o r  bo th  t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  l a i t y ,  i u -  
i t i a l l y  f o r  t h e  former bu t  more profoundly f o r  
t h e  l a t t e r .  

The opening paragraph,  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s ,  
t o l d  u s  what w e  have probably heard b e f o r e ,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  may have been aware of. Because of i t s  
pungency a s  w e 1 3  a s  i t s  b r e v i t y  i t  i s  i n  o rde r  
t o  r e p e a t  i t ,  W e  quote:  

"We clergy,iien are being  d e f l a t e d  and c u t  down 
t o  s i z e  t h e s e  days,  P go t  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e -  
c e n t l y ,  ask ing :  'Why d i d  you j o i n  S t .  John ' s  
Church?' A few weeks l a t e r  I go t  t h e  r e s u l t s :  

1. I was i n v i t e d  by a f r i e n d  ( a  Layman). 40% 
2. I l i k e d  t h e  people  i n  the congrega t ion ,  20% 
3. I l i k e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  20% 
4. I l i k e d  t h e  church b u i l d i n g .  10% 
5. I l i k e d  t h e  P, t inis ter .  3%" 

This  i s  q u i t e  sobe r ing ,  i s n *  i t ,  assuming i t  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  f a i r  c ro s s - s ec t i on  of people .  Even 
a l lowing  f o r  an inadequa te  sampling, and even an 
u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sampling, i t  i s n ' t  ve ry  f l a t t e r -  
i n g  t o  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s t o r .  Only i f  
a  p a s t o r  i s  s t r o n g l y  convinced t h a t  f l a t t e r y  o r  
even a  compliment i s  t o  b e  avoided l i k e  t h e  
p lague  can he  f e e l  o t h e r  than  uneasy about  i t .  
Any way you look a t  i t ,  i t  does appear  t o  t e l l  
u s  something. 

I n  h i s  l e c t u r e  D r ,  P reus  makes a number of 
s t a t emen t s  concerning t r e n d s  i n  many churches  



re format ion  i n  t h e  church i s  from t h e  Lord, I 
q u e s t i o n  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of speaking about  a  
so-ca l led  power of t h e  l a i t y  (an express ion  which 
s e t s  c l e r g y  and l a i t y  a t  odds) .  I a l s o  ques t i on  
t h e  c r e d i t  g iven t o  a  power of t h e  l a i t y  i n  t h e  
s i x t e e n t h  cen tury .  To my mind, t h e  men profes -  
s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  theology s tood  behind t h e  
laymen and gave them t h e  v o i c e  w i th  which they 
spoke, whether a t  Augsburg i n  1530, o r  i n  t h e  
Preface t o  t h e  Book of Concord i n  1580, o r  i n  
the  Formula of Concord i n  1 5 7 7 ,  and s o  on r i g h t  
do.;sn t h e  l i n e ,  On t h i s  p o i n t  of a re format ion  
rising up from t h e  l a i t y ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t ,  t o  my 
mind, may be d e a l i n g  w i th  a  will-o-the-wisp, un- 
supported by evidence and precedent  from the p a s t .  

Reactiorz t o  Lec ture  11 - Pro f .  RudoLpll E, I3onsey 

D r ,  P reus '  second p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  on TIIE ROLE 
OF TI1E I,AITY, evoked t h i s  r e a c t o r ' s  f e e l i n g s  of 
sympatfay f o r  bo th  t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  l a i t y ,  i u -  
i t i a l l y  f o r  t h e  former bu t  more profoundly f o r  
t h e  l a t t e r .  

The opening paragraph,  i n  no u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s ,  
t o l d  u s  what w e  have probably heard b e f o r e ,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  may have been aware of. Because of i t s  
pungency a s  w e 1 3  a s  i t s  b r e v i t y  i t  i s  i n  o rde r  
t o  r e p e a t  i t ,  W e  quote:  

"We clergy,iien are being  d e f l a t e d  and c u t  down 
t o  s i z e  t h e s e  days,  P go t  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e -  
c e n t l y ,  ask ing :  'Why d i d  you j o i n  S t .  John ' s  
Church?' A few weeks l a t e r  I go t  t h e  r e s u l t s :  

1. I was i n v i t e d  by a f r i e n d  ( a  Layman). 40% 
2. I l i k e d  t h e  people  i n  the congrega t ion ,  20% 
3. I l i k e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  20% 
4. I l i k e d  t h e  church b u i l d i n g .  10% 
5. I l i k e d  t h e  P, t inis ter .  3%" 

This  i s  q u i t e  sobe r ing ,  i s n *  i t ,  assuming i t  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  f a i r  c ro s s - s ec t i on  of people .  Even 
a l lowing  f o r  an inadequa te  sampling, and even an 
u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sampling, i t  i s n ' t  ve ry  f l a t t e r -  
i n g  t o  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s t o r .  Only i f  
a  p a s t o r  i s  s t r o n g l y  convinced t h a t  f l a t t e r y  o r  
even a  compliment i s  t o  b e  avoided l i k e  t h e  
p lague  can he  f e e l  o t h e r  than  uneasy about  i t .  
Any way you look a t  i t ,  i t  does appear  t o  t e l l  
u s  something. 

I n  h i s  l e c t u r e  D r ,  P reus  makes a number of 
s t a t emen t s  concerning t r e n d s  i n  many churches  



today which he f e e l s  are  ve ry  d i s t u r b i n g ,  We 
would a l l ,  I am s u r e ,  s h a r e  w i th  him h i s  deep con- Oux f e e l i n g s  are s u r e l y  w i th  our  l a y  people ,  
c e r n  and s t r o n g  disappointment wi th  those trends because t h e  world they l i v e  i n  i s  n o t  an easy place 
which a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t i n g  l a r g e  segments of t h e  f o r  Christians. That is  doubly rrue in t h e  case of 
Lutheran Church, The s p i r i t  of t h e  world has  un- t hose  who have as  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  f a l s e  
f o r t u n a t e l y  rubbed of f  on t h e  v i s i b l e  church,  and t e a c h e r s  who do no t  accep t  t h e  Word of God a s  H i s  
i s  a l s o  a  cons t an t  t h r e a t  and danger t o  s i n c e r e ,  i n s p i r e d  Word, who deny t h e  Mosaic au tho r sh ip  of 
I ~ e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  who s t r o n g l y  d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  books of t h e  Bib le  even though 
the t r u t h  of Cod as i t  i s  revea led  i n  t h e  Holy bo th  t h e  Old and New Testaments c l e a r l y  a t t e s t  
S c r i p t u r e s ,  A l l  about us  ws s e e  t h e  pervading t o  i t ,  who deny t h e  I s a i a n i c  au tho r sh ip  of the 
it-~flaxencte of many " i s m s "  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  t h e  Chris-  Book of I s a i a h ,  who deny t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h e  
tian f a i t h :  Secular ism,  Humanism, Rat iona l i sm,  c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  fall, the  f l o o d ,  and many o t h e r  
kgncs t i c i sm ,  Atheism, Skept ic i sm,  Cynicism, even t s  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  Bible as h i s t o r y ,  who deny 
Katez:ialisn, Re la t iv i sm,  Natural ism,  and s o  f o r t h *  miracles in both  the  Old Testament and t h e  New, 
Our h e a r t s  t r u l y  go ou t  t o  t h e  p i o , ;  - z n r i s t i a n s  inciudfr ig  t h e  V3-rgin B i r t h  of J e s u s ,  H i s  Resur- 
in whatever denomination t h e y  may v .a tward iy  f i n d  r e c t i o n  from t h z  Dead, and H i s  Ascension i n t o  
themselves ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when those who ought t o  Heaven, who deny our own bod i ly  r e s u r r e c t i o n  on 
be  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  themselves do n o t  be- t h e  l a s t  day, and s o  f o r t h .  
l i e v e  what t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  say,  and i n  some cases 
are "b l ind  l e a d e r s  of t h e  b l i n d , "  bu t  a t  wors t  a r e  A ve ry  sobe r ing  p i c t u r e  of t h e  p l i g h t  of people  
even d e l i b e r a t e l y  mis lead ing  them. One shudders  today i s  pa in t ed  i n  t h e  t w o  opening paragraphs of 
when one t h i n k s  of t h e  denunc i a t i ons  t h a t  our  t h e  l a s t  chap t e r  of an e x c e l l e n t  book w r i t t e n  by 
Savior  spoke o u t  a g a i n s t  such,  In  Matthew chap t e r  our  honored l e c t u r e r ,  D r ,  Herman. Preus .  That 
23 ,  H e  d e v a s t a t i n g l y  rebuked t h e  s cx ibes  and book, a v a i l a b l e  i n  our  Lutheran Synod Book S t o r e ,  
P h a r i s e e s ,  l a b e l i n g  them as "hypocr i tes .  " It i s  i s  e n t i t l e d  A THEOLOGY TO LIVE BY. I n  t h a t  book 
most sober ing  t o  read  t h a t  chap t e r .  I n  Matthew 7 ,  he  draws on t h e  vol~..xminous w r i t i n g s  of D r ,  Mart in  
verses 15-23, Me condemned f a l s e  p rophe t s ,  c a l l i n g  Lu the r ,  and a p p l i e s  them ve ry  w e l l  t o  t h e  l i f e  of 
them ' k ~ o l v e s  i n  s h e e p ' s  c l .o th ingeW The l a s t  t h m e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  The l a s t  chap t e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  
verses, 21-23, ought t o  make every preacher  of "Immortal i ty  and Resur rec t ion ."  Permit m e  to  q u o t e  
God's Word s i t  up and  t h i n k ,  There J e s u s  po in t -  t h e  t w o  opening paragraphs sf t h a t  chapter .  M i l e  
ed ly  states: " ~ o t  everyone who says  t o  me, 'Lord ,  w e  wish i t  were n o t  so ,  w e  s h a l l  have t o  admit 
~ o r d , '  w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  kingdom of heaven, b u t  on ly  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  ve ry  much a s  t h e  au tho r  
he  who does t h e  w i l l  of my Fa the r  who i s  i n  heaven. p i c t u r e s  it, 
Nany w i l l  s ay  t o  me on t h a t  day (Judgment Day), 
' ~ o r d ,  Lord, d i d  w e  no t  prophesy i n  your name, "\%at a s t r a n g e  world we l i v e  i n %  He who made 
and i n  your name d r i v e  ou t  demons and perform heaven and e a r t h  and c r e a t e d  man i n  H i s  image 
many m i r a c l e s ? '  Then I w i l l  t e l l  them p l a i n l y ,  o n t i n u e s  t o  l e t  t h e  sun s h i n e  and t h e  r a i n  f a l l  
'I never  knew you. Away from m e ,  you ev i ldoers . " '  nd t h e  e a r t h  p rov ide  food and c l o t h i n g  enough f o r  
(New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Vers ion . )  11 H i s  c r e a t u r e s .  H e  o f f e r s  l i f e  and l ove ,  peace 
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today which he f e e l s  are  ve ry  d i s t u r b i n g ,  We 
would a l l ,  I am s u r e ,  s h a r e  w i th  him h i s  deep con- Oux f e e l i n g s  are s u r e l y  w i th  our  l a y  people ,  
c e r n  and s t r o n g  disappointment wi th  those trends because t h e  world they l i v e  i n  i s  n o t  an easy place 
which a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t i n g  l a r g e  segments of t h e  f o r  Christians. That is  doubly rrue in t h e  case of 
Lutheran Church, The s p i r i t  of t h e  world has  un- t hose  who have as  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  f a l s e  
f o r t u n a t e l y  rubbed of f  on t h e  v i s i b l e  church,  and t e a c h e r s  who do no t  accep t  t h e  Word of God a s  H i s  
i s  a l s o  a  cons t an t  t h r e a t  and danger t o  s i n c e r e ,  i n s p i r e d  Word, who deny t h e  Mosaic au tho r sh ip  of 
I ~ e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  who s t r o n g l y  d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  books of t h e  Bib le  even though 
the t r u t h  of Cod as i t  i s  revea led  i n  t h e  Holy bo th  t h e  Old and New Testaments c l e a r l y  a t t e s t  
S c r i p t u r e s ,  A l l  about us  ws s e e  t h e  pervading t o  i t ,  who deny t h e  I s a i a n i c  au tho r sh ip  of the 
it-~flaxencte of many " i s m s "  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  t h e  Chris-  Book of I s a i a h ,  who deny t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h e  
tian f a i t h :  Secular ism,  Humanism, Rat iona l i sm,  c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  fall, the  f l o o d ,  and many o t h e r  
kgncs t i c i sm ,  Atheism, Skept ic i sm,  Cynicism, even t s  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  Bible as h i s t o r y ,  who deny 
Katez:ialisn, Re la t iv i sm,  Natural ism,  and s o  f o r t h *  miracles in both  the  Old Testament and t h e  New, 
Our h e a r t s  t r u l y  go ou t  t o  t h e  p i o , ;  - z n r i s t i a n s  inciudfr ig  t h e  V3-rgin B i r t h  of J e s u s ,  H i s  Resur- 
in whatever denomination t h e y  may v .a tward iy  f i n d  r e c t i o n  from t h z  Dead, and H i s  Ascension i n t o  
themselves ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when those who ought t o  Heaven, who deny our own bod i ly  r e s u r r e c t i o n  on 
be  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  themselves do n o t  be- t h e  l a s t  day, and s o  f o r t h .  
l i e v e  what t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  say,  and i n  some cases 
are "b l ind  l e a d e r s  of t h e  b l i n d , "  bu t  a t  wors t  a r e  A ve ry  sobe r ing  p i c t u r e  of t h e  p l i g h t  of people  
even d e l i b e r a t e l y  mis lead ing  them. One shudders  today i s  pa in t ed  i n  t h e  t w o  opening paragraphs of 
when one t h i n k s  of t h e  denunc i a t i ons  t h a t  our  t h e  l a s t  chap t e r  of an e x c e l l e n t  book w r i t t e n  by 
Savior  spoke o u t  a g a i n s t  such,  In  Matthew chap t e r  our  honored l e c t u r e r ,  D r ,  Herman. Preus .  That 
23 ,  H e  d e v a s t a t i n g l y  rebuked t h e  s cx ibes  and book, a v a i l a b l e  i n  our  Lutheran Synod Book S t o r e ,  
P h a r i s e e s ,  l a b e l i n g  them as "hypocr i tes .  " It i s  i s  e n t i t l e d  A THEOLOGY TO LIVE BY. I n  t h a t  book 
most sober ing  t o  read  t h a t  chap t e r .  I n  Matthew 7 ,  he  draws on t h e  vol~..xminous w r i t i n g s  of D r ,  Mart in  
verses 15-23, Me condemned f a l s e  p rophe t s ,  c a l l i n g  Lu the r ,  and a p p l i e s  them ve ry  w e l l  t o  t h e  l i f e  of 
them ' k ~ o l v e s  i n  s h e e p ' s  c l .o th ingeW The l a s t  t h m e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  The l a s t  chap t e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  
verses, 21-23, ought t o  make every preacher  of "Immortal i ty  and Resur rec t ion ."  Permit m e  to  q u o t e  
God's Word s i t  up and  t h i n k ,  There J e s u s  po in t -  t h e  t w o  opening paragraphs sf t h a t  chapter .  M i l e  
ed ly  states: " ~ o t  everyone who says  t o  me, 'Lord ,  w e  wish i t  were n o t  so ,  w e  s h a l l  have t o  admit 
~ o r d , '  w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  kingdom of heaven, b u t  on ly  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  ve ry  much a s  t h e  au tho r  
he  who does t h e  w i l l  of my Fa the r  who i s  i n  heaven. p i c t u r e s  it, 
Nany w i l l  s ay  t o  me on t h a t  day (Judgment Day), 
' ~ o r d ,  Lord, d i d  w e  no t  prophesy i n  your name, "\%at a s t r a n g e  world we l i v e  i n %  He who made 
and i n  your name d r i v e  ou t  demons and perform heaven and e a r t h  and c r e a t e d  man i n  H i s  image 
many m i r a c l e s ? '  Then I w i l l  t e l l  them p l a i n l y ,  o n t i n u e s  t o  l e t  t h e  sun s h i n e  and t h e  r a i n  f a l l  
'I never  knew you. Away from m e ,  you ev i ldoers . " '  nd t h e  e a r t h  p rov ide  food and c l o t h i n g  enough f o r  
(New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Vers ion . )  11 H i s  c r e a t u r e s .  H e  o f f e r s  l i f e  and l ove ,  peace 
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than  l i f e ,  darkness  r a t h e r  than  l i g h t ,  And t h e r e  
i s  t h e  smel l  of dea th  a l l  around u s .  It Is l i k e  
t h e  world a t  t h e  end of t h e  T h i r t y  YearsP War, 
The ve ry  a i r  they  brea thed  reeked w i th  t h e  s t e n c h  
of d i s e a s e ,  bloodshed, and dea th .  Now we f i n d  
o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  gene ra t i on  whose moral s ense  has  
been d u l l e d ,  whose hope f o r  a world of peace and 
j u s t i c e  has  been snuf fed  o u t ,  whose reverence  f o r  
l i f e  ha s  been k i l l e d ,  Here i s  a  gene ra t i on  
brought  up on two world wars and an end l e s s  
ongoing s l a u g h t e r  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  world,  
a gene re t i on  b r ea th ing  an a i r  s o  p o l l u t e d  t h a t  
shz password has  become ' s u r v i v a l , '  a  gene ra t i on  
;a dehumanized by technocracy t h a t  man has  become 
a s l a v e  t o  h i s  own inven t ivenes s .  The language 
of t h e  media of communication i s  t h e  langzage of 
v i o l e n c e ,  t regedy ,  r e v o l u t i o n ,  d e a t h ,  Univers i -  
t i e s  o f f e r  seminars  on dea th ,  

"The church t oo  seems t o  be c a t c h i n g  t h e  plague.  
During t h e  Pas s ion  season we fo l l ow  t h e  Lord in -  
d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  Je rusa lem,  Me sco f f  a t  t h e  d i s -  
c i p l e s  who ' f o r sook  H i m  and f l e d , '  But we our- 
s e l v e s  seem t o  g e t  bogged down on Holy Saturday.  
W e  never  seem t o  r each  t h e  empty tomb t o  h e a r  
t h e  ange l  s ay ,  ' H e  i s  r i s e n , '  We c r eak  o u t  of 
Je rusa lem wi th  t h e  two weary d i s c i p l e s  on t h e  
road t o  Emmaus* But we appear  t o  have l e f t  them 
b e f o r e - t h e  -S t ranger  jo ined  them. And s o  our  
h e a r t s  never  burn l i k e  t h e i r s ,  We look  around 
i n  t h e  church f o r  s i g n s  of awakening and l i f e .  
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR explodes  on Broadway and 
J e s u s  People  t e l l  u s ,  'Th is  i s  i t *  C h r i s t  i s  
break ing  down t h e  b a r r i e r s . '  But t h e  c u r t a i n  goes 
down and H e  is  s t i l l  i n  t h e  grave.  A l e a d i n g  
church p e r i o d i c a l  p u t s  ou t  an E a s t e r  i s s u e ,  and 
t h e  l e a d  a r t i c l e  by a  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s o r  pro- 
c la ims  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e  t o  new l i f e  i n  
t h e  church is t h e  n a i v e  i d e a  of C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  

J e s u s  a c t u a l l y  rase  from the grave  i n  the  f l e s h .  
Death, n o t  L i f s ,  i s  t he  theme song t h a t  i s  dinned 
i n t o  our  ears by t h e  world and t o o  o f t e n  by ehe 
churches ."  (pp. 1 7 4 ,  17.5,) 

We have a l l  heard  about t h e  '%GO I S  DEAD" 
tlrteo2ogy., I n d i r e c t l y  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  theology i s  
be ing  proclaimed from many p u l p i t s  i n  so-ca l led  
Chr i s t i an  churches  today,  We need tej hea r  and 
puocl.airn from t h e  roo f tops  t h e  's.xuc, theo logy :  
"GOD I S  ALIVE: JESUS ROSE FRGM TIlE I ) E , ~ I  " Ti.7i.. 

need to confess, as we s i n g  i n  the  opening szanza 
of the bkmc ifui t,vm-rr by Samuel 3Jedley, No, 220 
in TRZ I,l:7";? FtR,'Li< *;;y{>";L44L : 

; I  -r 
3 k t -  c1, t l : ~ r _  :-,v Redeemer l i v e s ;  
, r i i ; z i  J', ' O  i. ,!:is sweet sen t ence  g ive s :  

* * 9e l i v g s ,  tLz P ~ ~ s e s ,  who once was dead; 
I I 

H e  l i v e s ,  my eve r - l i v ing  Bead. 

There a r e  s o  many important  obse rva t i ons  and 
s t a t emen t s  mads by c u r  speaker i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
t h a t  I s h a l l  be very select ive and focus  on on ly  a 
few, 1 am s u r e  t h a t  my f e l l ow- reac to r s  and o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  audience w i l l  r e a c t  t o  those t h a t  1 omit 
and probably a l s o  t o  t h e  f e w  t h a t  I have s e l e c t e d  
a s  w e l l  as t o  some of my r e a c t i o n s ,  

That formerly conse rva t i ve  p u b l i s h i n g  houses 
a r e  i s s u i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  deny t h e  d e i t y  and 
i n c a r n a t i o n  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  and o t h e r  clear Bib- 
l i c a l  t e ach ings  i s  dep lo rab l e .  We s u r e l y  share 
our  l e c t u r e r P  s deep concern over  t h a t ,  It i s  
a l s o  v e r y  r e g r e t t a b l e  that t h e  language i n  new 
hymnals has  been watered do-m s o  a s  t o  weaken 
t h e  c l e a r  con fe s s ions  i n  e a r l i e r  hymnals, Simi- 
l a r l y  i t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  on t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n  
p a s t o r s  w i n  change t h e  r u b r i c  "Let us  confess  our  
ho ly  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h "  t o  something l i k e  "Let u s  



than  l i f e ,  darkness  r a t h e r  than  l i g h t ,  And t h e r e  
i s  t h e  smel l  of dea th  a l l  around u s .  It Is l i k e  
t h e  world a t  t h e  end of t h e  T h i r t y  YearsP War, 
The ve ry  a i r  they  brea thed  reeked w i th  t h e  s t e n c h  
of d i s e a s e ,  bloodshed, and dea th .  Now we f i n d  
o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  gene ra t i on  whose moral s ense  has  
been d u l l e d ,  whose hope f o r  a world of peace and 
j u s t i c e  has  been snuf fed  o u t ,  whose reverence  f o r  
l i f e  ha s  been k i l l e d ,  Here i s  a  gene ra t i on  
brought  up on two world wars and an end l e s s  
ongoing s l a u g h t e r  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  world,  
a gene re t i on  b r ea th ing  an a i r  s o  p o l l u t e d  t h a t  
shz password has  become ' s u r v i v a l , '  a  gene ra t i on  
;a dehumanized by technocracy t h a t  man has  become 
a s l a v e  t o  h i s  own inven t ivenes s .  The language 
of t h e  media of communication i s  t h e  langzage of 
v i o l e n c e ,  t regedy ,  r e v o l u t i o n ,  d e a t h ,  Univers i -  
t i e s  o f f e r  seminars  on dea th ,  

"The church t oo  seems t o  be c a t c h i n g  t h e  plague.  
During t h e  Pas s ion  season we fo l l ow  t h e  Lord in -  
d i f f e r e n t l y  t o  Je rusa lem,  Me sco f f  a t  t h e  d i s -  
c i p l e s  who ' f o r sook  H i m  and f l e d , '  But we our- 
s e l v e s  seem t o  g e t  bogged down on Holy Saturday.  
W e  never  seem t o  r each  t h e  empty tomb t o  h e a r  
t h e  ange l  s ay ,  ' H e  i s  r i s e n , '  We c r eak  o u t  of 
Je rusa lem wi th  t h e  two weary d i s c i p l e s  on t h e  
road t o  Emmaus* But we appear  t o  have l e f t  them 
b e f o r e - t h e  -S t ranger  jo ined  them. And s o  our  
h e a r t s  never  burn l i k e  t h e i r s ,  We look  around 
i n  t h e  church f o r  s i g n s  of awakening and l i f e .  
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR explodes  on Broadway and 
J e s u s  People  t e l l  u s ,  'Th is  i s  i t *  C h r i s t  i s  
break ing  down t h e  b a r r i e r s . '  But t h e  c u r t a i n  goes 
down and H e  is  s t i l l  i n  t h e  grave.  A l e a d i n g  
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; I  -r 
3 k t -  c1, t l : ~ r _  :-,v Redeemer l i v e s ;  
, r i i ; z i  J', ' O  i. ,!:is sweet sen t ence  g ive s :  

* * 9e l i v g s ,  tLz P ~ ~ s e s ,  who once was dead; 
I I 

H e  l i v e s ,  my eve r - l i v ing  Bead. 
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t h a t  I s h a l l  be very select ive and focus  on on ly  a 
few, 1 am s u r e  t h a t  my f e l l ow- reac to r s  and o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  audience w i l l  r e a c t  t o  those t h a t  1 omit 
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make a statement of our f a i t h , f '  o r  " ~ e t  us declare 
our  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h , "  as D r ,  Preus also mentioned, 

Laymen as well as clergymen ought to d' a S C U S S  

seriously and t a k e  action against any f a l s e  teach- 
ing that is spread in the midst of the people, A 
number of such f a l s e  teachings  have been mentioned 
by the  speaker today,  including a denial.  of t h e  
d i v i n e  character of the Bible ,  of the V i r q i n  Birth 
sf J e s u s ,  and of miracles, whether in t h e  O l d  
r U P  I-  i,a=-,amelat o r  in the Hew Testament, 1 would under-  - # Lxne 3re P r e u s '  plea for the laymen to rise up ir, 

protest against pasrars and p r o f e s s o r s  who mlslead 
the?:; and there are  many s u c h  instances in t h e  
zhurch today, bc th  ins ide  an6 o g & s i  2~ tlie Lutheran 
Church, 

One ques t ion  t h a t  Dr, Px-eus raises Is a very 
serious one t h a t  laymen 2nd clergymen a l i k e  ought 
to cons ider  soberly, because i t  is p e r t i n e n t  t o  
m o s t  church bodies today, i n  sharp  c o n t r a s t  t o  
cond i t i ons  a generation o r  more ago,  Today every- 
one knows that divorce is a very  common t h i n g ,  
With every year that passes i t  seems as i f  t h e  
number of marriages t h a t  end i n  d i v o r c e  i s  rising, 
In every case it is u n f o r t u n a t e ,  whether t h e  fault 
lies largely with one of t h e  d i v o r c e d  p e ~ p l e  o r  
equa l ly  w i t h  b o t h ,  But i t  r e a l l y  becomes a v e r y  
serious matter when a p a s t o r  i s  d ivorced*  Dr, 
P ~ e u s  f r ank ly  and corree t l y  states : "I look  
srormd t h e  Lutheran Church and see much theolog-  
i c a l  confusiono 1 wonder why divorced p a s t o r s  
are permi t ted  t o  continue as  shepherds  of the 
f l ock . "  (Para. 44 )  There is a clear Scripture 
passage that- speaks to t h i s  i s s u e .  Paul  tells 
Timothy, and a l s o  u s :  "NOW a p a s t o r  must be 
b lameless ,  the  husband of one w i f e ,  no t  d r i n k i n g  
t oo  much wine, a man of  good judgment and f i n e  
behavior ,  kind t o  g u e s t s ,  a b l e  t o  teach, no 

drunkard, no t  v i o l e n t  b u t  g e n t l e ,  no t  quarrelsome,  
no t  one who loves  money, H e  should manage h i s  o m  
fami ly  we l l  and have h i s  c h i l d r e n  obey him a s  he 
t r e a t s  them ve ry  s e r i o u s l y .  I f  anyone doesn ' t  
know how t o  manage h i s  own fami ly ,  how can he t a k e  
c a r e  of God's church?" ( 1  Timothy 3:2-5, i n  
~ e c k ' s  AH AMERICAM TMSUTION) 

One part of D r ,  P r e u s B  p r e s e n t a t i o n  that I 
apprec i a t ed  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w a s  t h e  sec t ion  on t h e  
everyday life of the C h r i s t i a n .  A statement t h a t  
was b r i e f  and to t h e  p o i n t ,  but f u l l  of meaning, 
w a s  : "The Ghriszian h a s  a unique l i f e - s t y l e .  '' 
k t P  s g ive  tbac :;g;.!Re though%& How t r u e  i s  i t  i n  
your case? Mjiiei Perhaps it can. g i v e  a P P  of us 
some u ~ e a s y  ~~::~. :~qts  tA:1iel;i we examine our  own livese 
Y e t  it ought t o  be t r u e ,  J e sus  speaks of H i s  be- 
l ievers  as "the s a l t o f  t h e  e a r t h  and t h e  l i g h t  
of the  world,"  Matt ,  T:14,16, In  h i s  a fore-  
mentioned book, A THEOLOGY TO LIVE BY, D r ,  P r e u s  
g i v e s  cons ide rab l e  emphasis t o  t h i s  important  
sub j ec t .  I n  Gkapfer 7 ,  e n t i t l e d  " ~ i g h t e o u s  b u t  
S t i l l  a Sinner , '>e describes t h e  pa radox ica l  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  which a b e l i e v e r  f i n d s  h imse l f ,  and 
t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  every c h i l d  of God ex- 
pe r i ences ,  being a s i n n e r  from h i s  b i r t h  and 
committing s in s  d a i l y ,  y e t  s t r i v i n g  by the graze  
and h e l p  of God t o  l i v e  a Cod-pleasing life, The 
au tho r  draws l a r g e l y  from Romans, chapter 3, i n  
which Paul  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  own s i t u a t i o n ,   the^, 
i n  the l a s t  of t h e  t h r e e  major s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
book, e n t i t l e d   he C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  -- Its Dynamic 
and Destiny, ' '  D r ,  P reus  devotes  over  s i x t y  pages 
t o  t h e  foblowing t h r e e  s u b j e c t s :  "The L i f e  W e  
Live -- Under t h e  Cross ,"  "The L i f e  W e  Receive -- 

h e  Means of Grace," and " I m o r t a l i t y  and Resur- 
e c t i o n , "  from which we have a l r e a d y  quoted t h e  

two opening paragraphs.  
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I n  bo th  t h e  book and t h i s  second l e c t u r e  
D r ,  Preus  g i v e s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Means of Grace: 
t h e  Gospel and t h e  Sacraments of Baptism and t h e  
~ o r d ' s  Supper. That i s  very  impor tan t .  One of  
t h e  t e ach ings  t h a t  sha rp ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t r u e  
Lutheranism from o t h e r  P r o t e s t a n t  r e l i g i o n s  i s  
t h e  emphasis on t h e  Sacraments a s  Means of Grace, 
I f  we arc  t o  con t inue  a s  s p i r i t u a l  h e i r s  of 
Mar t in  Luther  and t r u e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  Reformation, 
w e ,  l i k e  Luther ,  must go back t o  our Baptism f o r  
a s su rance  of l i f e  and fo rg ivenes s ,  a s  our  l e c t u r e r  
pu t  i t e  Unlike t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  Church, we have 
no s p e c i a l  Sacrament of Penance. W e  don ' t  need i t ,  
f o r  we have our  Baptism, A s  my co l l eague  P ro f .  
Glenn E. Reichwald s t a t e d  i n  a  conference paper  
a  y e a r  ago l a s t  January ,  "Lutherans must n o t  on ly  
s ay ,  ' I  was b a p t i z e d , '  bu t  they  must a l s o  s ay ,  
' I  am bap t i zed . '  Luther  never  thought  of h i s  
Baptism i n  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  on ly ,  bu t  he  saw con- 
t i n u e d  b l e s s ing . "  (THE LUTHERAN SYNOD QUARTERLY, 
V s l ,  XVII, No, 2 ,  Winter 1976-77, pp. 4 5 , 4 6 )  We 
t h e r e f o r e  do n o t  r e -bap t i ze  u n l e s s  t h e  f i r s t  
bapt ism was n o t  i n  t h e  name of t h e  Tr iune  God o r  
was o the rwi se  no t  v a l i d .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, we do u s e  t h e  Sacrament of 
t h e  A l t a r  r epea t ed ly .  J e s u s  commanded H i s  d i s -  
c i p l e s ,  and by c l e a r  i n f e r e n c e ,  a l l  o t h e r  be l i ev -  
ers, t o  p a r t a k e  of H i s  body and blood n o t  on ly  
once,  o r  even once i n  a  wh i l e ,  bu t  "of ten ,"  W e  
are  t h e r e f o r e  i n v i t e d  and urged t o  do s o ,  How- 
eve r ,  we must a l s o  keep i n  mind t h e  words of 
S t ,  Pau l  u rg ing  u s  t o  examine ou r se lve s  c a r e f u l l y  
s o  t h a t  we do no t  e a t  and d r i n k  damnation t o  our- 
s e l v e s ,  f o r  i t  i s  H i s  v e ry  body and blood and 
n o t  a  mere snack of bread and wine t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e  
i n  t h e  Sacrament. When w e  wor th i l y  r e c e i v e  H i s  
sacrament a s  i t  i s  p rope r ly  admin i s t e r ed ,  w e  re -  
c e i v e  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  b e n e f i t ,  We must,  of cou r se ,  

remember t h a t  wor th iness  i s  no t  t h e  same a s  s i n -  
l e s s n e s s ,  bu t  c o n s i s t s  of a  t r u e  repentance  over 
our  s i n  and t r u e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  word of promise.  
For examining o u r s e l v e s ,  t h e  Great  Reformer has  
given us  a good gu ide  i n  h i s  Twenty C h r i s t i a n  
Quest ions  

Some of t h e  t a s k s  of laymen a r e  ve ry  formidable  
when t h e r e  is a l a c k  of p roper  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  
c l e r g y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  d o c t r i n a l  m a t t e r s ,  Our 
e s s a y i s t  expresses  t h a t  very  w e l l  i n  Paragraph 68,  
which prov ides  food f o r  s e r i o u s  thought ,  

A l l  o f  zs present here today ought t~ appre-  
c i a t e  t h e  h i g h  g o a l s  t h a t  our  speaker  ha s  s e t  f o r  
lay-men. Nczle i' GL; should underes t imate  t h e  po- 
t e n t i a l  t h a t  w e  have i n  a group of  ded i ca t ed  
Chr is t ian  lay  people .  Decades ago,  b e f o r e  count- 
l e s s  magazines f looded t h e  market ,  b e f o r e  T V and 
even r a d i o ,  consecra ted  Chr i s t i an  laymen and women 
would devote  cons ide rab l e  t i m e  t o  s t udy ing  t h e i r  
B ib l e ,  hymn book, and even t h e  Bsok s f  Concord. 
There were t hose  among t h e  l a i t y  who d i d  h o w  t h e  
i s s u e s ,  and could d i s c u s s  them even though they  
may have been r e l u c t a n t  t o  speak p u b l i c l y .  If i t  
w a s  impor tan t  then, shouldn3k  i t  be  i-mportank 
now? Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t h e r e  appears  to be an upsurge 
i n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Confessions now as  we are ob- 
serving t h e  Quadr icen tennia l  of tha t  mon~~.menta% 
work, THE BOOK OF CONCOR;3, The o f f i c i a l  publics- 
$ ions  s f  t h e  many Lutheran church bodies  from 
t ime t o  t ime have p r e sen t ed  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  
w i th  t h e  background, h i s t o r y ,  and b a s i c  d o c t r i n e s  
of p o r t i o n s  of THE BOOK OF CONCOW, I n  our  own 
midst  P r o f ,  B ,  W, Teigen h a s  s o  f a r  w r i t t e n  t h r e e  
s t udy  gu ides  on p o r t i o n s  of THE BOOK OF CONCORD. 
These a r e  be ing  used e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  congrega t ions  
of our  Evange l ica l  Lutheran Synod. Books by 
D r .  N e  S O  Tje rnage l ,  D r .  Robert  P r eus ,  D r ,  David 
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V s l ,  XVII, No, 2 ,  Winter 1976-77, pp. 4 5 , 4 6 )  We 
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c i a t e  t h e  h i g h  g o a l s  t h a t  our  speaker  ha s  s e t  f o r  
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work, THE BOOK OF CONCOR;3, The o f f i c i a l  publics- 
$ ions  s f  t h e  many Lutheran church bodies  from 
t ime t o  t ime have p r e sen t ed  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  
w i th  t h e  background, h i s t o r y ,  and b a s i c  d o c t r i n e s  
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These a r e  be ing  used e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  congrega t ions  
of our  Evange l ica l  Lutheran Synod. Books by 
D r .  N e  S O  Tje rnage l ,  D r .  Robert  P r eus ,  D r ,  David 



Scaer ,  and D r .  Eugene Klug, a l l  of whom have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p rev ious  Reformation l e c t u r e s ,  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  our  Lutheran Synod Book S to re .  

We a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  what D r .  P reus  has  s a i d  
today r ega rd ing  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  Confessions t o  
a  C h r i s t i a n .  We need t o  be anchored i n  t h e  
s o l i d  ground of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and t h e  Confes- 
s i o n s  a r e  a  g r e a t  he lp  t o  us  i n  s t udy ing  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e s  and becoming more soundly i n d o c t r i n a t e d .  
Our speaker  has  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  manner summarized 
t h e  v a l u e  of  t h e  Lutheran Confessions f o r  one who 
would be a  t r u e  Lutheran C h r i s t i a n .  We r e f e r  spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  t o  Paragraph 78 of h i s  second l e c t u r e ,  

It i s  ve ry  important  t h a t  we s t and  f o r  some- 
t h i n g ,  and do no t  cave i n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  of union- 
i s m  and ecumenism t h a t  i s  a l l  around us .  J u s t  
t h i s  p a s t  week t h e  newspapers c a r r i e d  a  r e p o r t  
of s e r i o u s  thoughts  of a union between a  branch 
of t h e  Lutheran Church i n  t h i s  count ry  and t h e  
Roman Ca tho l i c  Church. This  ha s  t h e  suppor t  of 
some laymen a s  w e l l  a s  clergymen, accord ing  t o  
c e r t a i n  q u o t a t i o n s  i n  t hose  r e p o r t s .  Has t h e  
Roman Ca tho l i c  Church depar ted  from t h e  p o s i t i o n  
i t  took a t  t h e  Council  of Tren t  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  
dea th  of Mart in  Luther?  No doubt i n  e x t e r n a l  
m a t t e r s  i t  has  made changes,  some of them f a i r l y  
s u b s t a n t i a l ;  bu t  ha s  i t  changed i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
d o c t r i n e s ?  We would s ay  "NO." There remains 
t hen  on ly  one p o s s i b i l i t y  i f  such a  merger i s  
eve r  t o  be  e f f e c t e d :  t h a t  t h e  Lutheran Church 
which contemplates  such a  merger make t h e  change, 
and e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  f o l d  of t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
Church. And what does t h a t  mean? It means, 
f o r  t h a t  Lutheran denomination, t h a t  t h e  work 
of t h e  Reformation i n  i ts  d o c t r i n a l  a s p e c t  i s  
undone, and t h a t  t h e  church is back where i t  was 
over  460 yea r  ago, excep t  f o r  t h e  improvement 

t h a t  has  been made i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Pope 

and a few o t h e r  non-doc t r ina l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  

Such a r e c e n t  movement ought t o  have a sober ing  
i n f l u e n c e  on a l l  who would be  t r u e  Lut5erans .  As 

Lutherans,  w e  want to be ecumenical i n  t h e  good 
s ense ,  f o r  t h e  Gospel i s  f o r  all people .  But we 
d a r e  never  compromise the t e ach ings  of t h e  Bible. 
To do so would b e  to i gno re  the warning of God i n  
Deut. 4:2 and 1 2 ~ 1 2  and i n  Rev. 22:18,19. And i f  
we would c la im t o  maintain our  own t e ach ings  arid 
y e t  outwardly d e c l z r e  t o  be i n  d o c t r i n a l  fellow- 
s h i p  with t h o s e  ~ h o  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  oppose t h o s e  
tenchif is:. ,  we would be d i shones t  and h y p o c r i t i c a l .  
Wit:j.tliL ld.:.; quatations from Luther, we can be s u r e  
a f bTi > A  I &I- ,-out4 say  %;I t h a t  regard .  

It has happened be fo re ,  a s  our  speaker  c l e a r l y  
has  shown us ,  t h a t  a t  a t i m e  when t h e  c l e r g y  
proved t o  be weak, the laity was s t r o n g ,  and 
a s s e r t e d  i t s e l f .  It i s  a f a c t  t h a t  i n  any church 
body, when e r r o r  enters ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  f i r s t  
through t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  faculty, then through t h e  
c l e r g y  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  m i n i s t r y ,  and f i n a l l y  i t  
moues t o  t h e  laity. We have seen i t  i n  our  own 
l i f e t i m e .  Le t  t h e  l a y  people ,  t hen ,  on t h e  basis 
of the s u r e  Word of God, no t  h e s i t a t e  t o  assert 
themselves when t r u e  d o c t r i n e  is  a t  stake> For, 
a s  Luther  a s s e r t e d ,  a  layman wi th  h i s  B i b i ~  i s  
much s t r o n g e r  than  t h e  Pope without  i t .  I feel 
t h a t  B r ,  PL-eus has  l e d  u s  t o  t h e  same conc lus ion .  
For t h a t ,  a s  w e l l  as whatever e l s e  he  h a s  said 
t o  h e l p  u s ,  we a r e  indebted  t o  him, and thank him. 
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conta ined  a number c:.f synopses of l e c t u r e s  de- 
l i v e r e d  f o r  t h e  University's so-ca l led  "unique 

React ion t o  Lec ture  I1 - D r .  Mil ton Zagel course , "  "The World Today," One of  these synopses 
d i s t r e s s e d  m e  deep ly .  Speaking on t h e  subject, - - 
"An Eth ics"  f o r  Today," Professon. E v e r e t t  l3al.l 

MOW THE UNIVERSAL PRIESTHOOD I S  TO DEAL sugges ted  t h e  postulate: "Anything f r e e l y  chosen 

WITH THE E@CLESIASTP@AE PITFALLS OF THE BRESENT by an i n d i v i d u a l  is, by t h e  f a c t  of being f r e e l y  
chosen, good, and . . . any such good i s  equa l  
t o  any other," 

I n  my former comments, wh i l e  enumerating an 
assortn~ent of "abschlPeckeade B e i s p i e l e "  (perturb- 1 assumed at the time -- ~xistentialism*~ was 
i n g  exzmples) of former derilections, m2sapp-j-e- s t i l l  very  in r_liis country -- t h a t  L t  wx j u s t  
? ~ E s ~ o ' s ,  and weaknesses, which were allowed ,z_lnather c f  z h ~ ~ p  &z;-rations t i ~ z t  erne euacs3in%ers 
st;.?-d i n  the way  of t h e  C h ~ i r c h ' s  xi~xber-one 

P ~3eixtpLorred, i i p  ~i~; ; l  t h e  
man i f e s~ -a t ion  of s p i r i t u a l  Itfe on t h ~  f i t 3 2 i 0 f i ' s  

secular campuses, t h a t  things 52.7~ cljar-i,p_rj: dras- 
tically in r e c e n t  years -- and n a t  only on cam- 
puses .  Something new has  been zddeb,  and it has 
t o  be taken i n t o  account .  The emphasis has 
s h i f t e d  from "The fool bath sa id  in h i s  h e a r t ,  
t h e r e  Is no God" (Ps, 1 4 ,  Pj t o  ". . . whose God 
i s  t h e i r  b e l l y ,  . . . '' ( P h i l ,  3, 991, There  have 
been two developments: 

f rcc41;err i l y  arn-~i-~~ <, zp5-;ii-,;all.y mooringloss i n t e i -  
7-p- - :7 : - a ;  :L '1 '.at. F t > r ~ u 2 r l  fade away quickly. 
1 '" - * 
V ;  : I;? L :-n:-:~.: - ._ thilj t;gi;le, bu t  have observed 

P c.': p" "3b & ' :- - k t ,  
L I  - 2t q i f  a prestigious school 

c,; ,.,-s :-; w. t i 2  3 net, g :  l ~ ~ i i ~ i - ~ i ~  t h e  s l u i ce  gates of 
F:-- tooisln acraes CIIL" 25xnelry inqediately open 
wide. Nobody wants i o  b e  Lcvnd wanting. T could 
have taken Ear g-can-tred ;>en, 33 1 should now, 
chat by the t iae  Tgwa g -  - *A - ; i ic academis system 
had already been. 2 e r n e z i e i  r.-;z!; i'~, and soon the 
general public would acicpt :-I:. 

1, The authority of S c r i p t u r e  ha s  been d i s -  
c r e d i t e d  and r u l e d  ou t  a s  never  b e f o r e  by t h e  9~Wand-jm House D-jc&-jonauy def inss  e t h i c s  2:s 
n a r c i s s i s t i c  me-generation, f o k ~ ~ w s  : " E t h i c s  cons t raed  za2 

s i n g e  ) is t h a t  branch of philosophy ?en!ing 
2. The Church, having now lost i t s  moorings with values r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r igh tness  a3':d. 

( s c r i p t u r a l  a u t h o r i t y )  and i t s  former base  of wrongness of c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  and to t h e  
o 7 e r a t i o n s  ( t h e  me-generation having moved on to  goodness and badness of t h e  motives  and 
the  premises  formerly occupied by t h e  Universa l  ends s f  such a c t i o n s , "  
P r i e s thood ) ,  ha s  l o s t  i t s  reason  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  

and i s  g rove l i ng  b e f o r e  i t s  new mas te r  w i t h  t h e  **Funk and Wagnalls D ic t i ona ry  d e f i n e s  Exis ten-  
hope of  main ta in ing  i t s e l f  i n t a c t  -- f o r  reasons  t izl-jsm a s :  "A phi losophy t h a t  s t r e s s e s  t h e  
which de fy  t h e  imaginat ion.  a c t i v e  r o l e  of t h e  w i l l  r a t h e r  than  of reason  

i n  con f ron t ing  problems posed by a  h o s t i l e  
I n  October 1943 (35 y e a r s  ago) a n  i s s u e  of 

t h e  Alumni B u l l e t i n  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Iowa 
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P ~3eixtpLorred, i i p  ~i~; ; l  t h e  
man i f e s~ -a t ion  of s p i r i t u a l  Itfe on t h ~  f i t 3 2 i 0 f i ' s  

secular campuses, t h a t  things 52.7~ cljar-i,p_rj: dras- 
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f rcc41;err i l y  arn-~i-~~ <, zp5-;ii-,;all.y mooringloss i n t e i -  
7-p- - :7 : - a ;  :L '1 '.at. F t > r ~ u 2 r l  fade away quickly. 
1 '" - * 
V ;  : I;? L :-n:-:~.: - ._ thilj t;gi;le, bu t  have observed 

P c.': p" "3b & ' :- - k t ,  
L I  - 2t q i f  a prestigious school 

c,; ,.,-s :-; w. t i 2  3 net, g :  l ~ ~ i i ~ i - ~ i ~  t h e  s l u i ce  gates of 
F:-- tooisln acraes CIIL" 25xnelry inqediately open 
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have taken Ear g-can-tred ;>en, 33 1 should now, 
chat by the t iae  Tgwa g -  - *A - ; i ic academis system 
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n a r c i s s i s t i c  me-generation, f o k ~ ~ w s  : " E t h i c s  cons t raed  za2 

s i n g e  ) is t h a t  branch of philosophy ?en!ing 
2. The Church, having now lost i t s  moorings with values r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r igh tness  a3':d. 

( s c r i p t u r a l  a u t h o r i t y )  and i t s  former base  of wrongness of c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  and to t h e  
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the  premises  formerly occupied by t h e  Universa l  ends s f  such a c t i o n s , "  
P r i e s thood ) ,  ha s  l o s t  i t s  reason  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  

and i s  g rove l i ng  b e f o r e  i t s  new mas te r  w i t h  t h e  **Funk and Wagnalls D ic t i ona ry  d e f i n e s  Exis ten-  
hope of  main ta in ing  i t s e l f  i n t a c t  -- f o r  reasons  t izl-jsm a s :  "A phi losophy t h a t  s t r e s s e s  t h e  
which de fy  t h e  imaginat ion.  a c t i v e  r o l e  of t h e  w i l l  r a t h e r  than  of reason  

i n  con f ron t ing  problems posed by a  h o s t i l e  
I n  October 1943 (35 y e a r s  ago) a n  i s s u e  of 

t h e  Alumni B u l l e t i n  of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Iowa 
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I thought a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  i f  t h i s  d i a b o l i c a l  
e t h i c s  should ga in  credence,  i t  would do away t h i s  development, we must r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
w i t h  a l l  a u t h o r i t y ,  S c r i p t u r a l  and o therwise ,  S p i r i t  can c u t  through t h e  new l a y e r  of egocen- 
and w i t h  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ,  a l l  concept ion of s i n ,  t r i c i t y  a s  e a s i l y  a s  through preced ing  ones ,  g u i l t ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  e t c . ,  i n  

The Gospel ha s  n o t  l o s t  i t s  c u t t i n g  edge. t h e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  Western world and f o s t e r  an. 
a n a r c h i c a l  a t t i t u d e  g e n e r a l l y .  It took a  few 
y e a r s  coming, bu t  i t  a r r i v e d ,  a s  you know, I n  
t h e  Church, even t h e  t h i r d  use  of t h e  Law w a s  
c h c  Llenged. ID. yes t e r d a y P  s comment I o f f  e red  
i3'7rlqix-e's ~bservatii31-1. thact i f  homo sap i ens  does 
EC: "ve a g.33, Lc c r e a t e s  one --- aE zgreeabl-e 
CJ 1 3 %  -- %i.s:ause he creates  h i s  neb7 god jn  his own 
I se, a ,;cd .-bat ww.s" 11 aSri;aj s zpprove  and n 6 _ s y T e r  

-q.,----,rfeyc. T h s  n a r c i ~ s ~ s i x i c  7 - n ~  - j12nerz ,  icy: T q ~ ~ ~  

t e i n g  ushered in, : - L ~ L  w e  wzxc ~ r ~ s ~ ~ a r e  of  C + 

Fg.;: becazne god, and thp w u r r j F  "1 feel'' re: Laced 
t h e  P f t h @ u  s h a l t S 1  of t h e  d e i . < ~ -  --,*rn i- a 

Oddly enough, the  r e s u l t i - r g  e r o s i o n  s f  stan-- 
da rds  t a k i n g  place i n  '3c ie ty  (church, fami ly ,  
sciiool , governmen -i , Lke colirts,  prof e s s i ans  sucEl 
as jo r r rna l i sm,  t h e  ai-aied s e p r l c e s ,  ente-~^tainmet°lt 
language usage,  etc,) was ~ b s e u r e d  and went 
l a r g e l y  unobserved because, from my p o i n t  of view, 
simuPtaneously t he  high s t a n d a r d s  i n  the exac t  and 
a p p l i e d  s c i ences  (anyth ing  involv ing  computation) 
were growing ever  higher, An a s t r o n a u t  i n  space  
could  no t  g ive  vent t o  h i s  f e e l i n g s  a s  t o  what 
b u t t o n s  he pushed and d i a l s  he  tu rned  i f  he  hoped 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t e r r a  f i rma  -- i n  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n a l  
computat ions  he  had a b s o l u t e s  -- but  i n  h i s  per-  
s o n a l  l i f e  h e  could have complete freedom of 
cho i ce ,  wi thout  r ega rd  f o r  any a b s o l u t e  p r e s c r i p -  
t i o n .  Rat ional ism,  which drove our  f o r e b e a r s  t o  
t h i s  count ry ,  ha s  now given way t o  something s o  
i r r a t i o n a l  t h a t  i t  d e f i e s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

So then ,  coming back t o  t h e  Divine Commission 
given t o  t h e  Universa l  P r i e s thood ,  we a r e  d e a l i n g  
with t h r e e  ve rbs :  1 )  nnpvoow -- announce (not  
a rgue ,  no t  defend,  no t  reason ,  bu t  proclaim a f t e r  
t h e  manner of a h e r a l d ,  "always w i th  a  sugges t ion  
of f o r m a l i t y ,  g r a v i t y ,  and an a u t h o r i t y  which must 
be  l i s t e n e d  t o  and obeyed" -- Thayer) ;  2 )  p n 8 ? l ~ ~ v o  
-- make a d i s c i p l e ;  and 3) b ~ h a o n w  -- j u s t  p l a i n  
"teach" them everytf-ling- (no s e l e c t i v i t y  here )  t h a t  
Jesus  had taught t h e  twelve and o t h e r s .  

I n  t h e  Apology ( T r i g l o t t a ,  p. 400) we have: 
"There i s  no th ing  t h a t  keeps people  w i t h  t h e  Church 
more e f f e c t i v e l y  t han  t h e  good sermon." I empha- 

s i z e  "good." It has  occurred t o  m e  wh i l e  r ead ing  
P r o f e s s o r s  M e t  zger  , ~ t g c k h a r d t  - , Fuerbr inger  . e t  a l e  
i n  the  Homilet ic  -- Mag. - / p e r e n n i a l  church shoppers  
must sometimes, between churches ,  depend -. on t h e  
Homilet ic  Nag. f o r  s p i r i t u a l  su s t enancg / tha t  t h e  -- 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e d  sermon l e a v e s  one f l a t  
when compared w i t h  t h e  sermon s ~ i d i e s  which a r e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  all the way. The more I: 3 - i s t e n  t o  
sermons, the more I b e l i e v e  that t h e  topical 
theme-and-parts sermon has j u s t  about  run i t s  
course  and should g i v e  way t o  a more exegel-:ict.,l 
expos i t i on .  The t o p i c a l  sermon sugges t s  speech,  
r h e t o r i c ,  o r a t o r y ,  even some spe l l -b ind ing ,  t h e  
preacher  say ing  what has  t o  say .  It o f f e r s  
too  much oppor tun i t y  t o  b u r b l e  gobbledegook, 
The e x e g e t i c a l  sermon sugges t s  t e ach ing ,  say ing  
what i s  i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  v e r s e  by v e r s e ,  where the 

I n s t e a d  of growing f a i n t - h e a r t e d  i n  t h e  f a c e  of Un ive r sa l  Pr ies thood  can g e t  hold of i t  wi thout  
contending w i th  a  b a l l a s t  of ve rb i age .  
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The o b j e c t  of good preach ing  i s  1 )  t h e  winning 
of s o u l s ,  and 2 )  t h e  development of an informed - 

Since  standards i n  general rive l o s h i g  ~ i t j -  
Universa l  Pr ies thood  t h a t  grows i n  g r ace  and 

t u d e ,  there  j.s a very  di.cc.ernjble e?%forl- b r i - n ~  
l e a r n s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between shepherds  and a l l  chtlrch p r a c t i c e s  l o  the  l e r c l  of the  lioi p o l l o i .  
h i r e l i n g s ,  a s  Luther  suggested i n  h i s  Recht d e r  -- YOU f i n d  the  lowering of s t anda rds  i.n sermons, where 
Gemeinde ( t i t l e  ab r idged ) ,  

a kind  of f o l k s y  show-and- t e l l  pnlaver takes  cvf-3'; 

The underpinning of a n  informed Universa l  
Pr ies thood  i s  a  sound conf i rmat ion  i n s t r u c t i o n .  
What ha s  become of ca t echese s  and t h e  memorization 
of proof t e x t s ?  A t  f i r s t  hea r ing ,  t h o s e  l i t t l e  
e s s a y s  on d o c t r i n a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  we hear  i n d i f f e r -  
e n t l y  read  on Pass ion  Sunday by t h e  confirmands 
a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  c a t e c h e t i c a l  examination 
sound a s  i f  w e  may be r e a r i n g  a new g- a n e r a t i o n  
of Mefanchthons, bu t  a f t e r  a  whjle &Itev a l l  sound 
a l i k e ,  and one wonders who i s  tr; :- - 1 - , ~ r e s s  
o r  f o o l  whom. Memorized p r n o l  ic..: s, h o ~ ~ ~ v e r ,  
a r e  t h e  "whole armour of God," complete w i t h  hel- 
met and sword (Eph. 6 ,  13fE) ,  w i t h  which t h e  
Un ive r sa l  Pr ies thood  "may be a b l e  t o  wi ths tand  
i n  t h e  e v i l  day, and having done a l l ,  t o  s t and . "  

And i f  a  catechumen i s  he ld  t o  memorizing, 
which t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  he t o  memorize? L u t h e r ' s  
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  f i n a l  approved vex- 
s i o n  of 1545 was a n a t u r a l  i n  German, because 
Luther  was a  l i n g u i s t i c  gen ius  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
b e l i e v i n g  theo log ian  and s c h o l a r .  The on ly  
person who d id  no t  u se  Lu the r ' s  German t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  ;$as Luther .  When he  quoted,  he t r a n s l a t e d  
t%e Hebrew and Greek t e x t s ,  which he  knew from 
memory, as he  went a long .  The most rewarding 

you f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  so-called s p e c i a l  milsic, ~>~llcrc. 
the yang-yang arid rhytlmls of what pa s se s  f o r  popti- 
l ax  music a r e  much i n  evidence -- even bongo d run~s ;  
you f i n d  i t  i n  what used t o  be  l i t u r g i c a l  p r a y e r s ,  
where t h e  Agenda p r a y e r s  ( f a u l t y ,  i n  s p o t s ,  t o  be 
s u r e )  are r ep l aced  by harangues i n  which God i s  
g iven  amazing i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  ch i e f  one seemingly  
be ing  no t  t o  a l l ow  anyth ing  t o  o b s t r u c t  the  s t e a d y  
flow of c r e a t u r e  comforts ;  you f i n d  i t  i n  the 
c a p r i c i o u s  observance of t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  y e a r ,  
where the; rr3notonous "30 days h a t h  September" 
checkerborrd of t h e  J u l i a n  ca lendar  i s  p r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  r i c h ,  meaningful church yea r  ca l enda r  -- 
minus s u p e r s t i t i o n s  and s a i n t s '  days ,  of cou r se  -- 
where %days and seasons  a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  s i g n i f i -  
c an t  /Super  Sunday i s  ha rd ly  a worthy s u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  a Sunday a f t e r  ~ ~ i ~ h a n ~ 7 ;  you f i n d  i f  i n  t h e  
f r e n z i e d  eagerness  of t h e  l o c a l  d i v i n e  f a  be  "one 
of t h e  boys" by i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h e  b e  c a l l e d  by 
h i s  f i r s t  name; and you f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  
t aken  w i t h  t h e  worship r u b r i c s ,  hymns, and c h o r a l e s ,  
where t h e  sugges t i ons  f o r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  Luth- 
e r a n  Hymnal speak volumes -- rev is ion ism* a t  i t s  
wors t .  

*Revisionism: A c a r e f u l l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d  e f f o r t  
c i a t i o n  convent ion was one by a  Yale p rofessor  

t o  r e c a s t  any g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  d o c t r i n e  o r  
e n t i t l e d  "Luther ' s  Unpublished Bib le . "  H i s  t h e s i s  p r a c t i c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  make i t  f i t  a d e s i r e d  
w a s  t h a t  i f  you were t o  pu t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  of 

ideo logy .  ( I n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  realm it always 
L u t h e r ' s  off-the-cuff B i b l i c a l  quo t a t i ons ,  you 

s t a r t s  w i th :  "Yea, bath God s a i d .  . ?'! -- 
would have p r a c t i c a l l y  a  whole B ib l e  -- and a  

and t hen  the ad jus tments  a r e  soon for thcoming 
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good one -- beca~se these were spur-of-the-moment 
I* connect ion w i th  our church he r i t age ,  let +-list c a p t u r e d  the subslance of me add t h e  fo l lowing:  J u s t  as t h o s e  mighty hymns 

"The Bridegroom soon w i l l  c a l l  us" and "wake, it would  be f i n e  if each member of the  Universal 
awake, f o r  n i g h t  i s  f l y i n g , "  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  ~ ~ i ~ ~ t h ~ ~ d  were so familiar w i t h  the  o r i g i n a l  t ex t  
melodies ,  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  and c r e a t e  t h e  mood fo r  he could m&c up t - ~ i s  o~:n translation, 3 s  
the Advent season9 i n  t h e  same way many o the r  hymns l.;itber did, b u t  that is i i a rd ly  Zeasible. In E%- 
and c h o r a l e s  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  as-  l j s b  we new have a situation reninisce~t of the  
pec t s  of our  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  church y e a r *  

~ ~ r m z l l  be fo r e  ~ u c l ~ e r ,  when there at least 
I should l i k e  t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  hymns and tho- 

fceurteeii j-rnnslations in gig:? German d i a l r c : : ~  a'!d 
tunes  a s  w e l l  a s  t e x t s ,  a r e  a s  much a  heri-  \ 

j v ,  in L~~ (cii ho5qevrc yo11 mey r ; i s l r  To cosinl- - L ~ ~ ~ ' ~ l ~  
as t h e  Confessions themselves .  For one t h i n g ,  ,- * 

IsLi? ,-Jne 01 - 3 :I%: Ih- g r . - ' l * '  Thd 
are much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  Un ive r sa l  Pr ies thood,  - - 8c.,+rl> j- ~ ~ - ~ : G ~ Y - ~ Z ~ I : , : ~  s,Lae s h ~ ~ ~ a i _ J  o L 2 - l  ' ' 7  ' -  

and, f o r  ano the r ,  thanks t o  Gutenberg 's  e n t e r p r i s e ,  
> I  % bd;~s-:L? ; a  : -- -,-. they  make t h e i r  w r i t e r s  and composers of long  ago 

and fa r  away p l a c e s  Our contemporar ies  and neigh- ? .-r , .._ 7 ,- z53ra sf 2 -al?s ~T:s, $f 
bars, wi th  whom we can commune a t  any t i m e  o r  - p ~ t : ~  a c~?IoSUTE 
p l a c e ,  i n  church o r  i n  a  foxho le ,  because they "n conman, which serves 

r e g u l a r l y  express  what i s  i n  our  hear t s  y ;  3n r ende r ings  3re Tear- 
so much b e t t e r  than  w e  can, and, t he r e fo re ,  under -a(lvisede It is 2re- 
God, have become towers of s t r e n g t h  t o  p o s t e r i t y .  a r+aia  word . ,  as we ~f 

. - i a i l ing-mernor~~  ;;c :. A ,  ~ n a i  ve rrmember and 
Luther  promoted l a y  s c r u t i n y  of p a s t o r s  .to 

I-ook up in our concurd.; --.cs. I r eEer t o  si ic l l  
keep t h e  s h i p  on an even kec2l. How much ::lout as "cnnversation ," "!Icl o fx t " i i ~ .e  servznts," does t h e  Universa l  P r i e s t I i G G ~ i  f -  17 4ri-ijrding to 

02r , " - ';6?2*~ e ~ ~ l . - i i n e d  
Luther, who was 40 y e a r s  o l d  ...A id.: dc,,c- on the  

many times, have come to llzmvt. d i s z i ~ ~ c t i r e  mean- s u b j e c t ,  t h e  Universal Pri.estb::oG ;,~s a great deal. 
ings. Other express ions ,  a n  t i l e  mere h e a - i w 9  

A f t e r  a  P a s t o r  has been ca l l ed  ac? i n s l a i l e d ,  t he  
conjure up en t i r e  scenes and s i t i i ~ t i o ~ s e  L - E b ,  

Universal Pr ies thood  s i t s  in judgment upon h i s  
H R ~  of good brings co mind the  c o u i f ~ ~  ;:%fig 

ministry* I d e a l l y ,  i t  i s  a s imple  system* A cod- k70rds of jesus and n o t  a Pepsi -Coia  corirmcrC:a1- 
f e a r i n g  congrega t ion  c a l l s  a God-fearing p a s t o p ,  -- 
who teaches t h e  God-fearing members what to look  

~h~ idea  i s  o f t e n  sugges ted  i n  t h i s  p s e 3 ~ d o -  
o u t  f o r  i n  h i s  m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I f ,  however, t he  e g a l i t a r i a n  age t h a t  a t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  vex- 
congrega t ion  draws a  h i r e l i n g  -- and accord ing  to nacular,  p o s s i b l y  even i n  lowbrow, makes every- 
Affirm we may have many of them -- you can be s u r e  

t h i n g  " c r y s t a l  c l e a r . "  That is  consumate 
t h a t  the  members w i l l  - n o t  be taught  what t o  look  nonsense -- a s  if t h e  deep t h i n g s  of God3 which 
o u t  f o r3  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  s e t s  in st. P a u l  h i m s e l f  could see only  "through a glass,  
f a s t  -- unbel ievably  f a s t ,  a s  we have seen .  darklyw could eve r  be c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t o  the sin- 

bound, l i m i t e d  mental  c a p a c i t y  of man* It 's the 
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~ o l y  S p i r i t  t h a t  causes  i t  t o  make sense .  Without 
t h e  Holy s p i r i t ' s  indwel l ing ,  t h e  Gospel remains 
u t t e r  f o o l i s h n e s s  t o  t h e  Greek -- and S t .  Paul  i s  
n o t  s i n g l i n g  out  a  s t u p i d  n a t i o n a l i t y  bu t  an e t h n i c  
contingency t h a t  had developed q u i t e  a  r e p u t a t i o n  
f o r  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t .  It was 
n o t  t h e  WOLVI? t h a t  bothered them. I do not  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  Eth iopian  eunuch had language problems 
e i t h e r ,  

N e w  eSi'orts at t r a n s l a t i o n  are  f i n e  -- t h e  
more t h e  merrier -- i n  t h a t  they p o i n t  up s tudy ,  
med i t a t i x sn ,  and an eagerness  t o  grasp  and compre- 
hend, a s  God g i v e s  us t h e  l i g h t .  But for niemori- 
z i t i o r i ,  why no t  s t a y  w i t h  what Tirne  recent!^ called 
t h e  "matchless pith and v i g o r  of tli- :'-;c_ J:.-.csH? 
(Spet .  18 ,  1978) In  a n  e g a l i : ~  - - : E L  aGe i t  - .;;s 
t h e  Word of God a p a r t  from t l -2  language of t h e  
crowd 

Language usage i t s e l f  has undergone a t r ans -  
formation i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  a s  i f  t o  keep up w i t h  
t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of our  o t h e r  s t anda rds .  Words 
have n o t  on ly  l o s t  t h e i r  d i c t i o n a r y  meanings bu t  
a r e  used i r r e s p o n s i b l y  i n  a kind of hit-and-run, 
rabbit-punch f a sh ion ,  t o  c r e a t e  e f f e c t s .  This  i s  
s e r i o u s  because God has e l e c t e d  t o  communicate 
w i t h  us  through meaningful words, through H i s  
Word, which makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  commune 
wi th  H i m .  W e  have a l r e a d y  noted t h e  l i b e r t i e s  
taken wi th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  meanings of words by 
l i b e r a l  t e ache r s  and preachers .  I n  our communi- 
c a t i o n  w i t h  them we a r e  back t o  Humpty Durnpty i n  
A l i c e  i n  Wonderland: "'When I use  a  word.' -- 
Humpty Dumpty s a i d ,  i n  a  r a t h e r  s c o r n f u l  tone ,  
' i t  means j u s t  what 1 choose i t  t o  mean -- n e i t h e r  
more nor  l e s s .  ' " 
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med i t a t i x sn ,  and an eagerness  t o  grasp  and compre- 
hend, a s  God g i v e s  us t h e  l i g h t .  But for niemori- 
z i t i o r i ,  why no t  s t a y  w i t h  what Tirne  recent!^ called 
t h e  "matchless pith and v i g o r  of tli- :'-;c_ J:.-.csH? 
(Spet .  18 ,  1978) In  a n  e g a l i : ~  - - : E L  aGe i t  - .;;s 
t h e  Word of God a p a r t  from t l -2  language of t h e  
crowd 

Language usage i t s e l f  has undergone a t r ans -  
formation i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  a s  i f  t o  keep up w i t h  
t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of our  o t h e r  s t anda rds .  Words 
have n o t  on ly  l o s t  t h e i r  d i c t i o n a r y  meanings bu t  
a r e  used i r r e s p o n s i b l y  i n  a kind of hit-and-run, 
rabbit-punch f a sh ion ,  t o  c r e a t e  e f f e c t s .  This  i s  
s e r i o u s  because God has e l e c t e d  t o  communicate 
w i t h  us  through meaningful words, through H i s  
Word, which makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  commune 
wi th  H i m .  W e  have a l r e a d y  noted t h e  l i b e r t i e s  
taken wi th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  meanings of words by 
l i b e r a l  t e ache r s  and preachers .  I n  our communi- 
c a t i o n  w i t h  them we a r e  back t o  Humpty Durnpty i n  
A l i c e  i n  Wonderland: "'When I use  a  word.' -- 
Humpty Dumpty s a i d ,  i n  a  r a t h e r  s c o r n f u l  tone ,  
' i t  means j u s t  what 1 choose i t  t o  mean -- n e i t h e r  
more nor  l e s s .  ' " 




